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^Awesome 
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With Your 
Children 


SHED INTO A 
PLAYHOUSE 


GARDEN PARTY Grammy 
winner Steven Drozd of 
the Flaming Lips^ his wife, 
Becky, ahd their children 
Daniel and Charlotte 


lyi summer, the song sings itself." 

— William Carlos Williams 








Through September 7 

Prix de West® Invitational 
Art Exhibition 


July 26 

National Day of the 
American Cowboy 


October 1 1 - 
January 18,2009 

Craft in America 
Expanding Traditions 




Travel the 
West on 
Less than 
a Tank 

In the heart of Oklahoma is a national treasure 
dedicated to telling America's story as it unfolds 
across the West. The breathtaking art and colorful 
history exhibits will carry you away. 


Come for the day - or a few hours - and return 
again and again. Make your getaway at the 
National Cowboy & Western Heritage Museum. 


PRESERVING HISTORY 


MAKING MEMORIES 


Museum Partners 

Devon Energy Corp. 
Chesapeake Energy Corp. 
E.L. and Thelma Gaylord Foundation 

Central Oklahoma’s 


www.oktourism.com www.travelok.com 

History • Art • Shopping • Dining 
Open Daily, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

1700 NE 63rd St 
Oklahoma City, OK 731 11 
(405) 478-2250 • Fax (405) 478-4714 
www.nationalcowboymuseum.org 
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... and wcVe saving it for you in Ponca City 


In 1928 Wentz built a magniScent swimmijig pool for the 
children cjf Ponca City. For over five generations residents and 
visitors ffom all over the world have enjoyed Wentz Pool and Camp. 

Adjacent to the pool and carnp is Lew Wentz Golf Course^ a 125 
acre, 1 8 hole course designed by Floyd Farley, one of die pioneers of 
golf course ardiirecmre. 

If you also Like watersports on a larger scale, both die camp and golf 
course overlook Lake Ponca which host all kinds of watercraft and 
some fine fishing. 

History isn’t always just in a museum ... 
some of it you can still play with. 



For information about attractions, festivals and events 
(866)763-8092 Toll-Free • www.poncacitytourism.com 
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"Roll out those lazy, crazy, hazy days of summer." — Nat King Cole 
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48 Super Snimnerl 

School’s out for the 
summer, and our 
border-to-border 
guide — toys! fishing! sci-fi 
conventions! — of thirty- 
one awesome things to 
do with your kids will fill 
every available weekend 
and then some. Don’t 
forget the sunscreen. 

By Raya-Gabrielle Ramsey 
and Rhiannon Mako 


59 City Sanctuaiy 

Education meets 
conservation at Martin 
Park Nature Center in 
Oklahoma City, where 
140 acres of birds, turtles, 
and snakes coexist in an 
urban playground perfect 
for exploring. 

By Brooke Adcox 


68 Home, Shalom 

At the Sherwin Miller 
Museum of Jewish Art, 

Judaica finds a permanent 
home in a world-class 
facility in Tulsa and casts 
light on an Oklahoma 
culture and its history. 

By Vallery Brown 
Photography by Evan Taylor 
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75 Nesting 

I Near Bardesville, the study of birds 

^ takes wing. At the George Miksch 
Sutton Avian Research Center, 

lesser prairie chickens, bald eagles, 
and a mobile bird show take center 
stage. Photography by Tom Luker 
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"I've been everywhere, man." —Johnny Cash 



places worthy of your 
kids’ time! 


LONE WOLF 

Take a slide at 
Quartz Mountain 
Tun Park . ' 


BARTLESVILLE 

High-flying 
research at the 
Sutton Centerv^ 


OKC 

Martin Park takes 
field and stream to 
a new level. ^ 
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Millenia-old culture at 
the Sherwin Miller 


PAULS VALLEY 

Play awhile at the Toy & 
Action Figure Museum. 
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19 Hit the Road 

My Little Dollhouse and 
ThunderMoon Paintball v^ill 
have girls and boys dreaming 
of their best birthday party 
ever, plus burgers and beers at 
the Brook in Tulsa and wine 
and a taste of Tuscany at Lago 
Vista in Broken Bow 

41 Okies 

Fox Business Network’s 
Shibani Joshi brings glam 
and brains to business news, 
Matt Holliday swings for the 
fence, and makeup artist Alex 
Mendez-Kelley of Oklahoma 
City’s MakeUp Bar lays it on 
thick. 

81 Culture 

Ready to rock? Thirty-five 
thousand Rocklahoma fans 
say yes. If polka’s more your 
thing, check out Czech Hall 
in Yukon. Letts is more where 
Billie’s concerned. Her new 
novel. Made in the USA, will 
be published in June. 
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Steven and 
Becky Drozd 
with Daniel, 2, 
and Charlotte, 
four months, in 
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art direction by 
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RELAX IN STYLE IN ONE OF OUR 225 SLEEK GUEST ROOMS S ROTUNDA SUITES, FEATURING LUXURIOUS HILTON SERENITY' BEDDING. • PLAY IN STYLE IN OUR STATE-OF-THE-ART POOL S HEALTH CLUB. 
WORK IN STYLE IN ONE OF OUR HIGH-TECH, DISTINCTIVE BOARDROOM SUITES. • ENTERTAIN IN STYLE AT A FABULOUS, FLAWLESS EVENT HOSTED IN ONE OF OUR FOUR ELEGANT GRAND BALLROOMS. 

CLASSICAL WITH A MODERN SENSIBILITY. UPSCALE WITH A PERSONAL TOUCH. AN INDULGENT, EESTIVE EXPERIENCE AVAILABLE TO EVERYONE. 

STAY IN STYLE. SKIRVIN STYLE. 



One Park Avenue, Oklahoma City, OK 73102 


405-272-3040 


SKIRVINHILTON.COM 
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Contributors 


A ssociate EDITOR AND Fairview g 
native Jake Adamson grew up § 
working and playing in his parents’ | 
movie theater, where he developed a pas- 
sion for film, music, art, and literature. 
Once an entertainment writer for the Daily 
O’Collegian in Stillwater, the 2005 OSU 
graduate served as editor of the Fairview 
Republican before moving to Oklahoma 
City. “As a kid, I had a lot of misconcep- 
tions about my home state,” says Adamson. 

“I always felt like I was missing out on 
something by living here. Looking back, 

I realize I’ve had more great experiences 
here than I could have dreamed of having 
anywhere else.” In his free time, he plays 
guitar and, with his girlfriend, Aimee, tends 
to a menagerie of pets, including a ball 
python and a bearded dragon. 




“WORKING^SpeR Summer!’ 
(page 48) made me wish I could 
be a kid in Oklahoma this sum- 
mer,” says Raya-Gabrielle Ram- 
sey, who coauthored the story 
with Rhiannon Mako. A recent 
University of Oklahoma graduate, 
she interned at Oklahoma Today 
in fall 2007. “If someone asked 
me why I’m proud of Oklahoma, 
I would simply hand over Okla- 
homa Today,” she says. 



A S THE FLAMING Lips’ photographer 
for twenty-one years, J. Michelle 
Martin-Coyne is presented with new 
experiences on a regular basis. The July/ 
August cover shoot for Oklahoma Today 
was no exception. “I had not photographed 
children on a deadline before,” she says. 
“That probably says it all. It turned out 
to be a beautiful and interesting day for 
me.” Martin-Coyne’s work has appeared 
in Rolling Stone, Spin, Blender, and just 
about every rock music magazine in North 
America. Lier images also were featured in 
the 2003 book Waking Up With a Placebo 
Headwound. She is married to Wayne 
Coyne, frontman for the Flaming Lips. 
They live in Oklahoma City. 
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MORE HD? 
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Available to residential customers in Cox Oklahoma serviceable areas. Cox Basic service required for local HD channels. Cox Digital Cable and Expanded required for expanded HD channels. Digital Cable and paid subscription to Digital HB0,Starz or Showtime required for HBO HD, Starz HD or Showtime 
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J. MICHELLE MARTIN-COYNE 


Editor's Letter 


"The true beginning of our end." —Shakespeare, A Midsummer Night's Dream 


The Longest Da\^ 


Summers come. Summers go. 


it 


S EVERAL YEARS AGO, I was in 
the throes of finding myself during 
those perfectly imperfect years of 
your early twenties when you are 
cursed by the anxiety of who you 
will become and beautifully, painfully free to 
discover it, one summer at a time. 

I had just returned to Oklahoma from 
a two-month-turned-eight-month stint in 
Africa, where, frankly, I’d had the 
experience of a lifetime — think 
Isak Dinesen’s Out of Africa or 
Beryl Markham’s West with the 
Night — ^working for an American 
helicopter company and falling in 
love with a pilot from California. 

In the space of deciding whether to 
return to Cote d’Ivoire (they’d offered me 
a promotion of sorts, from radio operator 
to office manager) or whether to return to 
my alma mater town of San Francisco, where 

Family Matters 

LOOKING TO RAISE A FAMILY SOMEWHERE? 

It’s no exaggeration to say that Oklahoma has 
become the coolest place in America to raise a 
family, and our July/August cover conveys that 
message. Here, we have international musical 
superstar Steven Drozd of the Flaming Lips living 
the dream — career success, happy family — in 
Oklahoma City. It’s a warm, loving, and inspiring 
picture. Hundreds of factors 
have contributed to our rise 
in quality of life, certainly 
the capital city’s dramatic 
transformation over the 
last decade among them. 
Join us in our next issue 
as we focus on Oklahoma 
City and what makes it 
a big-league metropolis. 
If you’re not already 
convinced of our seat 
on the vanguard, you 
will be then! 

July/August 2008 




I ostensibly would start my career ' 
in journalism, I arranged with my 
father, a lifelong weekend pilot, to 
get my own pilot’s license. He would 
pay for it (we justified the expense as a 
sort of “master’s degree” in unique life skills), 
and I would clean out his airplane hangar, a 
blissfully loft-like space (industrial, dirty, on 
the edge of town) that had become home to 
years of our family’s refuse. 

My dad (bless his heart, we 
miss him), brother, and I are 
excessively sentimental. In addi- 
tion to housing his 1942 Stear- 
man biplane, the hangar stored 
my brother’s first car, a 1958 Olds 
88 (they paid $400 for it in 1978; my 
brother still has it); my grandfather’s 
1974 Buick sedan (we still have it, 
too); my first bicycle (a yellow Schwinn 
banana-seat Stingray that I took last week to 
Schlegel Bicycles for an overhaul); boxes of 
my grandparents’ old papers (bank statements, 
poetry, news clippings, and a 1957 Dog Writer 
of the Year plaque among them); my sister’s 
dollhouse and my desk (both built by my 
dad; I still have those, too); countless brown 
spiders; and enough dust to create a thick 
layer of soil in my new flower bed. 

Every decade deserves a purge. This was 
mine. In between flying lessons in midaft- 
ernoon 102-degree heat, I would retreat to 
the hangar, spending hours rifling through 
boxes, jumping away from dangling eight- 
legged companions, and generally reflecting 
on the people who contributed most to my 
upbringing. I spent many hours alone during 
those days while evenings were spent with 
high school friends at the Frisco Bar (pickled 
eggs, table shuffleboard, and cheap pitchers of 
beer). I wondered endlessly where the 
coming fall would take me. 

As summer came to a close, I 
called Peter Porter, an iconoclastic 
high school acquaintance who 
owned the flea market. I asked him 



if he wanted the rejected items 
from the airplane hangar. He 
showed up the next day. 
Meanwhile, I decided not 
to return to Africa for simple and 
complicated reasons and instead went back 
to California, a perfect exercise in failure. In 
short order, I made two return trips home, 
one to get my pilot’s license that September 
and another at Thanksgiving, when I learned 
about a reporter’s job at the local newspaper. 
By February, I was writing for the Enid News 
& Eagle, my first real career break and the job 
that taught me how to write for a living. 

The following summer, the paper’s every- 
Monday feature, “Your Town,” took me across 
northwest Oklahoma in search of great American 
stories worth relaying to the newspaper’s read- 
ers. I was twenty-four years old, driving a gray 
Honda Prelude with no air conditioning. My 
hair was a tangled mess most of the time. In 
many ways, the memories have come to define 
my beginning as a journalist and, most certainly, 
my growth as a young woman, separate but in 
the context of my beginnings as a McCune kid, 
youngest of four. 

If I weren’t so superstitious about writing 
about my own family, as mother and wife. 
I’d tell you about how we spent most of last 
summer learning to play Lego Star Wars in the 
air-conditioned quarters of our Oklahoma City 
house. Darth Maul, Luke, Jango Fett: They 
have become permanent fixtures in our daily 
conversations. I’d also tell you about how this 
year we’ll be whiling away the hours next to a 
swimming pool populated by tall and slender 
teenage girls (enjoy it now. I’d like to tell them) 
and toddlers learning to swim. 

These were the times. These are the times. 
Who I would become, who I became, and where 
to go from here — just a few questions answered 
Oklahoma summers. 


Louisa McCune-Elmore 



mccune@oklahomatoday.com 


CHRISTOPHER LEE 


A more beautiful you. 



EXPERIENCE EDEN. 

Our world-class team of stylists will help you get an incredible look — and they will go the extra mile 
to "get" you and what you desire. At Eden, we listen. Visit us at one of three Oklahoma City locations. 


AVEDA 

the art and science of pure flower and plant essences 



E W 

salon & spa 


EDENSALON.COM 


12200 Warwick Dr. 405.722.3336 


4200 N. Western 405.525.61 10 


500 W. Main 405.231.4772 


Letters 


’Cue and A 

Readers give props to a regional cuisine and an 
Oklahoma song man. 


"Gonna go on down to Oklahoma. ..Lord, sing those country blues." — Watermelon Slim 



So Bad It's Good 

As one who enjoys eating barbecue, I really 
enjoyed your May/June issue. My first taste 
of barbecue was in the 1940s from the Aggie 
Barbeque in Stillwater on Washington just 
north of where Sixth Street jogs. 

Having family in Pawhuska, I have been 
a fan of Bad Brads since he first opened in 
an old Tastee-Freez building in Pawhuska 
near the high school. It was several years 
later that he moved to the present Pawhuska 
location on U.S. Highway 60 west of town 
on the road to Ponca City. With family in 
Stillwater, too, I was happy when he opened 
one there. Bad Brad s baked beans are some 
of the best I have ever eaten because they 
add meat scraps left over from when they 
slice the smoked brisket. 

Dave Farrington 

Midwest City 

Gratitude Is Everything 

On behalf of the Cleveland Elemen- 
tary PTA, I want to thank you again for 
helping make our dreams come true. 
Whoever thought our little elementary 
school could raise more than $100,000 in 
one evening and hold a top-notch concert 
by Vince Gill? 

We know there are many we have to 
thank for the magical evening — Vince Gill, 
his family, working with you all. Oklahoma 
Today has such a great team. We are proud 
to call you honorary Bulldogs. Thank you, 
thank you, and thank you for everything. 
Oklahoma Today rocks! 

Virginia Holleman 

President, Cieveiand PTA 
Okiahoma City 

Editor’s Note: Oklahoma Today hosted 
a Vince Gill benefit concert at Cleve- 
land Elementary School on March 27. 
Evening proceeds raised $100,000 to 
refurbish the school’s auditorium, where 
Gill, an alumnus, first performed publicly. 


Slim Pickin's 

I thoroughly enjoy your magazine but 
have really enjoyed the May/June issue and 
the article on Watermelon Slim (“Straight 
Up, No Chasers”). I attended the band’s 
performance at the Bixby BBQ ’n Blues 
Festival and was greatly impressed with 
their sounds. I especially enjoyed Slim’s 
unique abilities on the many harmonicas 
he played that evening. I guess you could 
say I have become a “Melonhead.” I now 
have a Watermelon Slim & the Workers 
CD in my CD player. Thanks for your 
great work. 

Pete DeMonte Jr. 

Owasso 

It Makes Strong Men Weep 

I am an avid reader of Oklahoma Today 
magazine, and an occasional issue sad- 
dens and brings tears to my eyes. Such 
is the case for your elegant review of bar- 
becue in Oklahoma (“Best BBQ,” May/ 
June 2008). Many residents of Oklahoma 
know of this culinary treasure, but those of 
us now living away can only sit salivating 
and depressed. 


Here in San Diego, a gulag in the 
world of barbecue, barbecue is any meat, 
including roadkill, cooked in some fash- 
ion and smothered with ketchup; even 
a McRib sandwich is considered to be 
“down home.” 

From bygone days, two barbecue gems 
still are imprinted on my mind. One was 
Slick’s Bar-B-Que on the eastern edge of 
Muskogee and the other, a name I cannot 
recall, was located near the State Capitol 
in Oklahoma City. The Oklahoma City 
jewel embodied everything good about a 
barbecue eatery: exquisite ribs, sauce (on 
the side) that would set you free, a small 
venue, ribs served on Holsum bread loaf 
wrappers, plenty of paper napkins, and soft 
drinks obtained from an ice cooler. 

It is discouraging to see barbecue served 
on plastic or paper plates. Where are those 
bread wrappers? 

Thank you for the great issue. I still have 
my connection with Oklahoma barbecue 
through my Cookshack smoker. 

Oliver W. Jones 

La Jolla, California 
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OKLAHOMA PROUD 

Advancing our state. Empowering our nation: 

08OER3795_3rd_OKToday_July/Aug08 ©2008 OERB® 


As our country’s energy needs grow, Oklahoma continues its mission to decrease dependency on foreign resources. 


STEPPING UP FOR AMERICA 

Our state alone meets nine percent of America’s natural gas demands. Knowing families across our country 
depend on Oklahoma motivates us to explore and extract our resources faster and more efficiently than ever. 
Reducing dependency on foreign resources is a dream that beats in the heart of Americans, and takes shape in 
the hands of Oklahomans. 


Our state’s oil and natural gas production in 2007 made it another one of Oklahoma’s best revenue years, 
bringing much needed fiscal horsepower to our state’s economy. The gross production tax paid by our oil and 
natural gas industry in 2007 once again approached $1 billion. Approximately three hundred million of that 
funds Oklahoma public schools and colleges, roads and bridges. 


^(ERIB.com 


OKLAHOMA’S OIL A NATURAL GAS 

PRODUCERS S ROYALTY OWNERS. 
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That'ssss Entertainment! 

In defense of “Snake Tales” (March/April 
2008 ) and in rebuttal ofT.R. Ryans letter, I 
was flabbergasted to learn that an Oklahoman 
believes there has been a wholesale slaughter 
of what he calls native Oklahoma wildlife. 
Rattlesnakes are known to cause sickness, fear, 
and death. I learned in school that rattlesnakes 
are cold blooded, venomous hunters and to 
be aware of their presence. 

Most Oklahoma varieties of rattlesnakes are 
far from being on the endangered species list. 
During the hunt, the rattlesnake is found in 
more than two-thirds of Oklahoma’s seventy- 
seven counties. These snakes are rounded 
up unharmed, placed into an area safe for 
public viewing and handling by the experts, 
and yes, some are killed. The live snakes are 
safely released. The dead snakes are harvested 
for their hides, which are made into boots, 
belts, and hatbands for sale. 

Oklahoma rattlesnake hunts promote 
tourism in our beautiful state and help out 
the economy. 

I thank Oklahoma Today for your con- 
tinued articles of Oklahoma history, past 
and present. 

Larry C. Highfield 

Neosho, Missouri 


Mighty Hearts 

CLEVELAND ELEMENTARY STUDENTS GIVE THANKS FOR VINCE GILL’S OKLAHOMAN 
OF THE YEAR BENEFIT CONCERT. 


In the weeks following VINCE GILL’S March 27 
Oklahoman of the Year benefit concert and assembly 
at Cleveland Elementary, one thing that kept the feel- 
good vibe going strong was the gratitude of Cleveland 
students and teachers. 

From the poster hanging on Oklahoma Today 
publisher Joan Henderson’s office door with its 
glued-on and crayon-drawn guitars to dozens of 
handwritten and hand-drawn thank you notes, it 
was clear Gill’s trip back to his alma mater made a 
lasting impression. 


“Thank you for sponsoring the Vince Gill concert,” 
wrote Peter, a Cleveland student. “If it weren’t for 
you organizing this, we wouldn’t be getting a new 
auditorium. Every kid in this school is grateful. You 
are awesome!” 

Henderson says, “The entire Vince Gill: Back in 
Class experience — ^from the assembly in the afternoon 
to the concert in the evening — made me realize what a 
difference one person can make. In the end, it really is, 
as Vince said, all about what you give away.” 

—MELISSA MASTERS 
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Oklahoma Tot/ay welcomes the views of readers. 
Letters are subject to editing and must include 
name, address, and a daytime phone number. Send 
letters to: Oklahoma Today, Attn: Editor, 120 North 
Robinson, Suite 600, Oklahoma City, OK 731 02, 
or fax to (405) 230-8650. Address electronic 
mail to letters@oklahomatoday.com. 


back home to see how things 
were. It was always good to 
visit Oklahoma and see family 
and friends. 

Oklahoma Today keeps us 
up to date. Keep up your fine 
work. It is always a pleasure 
to receive and read your 
magazine. 

Fred Seiboldt 

Richardson, Texas 


South of the Border 

I bring you greetings from Texas while 
wishing I lived back home. Both my wife, 
Jane, and I grew up in Oklahoma and 
graduated from Central State College 
in Edmond (now UCO) in 1961 and 
1962 . Since then, we have traveled the 
world, raised a family, and finally settled 
our last careers and volunteer years in 
Richardson, Texas. 

Wherever we were or whatever we did, 
we always checked with relatives and friends 


Kicks in Bix 

As a native Bixbian, I was 
happy to see a small article 
about the BBQ ’n Blues 
Festival in Bixby in the 
May/June issue (“Ribbon 
and Blues”). Bixby, the 
Garden Spot of Okla- 
homa, has such a rich 
history. 

The Green Corn Fes- 
tival has been celebrat- 
ing Bixby s corn crop for 
at least sixty years. 

Did you know Bixby, the fastest-growing 
city in Oklahoma, was home to a German 
POW camp during World War II? My 
grandfather, along with many other Bixby 
truck farmers, employed the prisoners. 

Pretty Boy Floyd’s wife was from Bixby, 
and the outlaw gunned down an ex-sheriff 
while visiting her. There are many fascinating 
stories about Bixby that go unnoticed. 

Thank you for publishing such a beautiful 
magazine about our beautiful state. 

Missy Reynolds Leibold 

Fayetteville, Arkansas 
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MEET OKLAHOMA 


His name is Rusty Walker. Married, three 
kids plus ‘‘one on the way.” Never missed a day 
of school from Kindergarten to graduation at 
Davenport High School where he was their 1989 
Valedictorian. Interests include fishing, church 
and “lots of family time.” Joined a firm that 
supplies restaurants for a fourteen state region in 
1998. First as Order Selector, then Leadman, then 
Shift Supervisor. Along the way, he’s joined the 
ranks of the company’s “Haul of Fame” and 
graduated from their Accelerated Management 
Program. Now, he’s their Systems Supervisor in 
charge of logistics and inventory management and 
also serves as a consultant to other branches on 
systems design and implementation. 

Rusty is just one part of Oklahoma’s most trea- 
sured resource: our people. Those men and women 
that make our state great. Individuals that exem- 
plify our native strengths of tenacity, 
integrity, and ingenuity. 

Like other economic development organizations 
in Oklahoma, we are tasked with recruiting new 
industries to our state. It’s a complex and difficult 
job trying to convince a business to locate their 
operations here. But, it becomes a whole lot easier 
when they meet someone like Rusty. 


OKLAHOMA'S LARGEST INDUSTRIAL PARK 




SYGMA 

SYGMA is a subsidiary of SYSCO, a Fortune 100 company and the largest foodservice marketer and distributor in North America. The firm’s Oklahoma operations represent just one of 
nearly 80 firms prospering at MidAmerica in Pryor Creek. For more information about us, please visit: www.maip.com. 


©2008 MidAmerica Industrial Park 
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Event 


"Barbecue is a guy thing."— Mo[[y O'Neill 


Gridiron Grill 

Two Oklahoma football icons chow down for a good cause. 


Photography by John Jernigan 



B arbecue AND football: Fias there 

ever been a more perfect match? 

On May 1, Oklahoma football 
legends Barry Switzer and Billy Sims 
teamed up again for a public appearance to 
launch Oklahoma Todays barbecue-themed 
May/June issue at Billy Sims Barbecue in 
Edmond. The aroma of smoked meat tanta- 
lized fans as they lined up for autographed 
copies of the special issue, which features 
Switzer and Sims on the cover. 

''Oklahoma Today staff ate more than 
its share of barbecue as we worked on the 
issue over the last few months,” says Brian 
Brown, the magazine s advertising director. 
“We just had to schedule one more meal. 


and Billy Sims was happy to oblige.” 
Magazine staffers also were on hand to 
take subscription orders, and a portion of 
the proceeds from the event was donated 
to Ronald McDonald Fiouse Charities. 

WWLS sports radio personality A1 
Eschbach broadcast a live remote of 
Inside Sports with Al Eschbach on the 
Sports Animal, conducting interviews 
with Switzer and Oklahoma Today editor 
in chief Eouisa McCune-Elmore. 

“We really appreciated Barry coming 
out to show his support,” says Jeff Jackson, 
cofounder of Billy Sims Barbecue. “The 
fans loved it, and Barry enjoyed it, too.” 
— ^Jake Adamson 
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MILLION DOLLAR E 

Eat, sleep, work. Repeat. Each day seems as ordinary as the last. No 
wonder you need an escape. So set your sights on the sensational 
getaway that is Osage Million Dollar Elm Casino and make your escape. 

Make it a Million Dollar Nightf 

Tulsa Sand Springs Hominy Pawhuska Bartlesville Skiatook Ponca City 

Tisdale Pkwy. Keystone Expy. Hwy. 99 Hwy. 99 Allen Rd. 5555 West 73 N. City 

(aSBthSt. N. |a 129th W. Ave. 3.5 miles North (3 15th St. (3CR2145 Rogers Blvd. ViewRd. 

milliQndollarelnn.com 918 . 699.7777 



CASINO 


OMfinoAfi 

nfiTivf 

mtm 

TravelOK.com 



GreenCountryOK.com 


Gambling problem? Call 800.522.4700. 


An economic enterprise of the Osage Nation. 


Produced in cooperation with the Oklahoma 
Tourism & Recreation department. 



Event 




Key to Success 

OKLAHOMA TODAY’S EDITOR KEYNOTES 
THE ACHIEVERS UNDER 40 LUNCHEON. 

Citing Oklahoma’s “space to create” 
and “freedom to succeed,” editor in chief 
Louisa McCune-Elmore inspired the Journal 
Records Achievers Under 40 recipients with 
her keynote speech at the May 1 5 ceremony 
at the Renaissance Tulsa Hotel & Conference 
Center in Tulsa. 

“Oklahoma is small enough, new enough, 
and fresh enough that you can pick your identity 
here, pick your cause, pick your reality, and with 
enough drive, succeed at it relatively easily,” said 
McCune-Elmore. 

“Her passion for Oklahoma was apparent,” 
says Mary Melon, the Journal Record’s president 
and publisher. — kassy Nicholson 
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Your Vacation Home 

in the Heart of Santa Fe 



Located just three 
blocks from the Plaza 
on the corner of 
Catron Street and 
Grant Avenue. 


Pricing subject to change without notice, Oivners receive a ^/Sth 
undivided^ deeded interest m o C/ub residence. 


Ownership from $ 130,000 


[f you are someone with a passion for Santa Fe, 
an apprcciaiion for luxury and service, and 
a desire lo ow'n a liassle-lrec vacation home at 
a sensible price, we invite you to call for 
more information about the bend its of Club 
ownership at Fd Corazon de Santa Fe. 



Gall us today at 866.721-7^*^^ 

Or visit us online at vvww.ElCorazondeSantaFe.com 
Model homes open daily 

Destination Club Realt}'— New Mexico 
505.820.0850 



Thii moffino? u nof an offer to sell nor a soiidiathn of tm offer to bi^ io residents of or Jtiritdiction in which regsf ration requirements hmie rtof fuifilkd. 

AU information is subject in if/ihoui /laficc puc/ nqf 





Designed by renowned golf architect Perry Maxwell in 1924, 
Cherokee Hills Golf Club at Cherokee Casino Resort is rich 
in Oklahoma history The course was recently renovated by 
Tripp Davis and has proven to be one of the most beautiful and 
challenging courses in the state. 

Four teeing areas beckon golfers of all skill levels to traverse tree- 
lined fairways, dramatic elevation changes, demanding bent grass greens, 
natural rock outcroppings and babbling brooks. 

Cherokee Hills is a true challenge for the most accomplished 
golfer, yet it affords the weekend player an enjoyable experience. 

Green Country. 

Marketing Association"^ 

nflTivE mtm 

GreenCountryOK.com TravelOK.com 



1-44 East Exit 240A 
Tulsa, Oklahoma 
(800) 760-6700 
CherokeeCasino. com 


Produced in cooperation with the Oklahoma Tourism and Recreation Department 
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Hit the Road: EDITOR’S PICK 


It's My Party... 

P RANCING AROUND AS a prin- 
cess and shooting bad guys on 
the battlefield is fantasy kids stuff 
with a twist when parents plan 
inventive birthday celebrations at 
two Oklahoma party destinations that bring 
a child’s desires to life. 

At My Little Dollhouse in Tulsa, fairies- 
to-be are free to explore a magical kingdom 
of cotton candy castles, shining stars, a stage, 
and a secret garden. The birthday girl can even 
put Cinderella on her guest list. 

With glittery costumes, hair and makeup, 
and a casde, what more could a princess want? 
My Little Dollhouse adds nail polish, a Jupiter 
jump, and the opportunity for bedecked divas to 
rock out to Miley Cyrus on the venue’s stage. 

“The kids really like that we have such a 
variety of things to do,” says manager Karen 
Underwood. “We have a lot of glamour but 
a lot of playtime too, and moms don’t have 
to do all the work. We take care of that.” 
To give her some breathing room, Under- 
wood’s staff handles everything from invitations 




^ will you 



No caddy required! Begin 
exploring Oklahoma like never 
before. Wimgo™ finds everything 
to do and see throughout the state 
and makes it all easily searchable. It’s the 
website that helps you maximize life in Oklahoma. 
Find your swing, log on to wimgo.com todayl 
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to RSVPs to making a log of gifts received 
for ease in thank-you note writing. 

For kids more into warfare than froufrou, 
ThunderMoon Paintball in Mannford 
provides action-filled battle that’s not short 


“As a kid, I was obsessed with Ghostbusters. Since 
my parents owned the Fairview movie theater, I was 
treated to a Ghostbusters theme party for my seventh 
birthday, complete with a Slimer cake, plenty of ghost 
bustin’ toys, and a private showing of Ghostbusters II 
for me and my friends.” 

— Jake Adamson, associate editor 

“When I was about seven, a girl I knew had a birthday 
at McDonald’s, and Ronald McDonald attended. He 
gave me an autographed photo. I wish I still had it. 

I also got a red balloon and a cheeseburger. Seven 
years later, I ended up working at that McDonald’s, 
but I never saw Ronald again.” 

— Megan Rossman, associate editor 


on more aggressive types of fantasy. 

While there are castles among the many 
paintball sets, this is no place for a princess. 
With seven different structured battlefields 
including an Old West fort and fire sup- 


“A friend, Deanna Hickey, had her first-grade birthday 
party live on the Foreman Scotty television show on 
channel 4 in Oklahoma City. I was so excited and 
nervous that while I was riding the toy horse, my nose 
bled all over the white blouse I was wearing.” 

— Steffie Corcoran, senior editor 

“Apologies to my mother, but the best birthday party 
I ever had was the one I threw last November for a 
certain three-year-old. Fifteen kids spanning the ages 
of two to fifteen were all running around with toy 
guns and light sabers, discovering their inner Xenas 
and Obi-Wans. Of all my years of party planning and 
throwing, this was by far the most successful.” 

— Louisa McCune-Elmore, editor in chief 


port base, kids can spend hours pelting out 
paint. Co-owner Court Egger organizes 
age-appropriate parties that give kids the 
option of how close or far away they want 
to be from the action. 

“They can work at their own pace,” Egger 
says. “If none of them are very experienced. 
I’ll go out there and let them shoot at me.” 

It’s all about making sure little Rambos 
and Bravehearts are comfortable within their 
battle of choice. 

If the shrieks, squeals, and yells emanating 
from inside the castles and forts are any sign. 
My Little Dollhouse and ThunderMoon 
Paintball will be the party spot of record faster 
than parents can say, “Make a wish.” 

— Melissa Masters 

Parties at My Little Dollhouse start at $149. 
3017 East Ninety 'first Street in Tulsa. (918) 
299-4386 or mylittledollhouse. com. Admission 
to ThunderMoon Paintball is $10 per person 
or $5 per person for groups often or more. Five 
hundred paintballs are $15. 33440 West Fifty- 
first Street South in Mannford. (918) 260-6260 
or thundermoonpaintball. com. 


My Favorite Party 

THE MEMORY OF A GREAT BIRTHDAY PARTY CAN LIVE ON FOREVER. OKLAHOMA TODAY 
EDITORS SHARE THEIR FAVORITES. 





MAI^E @^ISH 


Wisk Ball 2008 


Join the Make-A-Wish Foundation of Oklahoma on a magic carpet 
ride through the world of hope, strength and joy given to our Wish 
Children by supporters and donors who make the magic happen. 


Friday, September 19 


The Skirvin Hilton Hotel, Oklahoma City 


To reserve your seats, call toll free (888)-90EWISH (9474) 



PRCsenring SponsoR - $25,000 

Primary Recognition on all Media pieces 
Speaker introduction opportunity 
(2) Tables with priority Seating for (10) people each 
Special Wish Art Gift 
Table Recognition 
Projected Recognition during Event 
Link from Make-A-Wish Website 


CJJish SponsoR - $5,000 

Priority Program Recognition 

Table with priority Seating for (10) people 

Special Wish Art Gift 

Table Recognition 

Projected Recognition during Event 

Link from Make-A-Wish Website 


OOagic SponsoR - $2,500 

Priority Program Recognition 

Table with priority Seating for (10) people 

Table Recognition 

Projected Recognition during Event 



Individual DReam SponsoR - $300 

(2) Tickets to Cocktail Reception and Dinner 
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A WEEKEND GETAWAY to It- 
aly is closer than Oklahoma 
travelers might think. 

With Italian-inspired 
architecture and decor and a 
constant flow of wine and conversation to 
entice them, guests at Lago Vista Bed and 
Breakfast may mistake the view outside 
their wide windows for the Mediterranean 
rather than Broken Bow Lake. 

Why the double take? Owner Chandra 
Rickey has spent almost twenty years in 
Oklahoma’s food and hospitality industries, 
but when she and husband Scott decided 
to build Lago Vista, which means “lake 
view” in Italian, she looked back to her 
birthplace in southeastern Oklahoma. 

The Rickeys are both Oklahoma natives, 
but Chandra was born in Verona — the 
Italian city Shakespeare immortalized with 
a pair of star-cross’d lovers, fitting for a 
future B&B proprietor — where her father, 
a U.S. Army officer, was stationed. 

“I spent the first year of my life there, and 
someday I hope to go back,” Rickey says. 

For now, Rickey is creating her own 
Oklahoma Romeo and Juliet at Lago 
Vista. Guests won’t find any drama here, 
though, only Oklahoma-style relaxation. 


Each of the four guest rooms includes 
a large corner Jacuzzi tub, stone tile, 
dramatic floor-to-ceiling windows that 
overlook the lake, a private balcony, and 
a fireplace. 

Rooms are creatively decorated, and two 
are named after the Italian word for the 
dominant color in each. Ametista, Italian 
for amethyst, is wrapped in purple and 


bronze, while Chianti carries a wine-red I 
motif with accents of gold. “ 

In the evenings, complimentary ^ 
cocktails are served in the downstairs 
common area. Rickey also encourages 
them to serve themselves from the bar 
at their leisure. 

A bedside guest booklet contains this 
Continued on page 24 


Fido’s Escape 

CABINS FROM RUSTIC TO LUXURIOUS ALLOW THE CANINE AND FELINE MEMBERS OF THE 
FAMILY TO JOIN THE FUN IN OKLAHOMA’S OUACHITA MOUNTAINS. 


Beavers Bend Creative Escape: This southeastern Oklahoma cabin operation offers luxury cabins in the 
Ouachita National Forest that sleep four to twelve people, with rates from $195 to $360 per night. Some have 
hot tubs, and all include a complimentary bottle of wine. (580) 306-2265 or beaversbendcreativeescape.com. 



Beavers Bend State Park: With forty-seven cabins that sleep two to six 
people at $68 to $1 30 per night, pet-attached travelers can find a 
range of accommodations amid the park’s towering pines near 
Broken Bow Lake. (580) 494-6300 or beaversbend.com. 


Last Resort Cabins: From spartan to luxury, these nine 
cabins offer one to four-bedroom accommodations with 
rates from $65 to $245 a night. They include fireplaces and 
grills, and some have hot tubs, too. Located in Hochatown. 
(888) 494-6639 or brokenbowlastresort.com. 
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Andrew Black 


lover downtown's most exciting dining 
ination! At Park Avenue Grill, Chef 
ifdrew is ready to serve you a signature 
meal, and our free valet parking means you 
won't wait long to start dining in style. 




PARK AVENUE GRILLE 

THE TASTE OF THE CITY. 


Skirvin Hilton • One Park Avenue • 405.272.3040 • Free Valet Parking 



Hit the Road: OVERNIGHT 


THE COURY COLLECTION OF FINE HOTELS 



Historic Properties 
Distinctly Modern Accommodations 
Business to Business Amenities 


mCOLRY 

COLLECTION 


WWW.COURYCOLLECTION.COM 


Gifts For Your Inner Okie. 


Select Jeweled Brooches - $25.00 



Call (800) 777-1793 or Visit OklahomaToday.com 




Continued from page 22 
caveat, written by Chandra Rickey: “At 
Lago Vista, there is no happy hour. It’s 
happy hour all the time!” In fact, Rickey 
is co-owner of Girls Gone Wine, a unique 
winery and gift shop in Broken Bow. 

After an evening of adult bever- 
ages and relaxation, there’s no early 
breakfast here. Rickey serves a hearty 
Oklahoma day-starter in her pajamas 
around nine a.m. 

The Rickeys are just as laid back 
when it comes to canine members of 
the family. Lago Vista is the only B&B 
in southeastern Oklahoma that allows 
pets. While dogs and cats don’t disrupt 
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this haven for wine lovers and romantics, 
kids would, Rickey says. 

“Were built for romantic weekends,” 
she says of Lago Vistas “no kids” policy. “I 
don’t mind putting a dog outside, but you 
can’t put a child outside.” 

That’s great for guests like Sonja and 
Phil Floyd of Marietta, who have brought 
their Jack Russell terrier with them to 
Lago Vista four times since it opened last 
March. Rickey’s Italian-style hospitality 
has them hooked. 

“It’s so nice to just kick back and do noth- 
ing,” Sonja Floyd says. “I can sit in the Jacuzzi 
with a glass of wine, look out over the lake, 
and work the kinks out.” 



Guests also can watch movies in the theater- 
style media room or play pool in the adjacent 
OU Sooner-themed game room. For Floyd, an 
afternoon at Lago Vista is spent eagle-spotting 
on the deck. 

Fiowever guests decide to while away 
the hours at Lago Vista Bed and Breakfast, 
they’ll find that although the decor is remi- 
niscent of Italy, the hospitality and natural 
beauty are all about Oklahoma. 

— Kimberly Mauck 

Lago Vista Bed and Breakfast accommodations 
are $200 to $250 per night fora double-occupancy 
room. State Highway 259A in Broken Bow. (580) 
494-7378 or lagovistabedandbreakfast.com. 
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Hit the Road: RESTAURANT 


"Sacred cows make the best hamburger."— Mark Twain 



The Brook’s two Tulsa locations provide a 
family atmosphere in the heart of the city 
and in south Tulsa. 



^ - The Brook Restaurant & Bar changes with the times while hanging o^ to its roots. 



T he BROOK: IT’S the greenish 
glow and retro font on the 
sign that so many associate 
with Tulsa’s lively Brookside 
area. In fact, the Brook Res- 
taurant & Bar may be the most recognizable 
landmark along Peoria Avenue. 

The structure originally was constructed 
during the post-World War II building 
boom as a 600-seat movie theater famous 
for its Saturday afternoon matinees. The 
marquee that illuminates the restaurant is 
the theater’s original sign. 

Over the years, the retro-flavored marquee 
also has become a harbinger of good eats. 
Now in its thirteenth year of operation on 
Brookside, the Brook Restaurant & Bar has 
found its niche as a family-oriented restaurant 
during the day and a launching pad for the 
younger crowd late at night. 

“When we first opened, we were noth- 
ing but a bar,” says Jamie Earle, general 


manager. “Now you can come in as late as 
10 p.m. and have a meal without dealing 
with the bar crowd.” 

That doesn’t mean the bar crowd would 
be disappointed. The Brook boasts twelve 
beers on tap, nine of them imports, and a 
happy hour from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. weekdays 
with half-price appetizers and inexpensive 


domestic beers. Apart from mild-mannered 
Happy Hour revelers, the daylight hours see 
the Brook serving order after order of cheese 
fries, vegetable quesadillas, fried mushrooms, 
nachos, and burgers to families. 

Earle says patrons aren’t the only thing 
that’s changed since the Brook’s early days; 
the menu has, too. With more than sixty 
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Baby Brook 

A FAMILY-FRIENDLY VERSION OF THE POPULAR RESTAURANT OPENS IN THE ’BURBS. 

The Brook’s Brookside location made such a splash in its first ten years that in 2005, owner Michael 
Watkins decided to open a second location at Ninety-first Street and Memorial Road in ever-expanding 
south Tulsa. Simply called brook SOUTH, “It’s an entirely different animal,” Earle says of Brookside’s little 
brother. “It’s in the suburbs, so we anticipated more families would eat at that location.” He was right. The 
south location offers different food specials Monday through Thursday and has more limited, family-friendly 
hours of operation. 7727 East Ninety-first Street in Tulsa. (918) 392-9977 or brookrestaurant.com. 





Dine In ♦ Carry Out ♦ Catering 

(405) 525-8111 

712 Culbertson Drive • Oklahoma City 

(2 blocks East of Lincoln Blvd. between the 
State Capitol and OU Medical Center) 



items including unique dishes like the 
Taco Wrap, a garlic-herb tortilla filled with 
grilled chicken or ground beef, guacamole, 
lettuce, cheese, and black olives, its a far 
cry from the original twelve-item menu 
of long ago. 

The Brook also serves Earle s favorite and 
a house specialty, the Bleu Cheese Burger. 
All the burgers are half pounders, but this 
one has a kick, thanks to chipotle barbecue 
dressing and bleu cheese crumbles. 

Another point worth noting for burger- 
lovers: The Brook is one of few restaurants 
that will cook burgers so lean, the meat is 
full-bloom pink. 

“If you want it rare, we’ll do it,” 
says Earle. 

With the original projector from the 
old theater hanging in the red booth-filled 
dining area and a total of twelve plasma 
TVs, the Brook is a successful collabora- 
tion between old and new. Its nostalgic 
atmosphere, menu, modern variety, and 
amenities make it a city hot spot primed for 
summer memories. — Rachel Wright 

The Brook Restaurant & Bar, 3401 
South Peoria in Tulsa. (918) 748-9977 
or hrookrestaurant. com. 


Guthrie 

III 

H istoric 
Tours llc 


Band 

Together, 

March around 
WITH us ON AN 
ENTERTAINING 
GUIDED tour! 
RESERVATIONS 
AVAILABLE. 



405.382.8687 (tour) 


330 W OKLAHOMA AVE, 


GUTHRIE, OK 73044 


WWW, GUTHRIEHISTORICTOURS, COM 
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Hit the Road: RESTAURANT 


"Eat your vegetables."— Mom 


Have a Heart 

Peeling back the layers reveals this culinary gem near Grand Lake. 


I T’S BEEN SAID that life is like eating 
artichokes: You have to go through 
so much to get so little. That isn’t the 
case at the Artichoke Restaurant & 
Bar in northeastern Oklahoma. In 
addition to its namesake, the cozy restaurant 
offers diners much more in the elegantly 
furnished, 1 1 0-year-old farmhouse on the 
outskirts of Langley. 

Inside the restaurant, a coy Eve grins from 
a pastel draAving as guests dip artichoke leaves 
in lemon butter and crunch on a variety of 
salads. Works by local artists and pieces on loan 
from the Dodson Galleries in Oklahoma City 
are beautifully lit on the cream-colored wall 
that accentuates the unfinished pine ceiling 
and oak floor. Custom draperies adorn every 
window, including the women’s restroom, a 
converted laundry room. 



Owners Jim and Diana Sellers take an ac- 
tive role in the operations of the Artichoke 
and the Potting Shed garden and greenhouse, 
located behind the restaurant. In addition to 
retail bedding flowers and custom potting 
projects, Diana grows herbs and vegetables 
to season and garnish the menu items. The 
flavor especially shines in the Syrian Salad, 
dressed with an invigorating trio of lemon, 
garlic, and mint. 

Diana’s produce and seasonal items from 
local farmers make for extra-fresh fare. With 
so many house specialties, it may prove dif- 
ficult for diners to make a choice. The Watt 
Notts, stuffed mushrooms named after their 
creator, a former colleague of Jim’s; a variety of 
salads and steaks; and of course, spinach and 
artichoke dip all are equally tempting. 

Continued on page 30 



OUR PROMISE IS SIMPLE..., 

GREAT steak! 


1309 South Agnew ■ 1st Light South of t-40 

405.236.04 t 6 

www.CattlemensRestauhant.com 

Open 6am Every Day 


WORLD RENOWNED FOR OUR CHARCOAL-BROILED STEAKS! 

OVER 90 YEARS IN THE SAME LOCATION IN HISTORIC STOCKYARDS CITY! 
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A New Leaf 

WHO KNEW ARTICHOKES WERE SO 
INTERESTING? 

The ARTICHOKE is actually a flower bud, and 
if allowed to mature, the pointy leaves — or 
bracts — unfurl, revealing a purple thistle that is 
related to those seen all over Oklahoma in the 
spring. Monterey County, California, is the heart 
of the country’s artichoke supply. The coastal 
town of Castroville in Monterey County hosts an 
annual Artichoke Festival every May. At the 1 947 
festival, Marilyn Monroe was crowned the first 
Artichoke Queen. 



Our restaurants are madly whipping up some excitement ! 

Stillwater has a restaurant for every taste (pun intended) from Thai to Tex-Mex, 
burgers to prime filets, barbeque to oyakodon and pizza to souvlaki. Over 5 
S' ga billion restaurants in all. each vwth its unique take on any given recipe. Food 

y and friends /are the order of the day all around Stillwater, 




Stillwater Convention & Visitors Bureau 
visitstillwater.org 800-991-67 1 7 
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Hit the Road: RESTAURANT 





Sm5l^%Kickeir 


urioppea'Bm 


Baby^BaciTRiDS 


Wefygmoked^ Sausil t 
Effi^ib£j^Ch^p|^ PorK 

Potato^Sal^ l?^ole Slaw^^Slic^ PorklP*' Horninfade^Piel 


m 


Call Ahead for'Easy Take-Out! 



1425 New SapulpaRd- 


Relish the famous BBQa, steaks and seafood 
specialties that have made Freddie’s a favorite Route 
66 destination. We promise to make your day. 


Sit Down. 

Stay Awhile, 


NEW EXIT OFF OF TURNER TURNPIKE! 

Exit 218A, turn right at the stoplight, go down 
about 2/10 of a mile and you're at Freddie's! 




Continued from page 28 

The most popular menu items are the 
petite filet and the daily pasta specials, 
including fettuccine with shrimp and 
asparagus in a bleu cheese sauce. 

“When we first opened, we were in 
the middle of the low-carb craze, and we 
didn’t even put it on the menu,” Jim Sell- 
ers says. “Now, we have about thirty-six 
different pastas, and sometimes we add 
another one. For our regular customers, 
it’s a nice thing.” 

If carbs are no object, it’s a good idea to 
save room for dessert; the warm and gooey 
chocolate cake with vanilla ice cream comes 
in a large bowl with two spoons. 

With thirty-something years of experience 
as a restaurateur. Sellers has perfected the 
industry trifecta of service, atmosphere, and 
food. This July, the Artichoke will celebrate 
its fourth birthday, and word has traveled 
about its quality. 

“We have a good mix of locals and 
weekenders,” Sellers says of the Grand 
Lake-based clientele. 

After a day of play at the lake, a trip on State 
Highway 82 leads to the Artichoke and the 
Sellers , who make diners feel right at home. 

— Tricia Dameron 

The Artichoke Restaurant & Bar, 35896 
South State Highway 82 in Langley. Res- 
ervations are recommended for weekend 
dinners. (918) 782-9855 or theartichoke. 
glaok. com. 
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Hit the Road: CHEF 


"Most seafoods. ..should be simply threatened with heat and then celebrated with joy." —Jeff Smith, the Frugal Gourmet 


Fishy Business 

Tim Richards is the captain of the Bodean Seafood kitchen. 


B odean seafood’s executive chef Tim Richards has been quite a catch. The Colorado native who moved to Tulsa as a 
teen in 1980 learned everything from salmon to saffron in OSU-Okmulgees culinary program and at Michael Fuscos Flavors 
before dropping anchor at Bodean Seafood in 2000. — Steffie Corcoran 



What’s your earliest cooking 
memory? Mom letting me 
boil cranberries at seven or 
eight. No matter what I put 
in them — sugar, salt, spices, 
or whatever — I could not 
get them to taste good. 

What’s your favorite seafood 
to cook? Bluefin or yellow- 
fin tuna because they lend 
themselves to so many types 
of cooking. Raw, seared, 
Italian, French, Asian — 
they’re just very versatile. 

What cooking utensils do you 
consider vital? Obviously a 
good chef’s knife is a must- 
have, but also a hand blender 
for emulsifying sauces and 
dressings. 

At Bodean, you update your 
dinner menu frequently. How 
do you decide what to add and 
what to take away? I try very 
hard to keep things from 
getting stale, number one, 
but I also want to utilize 
what’s fresh and seasonal as 



it’s available. When I come 
across some fantastic tidbit 
that must go on the menu, I 
generally change the oldest 
thing already there just on 
principle. 

If you could appear on one 
cooking show, which would it 

be? Anthony Bourdain’s No 
Reservations. That guy has a 
total lock on the restaurant biz 
from the chef’s perspective. 


What is the most common mis- 
conception about seafood? That 
it must be cooked well done or 
all the way through. 

Do you use any seafood that’s 
native to Oklahoma at Bodean’s? 

Not really. There just isn’t 
much out there besides catfish. 

Who is your favorite person to 
cook for? My mom. I figure I 
owe her a few meals. 


What are the three key ingredi- 
ents to cooking with seafood? 

Sea salt, fresh ground pep- 
per, and a good extravirgin 
olive oil. 

If you could cook only one 
dish, what would it be? Duck. 
It is my absolute favorite. 
Rich meat and crispy skin, 
yum! 

Aside from yourself, who is 
your favorite cook or chef in 
Oklahoma? Tim Inman of 
Stonehorse Cafe. 

When you go out to eat in 
Oklahoma, where do you go? 

I go to total dives like Ron’s 
Fiamburgers. 

You’ve won a number of 
awards over the years. Which 
one is most important to 
you? The awards are nice, 
but they’re not really what 
motivates me. What moti- 
vates me is the average Joe, 
the guy who just randomly 
comes in, has an amaz- 
ing dining experience, and 
leaves wondering what the 
heck just happened. 

What advice would you give 
to a young chef? Check your 
ego and soak it up. There is 
so much to be learned if you 
are willing. 
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"He makes his home where the living is best." —Anonymous 


Hit the Road: SPOTLIGHT 



Home Work 

An Oklahoma City treasure, the Overholser Mansion, is 


scheduled for its face-lift. 

O NE OF OKLAHOMA’S 
historic landmarks is tak- 
ing a dip in the fountain 
of youth. Over the years, 
the Overholser Mansion, 
located on the corner of Fifteenth and 
Hudson in Oklahoma City’s Heritage Hills 
neighborhood, has started shov^ing telltale 
damage from more than a hundred years 
of life and Oklahoma v^eather. 

An April 26 Hard Hat event kicked 
off its first-ever restoration, a $3 million 
campaign that will completely restore the 
grand dame from the outside in and fund 
an endowment to keep her in shape for the 
next hundred years. 

Restoration chair and Oklahoma City busi- 
nessman Bill Gumerson has been involved in 


the mansion’s upkeep and preservation since 
it was designated a house museum in 1972. 

“The Overholser is genuinely a national 
treasure,” Gumerson says. “It’s unique in all 
of the United States in terms of the collection. 
There are many house museums that have 
Continued on page 34 
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The Museum of the Americas 

open daily 10 a.m, to 5 p.m. • 1400 North Gilcrease Museum Road • Tulsa, Oklahoma 74127-2100 • Info; 918.596.2700 • vww.gilcrease.org 
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Acres for Nature 

CONSERVING O K LA H O MA — ACRE BY ACRE 

70, OCX) ACRES • I I PRESERVES • 8 ECOREGIONS • 1 STATE 

‘^AND YOU*^ 



Central Short Grass Prairie 
Soul hern Short Grass Prairie 
Central Mixed- Grass Prairie 
Cross Umbers & Southern Tallgrass Prairie 
O&age Plains ^ Flint Hills Prairie 

The Oitark Plateau ^ 

Tlie Ouachita Mountains 
Upper West Gulf Coastal Plain 




Panlatoc Ridge 

Rresert'e | 
Actth} ^ 


(3,176 


UDtrhlcr Seeps Sandhill^ 
Preserve 
(484 Acres) 


TJieNature 

Conservancy 

Protecting nature. Preserving life'.' 



The Nature Conseivan<2y of OMahoma 

nature.or^oklahoma 

5801 RBraaclwy Ext., Suite 101 1 ORiliomaOty, OK 73118 I (405)83S«537 
2727 East 21“ St, Suite 102 | TULsa, OK 74114 | (918)585-1117 






Hit the Road: spotlight 



Edmond s ^outtk festivals 

• Band Concert @UCO - Thursday, June 26, 2008 - In front of 
UCO Mitchell Hall Theater- 7:30pm. 

• Car Show - Saturday, June 28, 2008 - UCO 9:00am. to 3:00pm. 

' Miss LibertyFest Pageant - Saturday, June 28, 2008 at 
7:00 p.m.. Constitution Hall UCO 

• LibertyFest Rodeo -Saturday, June 28, - Sunday, June 29, 
2008 - 300 N. Kelly Rodeo Grounds, 8:00pm. 

Adults $8 & children $5. 

' LibertyFest Kite Festival - Saturday, June 28, 2008 - Sunday, 
June 29th, 2008 - Mitch Park, 9:30am-5:00pm. 

' Taste of Edmond - Sunday, June 29, 2008 - Festival Market 
Place Downtown, 6:30pm. - 8:30pm. Cost is $10 per person 
and children 10 and under are free. 

' Road Rally - Sunday, June 29, 2008 -11 :00 a.m. till 3:00 p.m. 
entry @ (City Administration Parking Corner 1 st and 
Boulevard ) Cost is $7. 

• Chalk It Up for LibertyFest - Thursday, July 3, 2008 - Time 
10:00 am to 1 :00pm. Downtown - Festival Market Place. 

' LibertyFest Parade - Friday July 4th, 2008 Start time - 
9:00 a.m.- Downtown Edmond. 

• LibertyFest@UCO - Friday, July 4, 2008 - UCO - 5pm. 

Free watermelon (while supply lasts). 

' Fireworks@UCO - Friday, July 4, 2008 -UCO - 10:00 p.m. 

For more information contact 341-4336 




WWW. visitedmondok.com 


WWW. libertyfest. org 

( ( » t r 0 1 Okjoko* • ' > 
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The bedroom Henry Ovemnser occupied is 
one of five within th^mansion. Hand-sewn 
carpets and quiits ^mpiement the stateiy 
originai furniture.'< ^ 


Continued from page 32 
fabulous structures but don’t include all 
the original furnishings, walls, and floors. 
This house has it almost all intact.” 

The mansions namesake, Henry Over- 
holser, came to Oklahoma City during the 
Land Run of 1889 and became known 
as “the Father of Oklahoma City.” The 
first phase of the project at his former 
home, which Gumerson expects to be 
complete this fall, concentrates on the 
immediate need for the exterior to be 
restored so that weather decay will no 
longer damage the structure. 

From a distance, the need for repair 
isn’t obvious, but a closer look reveals 
peeling brown paint that will be stripped 
to expose the house’s natural sandstone, 
giving it a reddish look. The windows, 
masonry, and roofing also will be 
repaired. 

“The exterior was in a crisis situation,” 
says Gumerson. “We were very close to 
losing original parts of the house that 
could not be restored. Fortunately, that’s 


1 . 1 



The lighter area on this hand-painted 
canvas wall in the parlor is an 
example of the interior improvements 
at the Overholser Mansion. 
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Site Selectors 

OKLAHOMA PRESERVATIONISTS PICK THE 
BUILDINGS LEAST LIKELY TO SUCCEED 
WITHOUT HELP. 

Oklahoma’s historic buildings may be old, but 
they are far from forgotten. The Oklahoma State 
Historic Preservation Office and Preservation 
Oklahoma teamed up in 1993 to create the annual 
OKLAHOMA’S MOST ENDANGERED HISTORIC PLACES 
list to raise public awareness that the state is in 
danger of losing these historic structures. The 
following buildings and sites are among those on 
the 2008 list. 

• Archeological sites statewide 

• Art Deco apartment building in Oklahoma 
City’s Crown Heights neighborhood 

• Boley Historic District 

• Chilocco Indian School in Kay County 

• Fairchild Wine Vault in Oklahoma City 

• Lustron homes statewide 

• Midtown Tulsa 

• Route 66 motels 

• Sante Fe Depot in Tonkawa 

• Wheelock Academy near Millerton 


not the case now. Well be able to save 
them all.” 

Henry and Anna Overholser s opening 
gala took place in 1904, shortly after 
the house was completed, and virtu- 
ally every one of the mansion’s interior 
items — some 99 percent — have been 
there ever since. 

The interior restoration will be the fo- 
cus of the second phase of the campaign, 
expected to begin in spring 2009, when 
workers will begin to restore the hand- 
painted walls, hand-sewn carpets, artwork, 
and furnishings selected by the Overholsers 
to their original gleam. 

Liz Carr, director of the museum, says 
the mansion has been educating visitors 
for more than thirty-five years. 

“It’s a historic family house, and the 
collection items are what really tell the 
story of the Overholser and the history 
of Oklahoma,” Carr says. “You can walk 
into the house and journey back in time 
to see how this family lived.” 

— Melissa Masters 

The Overholser Mansion, 405 Northwest 
Fifieenth Street in Oklahoma City. (405) 
525-5325 
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GIFTS, DECOR, & TEA ROOM 






OiliK liY oii€ of Edmond's most unique 
shopping and dining experiences! 

• Online at wwwjnspirationsakcam 

• Huge Seleclion of Gifts and Decor J-y - . 

• Over 70 Varities of Fine Tea IlfTiT 

• Full Lunch Menu 

• Perfect for Parties 







SPONSORED BY 


KIRKPATRICK BANK 


Date: July 26, 2008 - State Fair Park at City Arts Center 
Course: 5k - USATF Sanctioned/Certified and I Mile Fun-Run 
Start Times: I Mile Fun-Walk/Run 10:30pm | 5k Run 11:00pm 
Registration: $20.00 | $25.00 Day of Race - 8pm-l 0pm 
Register at City Arts Center, any Kirkpatrick Bank branch or 
online at www.cityartscenter.org 
For more information call: 405.951.0000 


SI KIRKPATFUCK BANK 

Edmond • 1 5th & Broadway • Bryant & Memorial Rd • Santa Fe & Danforth 
Oklahoma City • 63rd & Broadway • kirkpatrickbankcom • Member FDIC 

f 

osLimcmfl travelok.com 

nUTIVE llrtEPICir oktourism.com 


OklahomaToday.com 


35 







BLACKWELL 

Comfort Inn 

Comfort Inn 

at Founders Tower 

1201 N. 44th St. 

5204 Mosteller Dr. 

EDMOND 

Sleep Inn 8c Suites 

Sleep Inn 8c Suites 

12024 North 1-35 

3608 S. Broadway Ext. 

Econo Lodge Inn 8c 

EL RENO 

Suites 

Comfort Inn 

Bricktown 

1202 S.W. 22th St. 

1250 E. Reno Ave. 

GUTHRIE 

Econo Lodge 

Sleep Inn 8c Suites 

8200 W. 1-40 Service Rd. 

414 Heather Rd. 

PAULS VALLEY 

IDABEL 

Comfort Inn 8c Suites 

Comfort Suites 

103 S. Humphrey Blvd. 

400 S.E. Lincoln Blvd. 

PONCA CITY 

MIDWEST CITY 

Comfort Inn 8c Suites 

Comfort Inn 8c Suites 

3101 N. 14th St. 

5653 Tinker Diagonal 

Econo Lodge 

MOORE 

Comfort Inn 8c Suites 

212 S. 14th St. 

1809 N. Moore Ave. 

PRYOR 

Comfort Inn 8c Suites 

NORMAN 

302 Mid America Dr. 

Quality Inn 
100 S.W. 26th Dr. 

TULSA 


Quality Suites 

OKLAHOMA CITY 

3112 S. 29th E.Ave. 

Clarion Hotel Airport 

Near 31st 8c Memorial 

232 S. Meridian Ave. 

Comfort Suites 

Quality Inn Southwest 

Central/l-44 

2800 C.A. Henderson 

8039 E. 33rd St. South 

Blvd. 

Comfort Inn Airport 

Quality Inn Trade Winds 

6230 E. Archer St. 

1800 E. Reno Ave. 

Sleep Inn 8c Suites 

Comfort Suites 

Woodland Hills 

4220 W. 1-40 Service Rd. 

10143 E. 62nd St. South 


Visit Oklahoma and 
save up to 10%* at 
participating Choice 
Hotels. 


With over 25 Choice hotels 
across Oklahoma, you’ll 
always find a room to fit your 
travel plans and your budget. 
Plus, earn nights, flights, amd 
more with our Choice 
Privelages ®** rewards 
program. Call today and ask 
for the Oklahoma Rate to 
save up to 10% or book 
online. If Oklahoma wasn’t 
calling, it is now. 


Ask for the Oklahoma Rate 
or visit 

choicehotels.com/ 

oklahoma-hotels 


We*Il see you there. 

CHOICE HOTELS IHTERKATIDHAL* 


* Advance reservations required. Offer cannot be combined with any other discount. Subject to availability at partici- 
pating hotels throughout Oklahoma through 12/3 1/2008. **For complete details on the Choice Privelages rewards 
program, see choiceprivelages.com. © Choice Hotels International, Inc. All rights reserved. 



Robotic tournaments 
are the new science fairs 
as students learn science 
the hands-on way. 

T he robots are coming, 

the robots are coming. This 
summer, more than three 
hundred teams will be out 
in full mechanical force at 
the International Botball Tournament 
and Global Conference on Educational 
Robotics in Norman. 

For the uninitiated, Botball is a 
trademarked robotics program with an 
educational emphasis. Botball starts with 
the bots, constructed primarily of Legos 
and Game Boys. From these humble 
beginnings, a tournament was born 
in which six- to ten-member student 
teams from near and far will show off 
homemade robots they have designed, 
programmed, and built. 

The Botball program is operated by 
the KISS (Keep It Simple, Stupid) In- 
stitute for Practical Robotics, a Norman 
nonprofit whose goal is to improve the 
public’s understanding of technology. 
Last year’s tournament in Hawaii in- 
cluded competitors from as far away as 
Kuwait and Qatar. Teams from Poland, 
Nigeria, and countries in the Middle 
East are among those registered for the 
2008 contest. 
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The Botball program teaches students 
about more than technology, adding vital 
skills they will need in the real world like 
problem solving and teamwork. 

“Sometimes students who do not 
necessarily have the highest grades in 
science class come to the front when 
doing hands-on work,” says Southwest 
Covenant teacher Linda Ross of Yukon, 
team leader of the second-place finishers 
at last years international tournament. 

But the International Botball Tourna- 
ment and its dozens of teams is only a 
fraction of the Global Conference on 
Educational Robotics. Also included is 
a Botball tournament for adults. Beyond 
Botball, and a number of conference 
activities including seminars on technol- 
ogy, a robot showcase, topic papers, and 
science projects. 

This is more than a glorified robot- 
ics conference. Jenny Grigsby, a recent 
coordinator at the KISS Institute, says 
students are impacted in ways that 
transcend Botball. 

“We hear all the time about students 
who feel like an outcast or a nerd at 
school,” says Grigsby. “At Botball, 
they’re surrounded by kids who are 
just like them.” — Tiffany White 

The 2008 International Botball Tourna- 
ment and Global Conference on Educa- 
tional Robotics is July 8 through 11 at the 
University of Oklahoma, botball.org 



Arbuckiti Country 


Our Waters Await 


Cool off this summer in Arbuckle Country, Oklahoma’s 
Natural Adventure. With crystal clear lakes, inviting 
rivers, natural springs, and rushing waterfalls, Arbuckle 
Country is an oasis of adventure. To plan your getaway 
to Southcentral Oklahoma’s Arbuckle Mountain region, 
visit www.arbuckles.com. 




•Htea 


Summer Vacation at 1 


DAY 


Buy 1 Get 1 
Free Mini-Golf 


lil i.j !■'( 1 1 


g. Not I 
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I One per cou pan. Please present befare oraering. Not 
r'f ^ valid vwth any oltief offer or coupons. Exp. 0&31 /OS. 
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Hit the Road: LANDSCAPE 



"Trust thyself; every heart vibrates to that iron string." —Ralph Waldo Emerson 

Iron Man 

Artist Larry Pickering is taking wood shop to a 
whole new level. 


F or sculptor LARRY Pickering, 

it all comes down to one word: 
simple. 

“The truth is in the material,” he says. 
“Simple is better, more pure.” 

A lot of truth hides among the angular 
lines of his sculptures, even in the gaps. 

“See that separation?” he says, pointing 
to one work in his Oklahoma City studio. 
“That symbolizes a leap of faith.” 

Pickering has long worked in construc- 
tion, since early 2008 as project manager at 
Fitzsimmons Architects in Oklahoma City. 
Creative restlessness has kept him moving 
around physically and professionally, and he 
has funneled it into a variety of outlets over 
the years, including furniture design. 

The Midwest City native s art career was 
born with a leap of faith four years ago — and 
with a wrong turn. 

One night on the way home from a friend s 
office, he stumbled onto an old, empty wood 
shop in an industrial area. Pickering spied a 
“for lease” sign and called the number. With 
one tour of the open floor plan situated in a 
quiet area, the 31 Deuce Studio was born. 

“Wrong turn, new direction,” Picker- 
ing says. 

The studio s name is a play on the address, 
312 Northeast Thirty-seventh Street — in 
card games, deuce denotes the two — and the 
number above the door is as close to signage 
as 31 Deuce gets. 

The red brick exterior hints of the building s 
history, and the tools inside speak more of 
metalwork than art, but sculptures dominate 
the sun-fllled interior with another literally 
on the drawing board. Pickering is drawn to 
scrap-yard steel, especially rusty pieces. 

“Look at the texture, the natural patina,” 
he says, running his hands over one piece. 
“It s intriguing because it will keep changing 
over time.” 

Pickering and artist Randy Marks shared 
the space for the first year and a half, and 
it was Marks who encouraged him to try 
sculpture — “He really hammered at me,” 


Pickering says — eventually opening another 
door by putting Pickerings first piece in a 
show he was organizing. 

Pickering stayed with the familiar in the 
beginning, the architectural concepts he 
knew well. 

“But I figured out quickly 
that I did not want to do that,” 
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Sign of the Times 

ARCADIA’S ROUND BARN GETS A 
MARKER BEFITTING ITS HISTORY AND 
UNIQUENESS. 

Larry Pickering more or less went back in time 
when it came to creating a sign for the well-known 

ROUND BARN. 

“The design reminds me of the old roadside 
motel signs,” he says. 

The red barn is snuggled in the heart of Arcadia 
alongside Route 66. Vi Davis, Arcadia Historical 
Society president, says it was important the Round 
Barn sign be visible from the highway. 

“A lot of people drive by here and don’t realize 
it’s a public place,” she says of the Round Barn. 

Pickering created the sign from sketches by 
local architect Duane Mass. The final result stands 
about ten feet high and is perched on a small rise 
by the highway. Its weathered steel will turn orange 
over time. 

Says Pickering, “I felt the design, size, and 
the use of rustic materials was appropriate in the 
small-town context.” Round Barn, (405) 396-0824 
or arcadiaroundbarn. org. 
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that I did not want to do that,” he says. 
“It iimited me.” 

So it was back to the drawing board, 
where simpler forms began to emerge. 
The concepts have found life in every- 
thing from a bonsai tree rendered in 
steel and glass — now gracing a Florida 
restaurant — to the trophies wielded by 
winners at the recent PLUG Independent 
Music Awards in New York City. 

But home is where the art is. Oklahoma 
City, from an artist’s point of view, is a 
blank canvas. 

“No matter what you do, there’s a 
good chance you’re the one,” Pickering 
says. “Oklahoma City and Oklahoma has 
some of the best art in the world.” 

— Dyrinda Tyson-Jones 

The 31 Deuce Studio will host Heavy 
Metal, highlighting Oklahoma City and 
Tulsa artists who work in steel, on August 
2 from noon to 9 p.m. 312 Northeast 
Thirty-seventh in Oklahoma City (405) 
524-9594 or popmodern.com. 
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WHEN IT COMES TO SETTLING CLAIMS, 
THE SOONER THE BETTER. 


INTRODUCING OUR NEW 24/7 CLAIMS HOTLINE* 1-877-OFB-CLAIM (OR 1-877-632-2524) 


Oklahomans first earned the name Sooners by making fast claims. Granted, they were a little too fast, but that’s no reason to 
abandon a tradition. So if you have a claim to report, give us a call as soon as it’s convenient, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 
For more information about Oklahoma Farm Bureau, visit us online at okfbins.com. 


*Not applicable for some policies, including crop, life, health, or disability / long-term care. 


i OKLAHOMA 
FARM BUREAU 
^MNSURANCE 


We’re OK, so you’re okay. 



ROBERT MIU\ZZO/2MK STUDIOS 



'Growing up in Oklahoma, it was wonderful being an ambassador of 
Indian culture for my friends. Now that I'm in New York City, where 
people know a lot about Indian culture. I've become an ambassador 
SL jr ior Oklahoma." —Shibani Joshi 
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Okies: RIGHT NOW 



Money Honey 

S HIBANI JOSHI HAS a diverse 
portfolio. The thirty-two-year-old 
Oklahoma City native is one of 
the rising stars of the Fox Busi- 
ness Network, a national business 
and financial news channel that launched in 
October 2007. 

As a general assignment reporter, Joshi 
covers everything from NASDAQ movers 
and shakers to the latest technology trends. 
She boasts impressive professional assets, 
including time served as a Wall Street analyst, 
a Harvard MBA, and a time-tested, true-blue 
Oklahoma work ethic. 

“I hired Shibani because she impressed 
me by the fact that she didn’t want to be on 
TV as much as she wanted to be in busi- 
ness news journalism,” says Kevin Magee, 
executive vice president of the Fox Business 
Network. “She comes to the table with very 
good skills at taking an issue and breaking it 
down so we can all understand it.” 

Joshi’s feet-on-the-ground perspective 
hasn’t escaped the attention of those who 
knew her before her ascent. 

“Shibani continues to be modest, humble, 
giving, and down to earth,” says Joshi’s for- 
mer professor, Dipankar Ghosh, who helps 
facilitate workshops at OU led by the former 
star student. “You don’t see her flashing her 
credentials.” 

Joshi says her no-nonsense approach can 
be traced to her childhood growing up in 
north Oklahoma City. Her parents, Dileep 
and Meghana Joshi, immigrated to Oklahoma 
from Poona, India, and raised Shibani and 
her siblings with the help of the city’s growing 
first-generation Indian community. 

“The people of Oklahoma — my family, 
neighbors, and teachers — instilled in me a lot 
of confidence and support that made me feel 
like anything was possible,” Joshi says. 

Joshi accomplished the near-impossible 
when she landed a coveted position in 
the New York City-based Morgan Stanley 
analyst program shortly after receiving her 
undergraduate degree in finance and ac- 
counting from the University of Oklahoma 
in 1998. 

“I was the only one in my entire analyst 
class of several hundred who didn’t come 
from an Ivy League school,” says Joshi. “I 
thought it was important to demonstrate 
that there are smart, ambitious people from 
all tracks of life.” 


Joshi spent two years working one hundred- 
hour weeks on Wall Street before taking a 
year to travel abroad. She spent time in Asia 
and India, then returned to New York City 
to work as a production assistant at CNN’s 
now-defunct financial network. Joshi soon was 
accepted into the Harvard Business School 
graduate program, where she received an 
MBA in 2004. 

After graduation, Joshi accepted posi- 
tions at ImaginAsian TV, Times Now, 
News 1 2 Westchester, Reuters Television, 
and ABC News before landing her current 


Press Pass 

SHIBANI JOSHI SHARES HER DREAM 
LINEUP OF OKLAHOMA BUSINESS 
INTERVIEWS. 

Why these guys? Joshi says, “This list consists of 
leaders who have reached the pinnacle of success 
in the international business arena, brought 
Oklahoma more prominence because of their ties 
to the state, or led world-class organizations based 
in the state.” 

T. Boone Pickens of BP Capital 
Alan “Ace” Greenberg of JP MorganChase and 
former head of Bear Stearns 
Henry Kravis of Kravis Kohiberg and Roberts 
Barry Switzer, former OU and Dallas Cowboys 
head coach 

Aubrey McClendon of Chesapeake Energy 

Clifford Hudson of Sonic Corp. 

David Boren, former US. senator and president of OU 


on-air gig at the Fox Business Network 
in fall 2007. 

“The themes of business and media have 
always been in my life. A lot of times I would 
do one or the other, and now I do both,” says 
Joshi. “When I relay information, I try to make 
it as easy for my mom and dad to understand 
as it is for a trader on Wall Street.” 

Joshi’s appeal is as easy to understand as the 
news she delivers. One of the Fox Business 
Network anchors referred to by Ben Stein and 
others as “money honeys,” Joshi is a striking 
beauty. That doesn’t deter her, however, from 
a larger purpose. 

“It’s flattering,” says Joshi, “but I try not 
to focus on that too much. It distracts me 
from doing what I care about — bringing an 
intelligent and insightful perspective to the 
table. There is no such thing as fluffy busi- 
ness news.” 

More than book smarts, Joshi’s determina- 
tion and hard work account for much of her 
professional success. 

“Shibani definitely has an Oklahoman’s 
work ethic,” says her younger brother, 
Rohit Joshi, a student at OU. “She is 
one of the most driven and goal-oriented 
people I know. She doesn’t take anything 
for granted, and she knows if you want 
something, you can work hard to get it.” 
— Brooke Adcox 

Joshi s reports can be seen on Fox Business 
Network, FoxBusiness.com, Fox News Chan- 
nel, and local Fox ajjiliates. Foxbusiness.com/ 
channel_jinder. html. 


42 July/August 2008 



Okies: OKT PROFILE 


"We all have room for improvement."— Maff Holliday 


On Holliday 

In his fifth major league season, Stillwater s Matt J 
Holliday is cleaning up. 


What’s your first stop when you come back to Okla- 
homa? The in-lav^s’ house in Chickasha. 

What’s your favorite kind of ice cream? I don’t 
eat it much, but I’d have to say cookie dough 
ice cream or peanut butter. 


The boys of summer are back. That means Matt Holliday, left fielder for the Colorado 
Rockies, routineiy is rounding the bases and puiiing f iy baiis out of the sky. in 1 998, the 
Rockies drafted the Stiiiwater native and son of former OSU basebaii coach Tom Hoiiiday 
straight out of high schooi. Last season, the twenty-eight-year-oid siugger was just a 
few votes shy of being named the Nationai League MVP and made his first trip to the 
Worid Series. Hoiiiday and his wife Lesiee iive in Denver with their two young sons. 


Tell us about a time when you played against 
one of your baseball heroes. At Coors Field 
against the Astros, I hit a home run off Roger 
Clemens, and that was probably the biggest 
moment against somebody I always used to 
follow as a kid. 


challenge of facing the world’s best pitch- 
ers every day will get you pumped up 
because if you’re not mentally ready, you’d 
be embarrassed. The fear of being embar- 
rassed probably gets all of us going more 
than anything. 


What’s your most prized possession? The thing 
I cherish the most in this world is family. 

What are your best qualities? I try to be a good 
teammate, try to care about people, try to 
be the same whether or not things are good 
or bad with baseball, and try to be a good ^ 
husband, father, and friend. 8 

Q 

What would you change? I’d be better at those | 
things I mentioned as my best qualities. I I 
think we all have room for improvement. ^ 


Who are the toughest pitchers in the National 
League? I think Brandon Webb with the 
Arizona Diamondbacks and Jake Peavy 
with the San Diego Padres are the best in 
the West division. 

What’s the biggest major league play you’ve 
made? Sliding in headfirst against the Padres 
at Coors Field in the thirteenth inning to 
help get us into the playoffs. 

niie challenge of 
facing the world’s 
best pitchers 
every day wiii get 
you pumped up.’ 

—Matt Holliday 


Do you have any pregame superstitions or rou- 
tines? I don’t have any superstitious things 
that if I don’t do them. I’m not comfort- 
able. We have routines, obviously, with our 
schedule as far as batting practice, trying to 
eat, making sure I’m hydrated, those sorts 
of things. 

What do you do to get pumped up for a game? 

In baseball, we play every single day. The 



If you could take an at bat against any pitcher 
in history, who would it be? I’d like to see 
what all the fuss was about with Cy Young. 
To get a chance to face a guy like that who 
had the best pitcher in the league named 
after him would be pretty fun. 


What do you drive? A Mercedes E320, silver, I ^ 
don’t even know what year, maybe ’05, and | 
a black Yukon for all the kids’ crap. ^ 


Who is your favorite player from Oklahoma? 

I’ll take Mickey Mantle on this one just 
because he was such a great player. He was a 
big strong guy, could run, and was a switch 
hitter. As far as skills, he was, if not the best, 
one of the best players of all time. 


What’s in your locker? Everything I need 
to play the game and more of that. Shoes, 
gloves, batting gloves, hats, maybe some of 
my little boy’s stuff, some of Todd Helton’s 
stuff, apparently. 


What were you thinking during your first World 
Series at bat at Fenway Park? We had had 

eight days off. It was about getting my 
timing back and trying to find my rhythm 
against Josh Beckett, who’s probably one of 
the best pitchers, if not the best pitcher, in 
the American League. It was challenging, 
it was exciting, and it was nerve wracking 
a little bit, all in one at bat. 


If you could be teammates with any player 
in history, who? I’ll say Babe Ruth just to 
see all of his antics and find out if all he 
did was eat hot dogs and drink beer and 
all that stuff. 
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NOTHING YOU’RE EXPECTING 



THE GRAFFITI BRIDGE COLLECTION 

One-of-a-kind pieces sculpted 
from the remnants of Graffiti Bridge 

Bracelets • Necklaces • Earrings 


ROUTE 66 

AT FIFTY PENN PLACE 

1 900 N.W. Expressway • Oklahoma City • 405.848.6166 


Okies: EXPERT ADVICE 

"There really is a red lipstick for everyone."— Mendez-Kelley 


Complejdon 

Connection 


An Oklahoma City makeup maven has the skinny on 
skin and saving face. 

A lex MENDEZ-KELLEY is an in-your-face kind of girl. Owner of Oklahoma City’s 
MakeUp Bar, Mendez-Kelley has been in the cosmetics biz since age twenty, when 
she took out a loan on her car — ^which her parents owned — to fund Alexandras Clas- 
sic Faces. In November 2007, Mendez-Kelley and three of her MakeUp Bar colleagues 
launched the t.a.l.k. beauty line with an eye product called sha-liner and a line of specialty 
makeup brushes. Here, in her own words, Mendez-Kelley talks makeup herself 


The most important thing about your 
makeup is skin care. 

The second-most important thing 
about makeup is this: It should be 
fun. It is only color; if you don’t like 
it, wash it off. 

Cleansing your skin is crucial. If you 
wear makeup, you need to remove 
it first and then cleanse your face. I 
prefer a creamy cleanser to take off 
makeup and a foaming cleanser 
to wash my face. 

Sunscreen, duh. 

Always apply mascara after you’ve 
curled your lashes. 

Girls, it is sad but true. We lose 
moisture in our eye area starting at 
age eighteen. I encourage you to start 
an eye cream routine early. If you 
have never used eye cream, start slow. 
Perhaps try a gel, then move your 
way up to a luscious product you 
should not skimp on. This is 
one product where you get 
what you pay for. ^ 

Good brushes are like 
good tools. If you take 
care of them, they will 
last you a lifetime. Wash 
them in shampoo and let 
them dry on a flat surface. 



A great way to even out skin tone from 
winter to summer is to use a bronzer 
in an appropriate color. There are many 
choices. Some have shimmer, some don’t, 
and there are many shades 
from light all the way to 
“You must have been in the 
Caribbean, man!” 

• I encourage women to use 
what I call “walk and talk” lip-gloss 
colors. They range from light mauve 
to pinky brown and soft burgundy 
red. They can be traditional glosses 
or sheer lipsticks, but the great thing 
is, you don’t have to look in the mirror 
to put them on. 

The best way to test any color is to look 
on the inside of your wrist. Your true 
undertone coloring is on that skin. If 
your veins look more green, you have a 
golden or yellow undertone, and if they 
look more blue or violet, you are a cool or 
blue undertone. It’s important to choose 
makeup that works within your tones. 

^ • Eyeliner is a great way to add 

a pop of color, but there are 
rules. The eyeliner should line 
the eye. This means the whole 
eye and nothing but the 
eye. The “halfway under 
the eyes and stop in the 
middle” method is so 
way out. Mourn and 
move on. 




CHRISTOPHER LEE 



IT'S 



Alex Mendez-Kelley, right, owns 
' the MakeUp Bar in Oklahoma 


City, a unique store that sells 
cosmetics and offers specialty : 
services like makeup application' 
and spa treatments. 



• Don’t think I left you guys out. There 
are many products for men, and they 
are tailored just for you, from 
cleanser and scrubs to shave 
nd razor burn sooth- 
ers. There is something 
out there to make every 
man’s skin tender to 
the touch. 


• The best way to get 
a fresh look from day to 
night is to apply a pop 
of color on the apples 
of the cheekbones. 


• We always seem to be on the hunt 
for a good mascara. Experiment, 
and when you find one you like, 
hope they don’t discontinue 
it. Also, please replace your 
mascara at least every three 
months. I recommend every 
month. Believe me, it is not 
worth an eye infection. 


• I don’t believe the whole day/ 
night cream thing. If you love a 
cream that says “night cream” for 
daytime, then so be it. There is 
no magic that happens in a night 
cream that won’t happen during 
the day. 


EVERYTHING 

SIX FLAGS ISN'T 


J 


If you want roller coaster rides 
and waiting in long lines, you 
know where to go. 

If you want your kids to cxpeficiics? unspoiled 
nature at its majestic besr, McCurcam County 
is the place to go. 

Experience cozy, comtortabJe cabins nestled in 
the towering pines. Skip rocks across deep 
mountain lakes. Trek a wonderland of hiking 
trails. Watch bald eagles and wildlife of every 
kind. Listen to a scenic river or canoe its rapids 
for a splash of excitement. In McCiirtain 
Counry there's somerhing for rhe entire flnnily 


Southeast Oklahoma's McCurtain County is 
home to Beavers BetirfSrate Park, Broketi Botv 
Lake, M&mitain fork River, Ghver River ami 
Awe Creek Lake. It’s everything Six Flags isn't. 





DISCOVER MCCURTAIN COUNTY 
SE Okiahonut's little piece ofpftrttiiise, 

www.mccurtamcoiintj'getaways.coni 
1-800-528-7337 ( 1-800 - 52 TREES) 



Gifts For Your Inner Okie, 


Oklahoma Wonder &. Light - $14.95 

Michael Hardeman rediscovers Oklahoma’s 
natural diversity and splendor in this 
comprehensive pictorial collection. Softcover. 





Call (800) 777-1793 or Visit OklahomaToday.com 
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Okies: ESSENTIALS 


"Where there is no extravagance, there is no love." — Oscar Wilde 


More Is More 

A half-dozen Oklahomans confess their ultimate extravagance or indulgence. 



Reuben Gant, presi- 
dent of the Greenv^ood 
Chamber of Com- 
merce: “Pheasant 
hunting in the United 
Kingdom on the estates 
of the Duke of Norfolk 
and Lord Rothschild in 
southern England. For 
an outdoorsman and 
hunter, it is an experi- 
ence of a lifetime.” 



Roxanne Dunbar- 
Ortiz, v^riter: “Books. If 
there is a new book I 
want to read, I can’t 
wait for the paperback, 
and libraries don’t get 
in new books right 
away. So off I go to an 
independent bookstore, 
telling myself I’m con- 
tributing to a writer and 
a bookstore.” 



Coleman Clark, jewel- 
er: “That’s a hard ques- 
tion. I love to indulge in 
dark chocolate — I really 
like bite-size Milky Way 
Midnights — or Haribo 
gummi bears anytime, 
anywhere.” 



Todd Graham, TU 

football coach: “Our 
travel, snorkeling at the 
most beautiful islands 
with our children and 
walking across Greece, 
Turkey, and Israel. To 
touch the Sea of Gali- 
lee, visit the holy city of 
Jerusalem, to be in the 
places Jesus had once 
been is life altering.” 



Tom McDaniel, 

president of OCU: “My 
greatest extravagance is 
family travel. Brenda 
and I love trips with our 
three sons, two daugh- 
ters-in-law, and now 
four grandchildren. Last 
summer, it was Maui. 
Travel is extravagant but 
provides a lifetime of 
great memories.” 


Okies: spotlight 


Virtual Pioneers 

Oklahomans are setting up online homesteads with Sooner blogs for 
communication and community. 


T he internet frontier 

was once the territory of 
maverick web programmers, 
but now people from all walks 
of life have staked a claim of 
online real estate. Blogs, a short form of 
“web logs,” are leading the revolution. 

Oklahoma blogging communities have 
started unifying the Sooner blogosphere. 
Elk City computer programmer Kevin 
Latham launched Blog Oklahoma, a web 
ring of bloggers who write from or about 
the Sooner State, in 2003. At this printing, 
it includes 784 members. 

“Oklahoma is one of the best places I 
know of to live and work, so what better 
way to share Oklahoma with everyone 
than with the Internet?” Latham says on 
blogoklahoma.net. 




Blogger Joshua Landis, OU Middle Eastern 
studies professor and director of the Center 
for Peace Studies in Norman, turned his 
expertise into a news source with his blog, 
Syria Comment (syriacomment.com). With 
more than two thousand readers a day, Landis’ 
blog is read by policy-makers around the 
world. Outside the ivory tower, Landis has 
found his niche in cyberspace. 

“Writing academic studies is a solitary and 
often lonely process,” Landis says. “Blogging 
is communal and lively. I have made scores of 
friends and acquaintances on my blog.” 

Tulsa stay-at-home mom Shannon Lowe is 
a proud member of the ‘momosphere.’ Lowe, 
whose blog is linked on Good Housekeepings 
website’s Bloggers We Love section, says al- 
though blogging takes up a lot of time, the 
rewards are worth it. 
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First Mama 

THE MUCH-ADORED FIRST LADY OF 
OKLAHOMA, KIM HENRY, WEIGHS IN ON 
SUMMER FUN. 




"OUR BEST memories revolve around 
Brad's family lake cabin at Lake 
Eufaula. It's rustic, hut there is no 
shortage of fun things to do for kids 
and adults. " 

"OVER THE years with the girls, 
we've done about everything, from 
riding dune buggies at Little Sahara 
to jet-skiing at Grand Lake. Some 
of my favorite places are Jasmine 

Moran Children’s Museum, Science 
Museum Oklahoma, the Oklahoma 
Aquarium. It may not sound glamor- 
ous, but one of the best places for kids 
is the local library. " 

— Steffie Corcoran 


“Being a blogger has made me a better, 
though busier, mom,” Lowe says. “Reading 
the stories of other women and hearing their 
advice has been an invaluable resource.” 
Lowe started her blog. Rocks in My 
Dryer (rocksinmydryer.net) in 2005, and 
her weekly blog carnival. Works for Me 
Wednesday, brings together mom advice 
from about 250 bloggers a week. 

Three years ago, Oklahoma’s blogging 
community began to officially recognize 
itself. In 2005, Mike Hermes, who blogs 
okiedoke.com from Little Axe, created 
the Okie Blog Awards, with winners 
in twelve categories announced at the 
annual Okie Blogger Roundup. 

“The awards have grown every year to 
include more blogs being nominated and 
more bloggers voting,” says Hermes. 

Oklahoma hloggers are finding common 
ground through communities like Blog 
Oklahoma and the Okie Blog Awards, 
coming together in the digital age to settle 
new territory The new Internet frontier has 
been tamed, and unlike real homesteads, 
the blogosphere always has room for one 
more. — Kimberly Mauck 



Foundation 


JllK BAP'IISf FOUNiJAi lONOt OKI jMIO.VIA 


Arvei 


Cannen Henderson 

planned gift would help children and the elderly 


knew their 


Visit your Foundation at www.bfok.org to read about 
the numerous benefits of planned giving, including 
tax deductions and fixed payments for life. 


Read the Henderson's 
story at www.bfok.org 


800.949.9988 | www.bfok.org \ 40S.949.9S00 
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MEGAN ROSSMAN 



L eave it to us and forget stressing over what to do when your 
kids have watched too many SpongeBob reruns. With Oklahoma 
Today's thirty-one to-dos, it'll be your most awesome summer yet, 
leaving meaningful memories and happy (and worn-out) youngsters by 
Labor Day Grab the wet wipes, bring a friend, and let's hit the road. 


Old-School Cool 

Education is all the rage at the OKLAHOMA HISTORY CENTER, where outdoor sites, indoor 
galleries, and more than two hundred interactive elements cover Oklahoma’s past. 
“Everything in the galleries is on multiple levels, so even if you’re three feet tall, you have 
something to look at,” says Robbin Davis, marketing manager and volunteer. “And if you’re 
six feet tall, you have something to look at, too.” (405) 522-5248 orokhistoiycenter.org. 


By Raya-Gabrielle Ramsey and Rhiannon Make 


VT 




A replica of Wiley Post’s Winnie Mae, 
a Lockheed 5C Vega, greets visitors 
at the Oklahoma History Center in 
Oklahoma City. 


48 July/August 2008 


ADVENTURE 




0H92/6JP 


Blue-chip kid 
destinations? 
Leonardo’s 
Discovery 
Warehouse in 
Enid and the 
Jasmine Moran 
Chidren’s 


luseum in 


Seminole. 


Take Them Higher | 

There may be no prettier place in Oklahoma for a high- 
altitude family day trip than QUARTZ MOUNTAIN FUN 
PARK in Lone Wolf. The double-chute water slide gives 
kids the rare opportunity to, at least figuratively, slide 
down a mountain. After everything’s gone downhill to 
kids’ satisfaction, the Ferris wheel, go-karts, bumper 
cars, and other carnival-style rides will have them 
feeling like the big city has come to the mountains. 
(580) 563-2511. 




David Cook 
fans can drool 
over the Tulsa 
resident and 


American Idol 


champ at the 


- show’s ensemble concert on 


August 28 at the Ford Center. 


Mad About the Mother Road 

Spanning the state from Texola in the west to Vinita in 
the northeast. Route 66’s four hundred miles in Oklahoma 
contain a fun stop for virtually every exit. The BLUE WHALE 
in Catoosa (918/694-7390) the NATIONAL ROUTE 66 MUSEUM 
in Elk City (580/225-6266), and 66 BOWL in Oklahoma City 
(405/946-3966 or 66bowl.com) bring great opportunities for 
leg-stretching and photo ops. The Mother Road also boasts 
dozens of quirky eateries. The new incarnation of LUCILLE’S 
in Weatherford (580/772-8808) has a menu sure to please 
even the pickiest eaters. Famous for general manager Bill 
Lindsey’s onion burgers, Lucille’s menu has the classic diner 
staple foods like burgers and fries plus macaroni and cheese 
and corn dogs for youngsters. Kids even receive their meals in 
boxes shaped like classic cars, oklahomaroute66.com. 


From Adair State Park to Western 
Hills Guest Ranch and all points in 
between, little ones will love to row, 
row, row the boat ^ with the 


Greenleaf State Park near Braggs is one of several 
state parks that offer boat rentals. 


Walk the Little Dixie 

What could be better than combining Mother Nature with the potential to get dirty? The DAVID 
BDREN TRAIL in Broken Bow provides sixteen miles of fresh Oklahoma air and beautiful scenery 
on trails that lead through ridge tops and creek bottoms in Beavers Bend Resort Park. The 
Cedar Bluff trail, for instance, provides an on-the-spot geography lesson with its view of the 
Mountain Fork River, and the Forest Heritage Tree Trail identifies different kinds of trees along 
the path for a quick horticulture fix. (580) 494-6556 orbeaversbend.com. 
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OKU\HOMA TOURISM 




Unplug and grab 
the rod and reel: 
Oklahoma has prime 
fishing real estate 
corner to corner, and 
kids will cherish the 
experience. 


Free Stuff! 

Oklahoma is home to dozens 
of free fairs with fun geared 
to kids. The PAYNE COUNTY 
EXPO in Stillwater offers a 
livestock show, including 
a sheep ride, August 25 
through 30; the CRAIG COUNTY 
FREE FAIR in Vinita has rides, 
games, live entertainment, 
and fair food July 28 through 
August 2; and Duncan hosts 
the 101st annual STEPHENS 
COUNTY FREE FAIR August 20 
through 23. 


Just Folk 

This festival was made for you and 
me. It’s the eleventh annual WOODY 
GUTHRIE FOLK FESTIVAL, held in the 
legend’s hometown of Okemah 
July 9 through 13. A talent-packed 
musical lineup — including longtime 
festival performer Jimmy LaFave and 
folk legend Judy Collins — and plenty 
of food and crafts will appeal to kids. 

A children’s celebration includes music 
by Ellis Paul and a petting zoo. The 
Woody Fest won’t break the bank, either: 
Admission is free for everybody. (918) 
623-2440 or woodyguthrie.com. 


What a Dive! 

If the local watering hole is too crowded, joining a private pool is 
just a splash away. YMCAs offer family membership pricing, and 
communities often have neighborhood pools available for associate 
members. For more action, WHITEWATER BAY in Oklahoma City 
(405/943-0392 orwhitewaterbay.com) has everything kids need for 
an afternoon of wet rides like the Mega-Wedgie and Pirate’s Plunge. 


start Your Engines! 

Kids will be revving up their energy engines 
at the GREATER OKC HOT WHEELS SHOW 
on July 5. From 1960s collectibles 
to today’s hottest toy 
cars, including a 
2008 Corvette Grand 
Sport, this show has 
something for the 
child in everyone. Hot 
Wheels, including super- 
rare first-generation matchbox 
cars and collectible toys like Franklin 
Mint cars, will be on display and sold. The 
show has perks for young attendees: 

Little speed racers who bring their own 
stock or custom toy cars or buy them at 
the show can kick it into overdrive in the 
downhill racing championships, and most 
vendors give away a free toy car to every kid they see. 
Crown Center Hotel, 13300 South Western in Oklahoma 
City. (405) 833-1296 or greaterokchotwheels.com. 


An ice blue 1968 Custom Volkswagen and a 1968 
Beatnik Bandit are just two examples of what visitors 
to the Greater OKC Hot Wheels Show can expect to see. 
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DAVID WILLIAMSON 


BRANDI SIMONS 


ADVENTURE 


r here’s nothing like a photographic memento to 

chronicle the wonder years. Hand the camera to your 
child and take point and shoot to another level. 



POPS is all abo^luefing tip. From food and drink to gasoline, the 
unique store caters ta bdlh hlmons ind autoMoMes. Kids can surf a 
sugar rush with more tl^ 500 varietfes of soda amiable. 


Carbonation Nation 

For sheer fizz, POPS in Arcadia 
(405/928-7677 or pops66.com) 
is without peer. The building, 
marked by a sixty-six-foot bottle- 
shaped sculpture with a straw, 
is a combination gas station, 
restaurant, and soda shop with 
five hundred fizzy offerings. 

From Jolly Rancher Watermelon 
Soda to Zuberfizz Key Lime, 
there’s sure to be a flavor for 
all. Just east on Route 66, the 
ROUND BARN (405/396-0824 or 
arcadiaroundbarn.org) is another 
must-stop. Built in 1898, the barn, 
which once served as a home for 
livestock, a meeting place, and 
a dancehall, now stands as a 
roadside attraction listed by the 
National Register of Flistoric Places. 
Children will be fascinated by the 
building’s strange acoustics. Butch 
Breger, who operates the Round 
Barn gift shop, says, "Kids like 
all the different sounds upstairs. 
Sometimes it’s hard to get them out 
of there.” 
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5 ..: 

Daniel Drozd gets sotfie relief from the heat atiVlerhorial Park 
in Oklahoma City. Spray parks across the state give a whole 
new meaning to running through the sprinkler. - . 


Star party! Break 
out the telescope on 
July 3 and August 1 
and 30, the darkest 
nights of the 
summer break. 


Little Dippers 

It’s time to chill at one of Oklahoma’s 
spray parks and splash pads. Many local 
parks feature these watering holes, 
which shoot jets of cool, free relief 
from the summer heat. With pourable 
buckets, spraying hoses, and misting 
jungle gyms, the parks allow kids to 
cool off while Mom and Dad watch 
from the sidelines or join in the fun 
themselves. A few to try: LAKE WISTER 
SPRAY PARK in Wister, THE CHANNELS 
in Tulsa, HONOR HEIGHTS PARK in 
U Muskogee, and LIPPERT PARK, 

\l WILEY POST PARK, and DOUGLASS 
PARK in Oklahoma City. 


Space Boys 

These two Oklahoma museums are a real blast. At the STAFFORD AIR & SPACE MUSEUM 
in Weatherford (580/772-5871 orstaffordspacecenter.com), a space plane simulator 
lets kids feel what it’s really like to fly in the outer regions. After a little practice in 
the simulator lab, astronauts-in-training can even dogfight. The museum is home to 
all things aviation, including giant F-1 engines from the Apollo missions, the Titan II 
missile, and space artifacts. A northeastern Oklahoma flightplan should include the 
TULSA AIR AND SPACE MUSEUM & PLANETARIUM (918/834-9900 or tulsaairandspacemuseum. 
com). With fighter jets, helicopters, spy planes, amphibious planes, hot-air balloons, 
and antique planes on display, kids can get a real idea of how aviation developed. All 
kids learn by doing, and with that in mind, the museum stocks interactive exhibits like a 
space shuttle robotic arm, F-16 wind tunnel, a galactic schooner space plan, and a mock 
shuttle launch. 
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Operation Popcorn % 

Pull the blinds and crank the AC. \ • 

An all-day OKIE MOVIE FESTIVAL is - 

a cool way to beat the 

summer heat. ^?/r/a/70/77a.^, ■ 

the 1955 Academy 

Award-winning film 

adaptation of Rodgers and 

Hammerstein’s 1943 musical, ^ 

is a great place to start. Tunes 
like "Oh What a Beautiful Mornin’” 
and "Oklahoma” are sure to entertain 
even the hippest teens. The latest movie 
edition of the novel V^here the Red Fern Grows, a tale 
of friendship between a boy and his coonhound dogs 
set in the Ozark Mountains of Oklahoma, continues 
the heart-warming trend. Next, the 2000 movie 
adaptation of Billie Letts’ Where the Heart Is teWs a 
story of friendship and family set in fictional Sequoya, 
Oklahoma, and stars Natalie Portman and Ashley 
Judd. Twister, with its scary skies and flying cow, is the 
perfect ending. 


Toys Are Us 

What started as Oklahoma cartoonist and action figure designer Kevin Stark’s personal 
toy collection became the first museum of its kind, the TOY & ACTION FIGURE MUSEUM 
in Pauls Valley. Stark, who creates figurines for The Simpsons and Teenage Mutant 
Ninja M/esand draws the Geezer comic for daily newspapers, encouraged Pauls 
Valley officials to create the museum after donating the toys on display at his local 
studio. Stark Art Studio & Gallery. At the Toy & Action Figure Museum, visitors can tour 
Batman’s cave, jam-packed with the Gaped Crusader’s memorabilia; try on superhero 
costumes in the Spiderman room; and see — but not touch — the eastern and western 
fronts of World War II re-created with twelve-inch Gl Joes. On August 2, Mr. Puppet, 
a ventriloquist and puppet master, will put on a show at the museum. Ill South 
Chickasaw. (405) 238-6300 or actionfiguremuseum.com. 


S ummer lovin’ means drive-in 
movies, including the Tower in 
Poteau and a handful more statewide 
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TOM GILBERT/TULSA WORLD 



TI^Little River Zoo je^st of Norman is' 
home to Fennecfl^es, the smallest of all / 
foxes. Its super^nSp^e ears enable it / J 
to hear insects walking on the ground, f ¥ 


Kids are free to roam the 
paths at Oklahoma’s six zoos. 
Try the Oklahoma City Zoo, 
Tulsa Zoo, or G.W. Exotic 
Animal Park in Wynnewood 
for a roarin’ good time. 
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ADVENTURE 


I 

I 



Get outside in 
your own back- 
yard. Turn your 
potting shed into 
a playhouse, 
play catch with 
your kids, or 
have a cookout. 


Unleash the child at Tatanka 
Ranch in Stroud, where 1,000 
acres of wild abandon awaits 
Horseback riding, a dip in the 
lake, hiking trails, croquet, 
badminton, and an indoor 
game room will occupy little 
ones for days. 


Warning: Crude Content 

A day trip to the Bartlesville area will bring out the kid in 
anyone. First, WOOLAROC MUSEUM AND WILDLIFE PRESERVE 
(918/336-0307 orwoolaroc.org), once a retreat for 
Phillips 66 cofounder Frank Phillips, is a 3,700-acre 
ranch and wildlife refuge for buffalo, longhorn cattle, and 
elk. After watching the buffalo roam, families can tour 
the indoor museum. Next on the agenda, Frank Phillips’ 
day job is the draw at the PHILLIPS PETROLEUM COMPANY 
MUSEUM (918/661-8687 or phillips66museum.com), an 
educational glimpse at how local oil company Phillips 
66 hit it big. No road trip is complete without a little art, 
and the PRICE TOWER ARTS CENTER (918/336-4949 or 
pricetower.org), the only completed skyscraper designed 
by Frank Lloyd Wright, offers it on a grand scale. 


Cone Heads 

Nothing says summer fun like ice cream. A day tour of 
the BLUE BELL CREAMERIES in Broken Arrow will let 
kids get up close and personal with America’s 
favorite dessert. The guided tour starts 
in the ice cream processing plant, where 
ingredients are mixed in large tanks, 
and continues through packing the 
cold stuff into cartons. Best of all, 
tour-takers get a sweet treat at 
the end of the line. If a sample 
isn’t enough, additional scoops 
are two dips for a dollar. At 
the same location, the Blue Bell 
Country Store sells T-shirts, ice cream 
memorabilia, and more treats. By 
appointment only. (918) 258-5100 or 
bluebell.com. 


Bugged Out 

Warm Oklahoma months bring a reminder — we 
are not alone. Fear not, because every bug that 
crawls, buzzes, flies, or scoots is an educational 
opportunity. For fun, kids can go on BUGGY 
SCAVENGER HUNTS for sticky beetles like the 
ladybug or June bug, black ants, butterflies, and 
moths. Its important to remember, though, that 
some bugs are safe to catch (lightning bugs, 
roly-polies, grasshoppers), while others (wasps, 
hornets, and bees) are best admired online or in 
a book. To learn more about insects in Oklahoma, 
visit entoplp.okstate.edu/4H-FFA/. 


Look Ma, No Sermon! 

Today, it’s easy to find a church in Oklahoma, but in 1832, 
the Bible Belt wasn’t even a place yet. The WHEELOCK MISSION 
CHURCH in McCurtain County is the oldest church building 
in the state, and the site made the list of Oklahoma’s Most 
Endangered Historic Places of 2008. (580) 746-2139. 
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it a quest to find a well- 
made vintage toy. Begin 
the hunt at any of ' 
several antique 
stores on Purcell’s 
Main Street. iannv's 


at 

Danny’s Auction in Okiahoma City. 


Worth Its Salt 

Burgers made to order and fries are pretty much the entire 
menu at CLAUD’S HAMBURGERS in Tulsa. Head cook Robert 
Hobson, who started working for his dad, the restaurant’s 
namesake, at age fourteen, says kids love to watch their 
patty sizzle on the grill. 3434 South Peoria. (918) 742-8332. 


Your 


Luke, I Am Your Father 

Let the force be with you. Sci-fi and fantasy 
aficionados will be at home in another world at the DEF-CON 7 
ENTERTAINMENT EXPO. Held at the Tulsa Convention Center August 1 through 3, 
the experience will include more Power Rangers, Batmen, and Jawas than you 
can shake a light saber at. Anime characters, stuntman Tom Morga (who has 
played Jason, Michael Myers, and Leatherface in movies and been in more Star 
Tre/repisodes than any person alive), and the Central Oklahoma Ghostbusters 
will be making appearances. Event organizer Jimmy Jarman says the show will be 
more than simply sci-fi and will focus on entertainment in general. “Most of the 
kids are into video games, so that will be popular,” says Jarman. “But we also 
have art and shows, so there’s really something for everyone.” (918) 250-2077 or 
myspace. com7tulsadefcon. 
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VISIT OKLAHOMA’S FAVORITE SUMMER GETAWAY! 

Swim near the 77-foot waterfall, explore our nature trails 
and caves, kick back at one of our picnic areas, and 
spend the night under the stars at one of our campsites. 

For more information, call 580-369-2988 or visit 

TURNERFALLSPARK.COM 
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Produced in cooperation with the Okiahoma Department of Tourism and Recreation 





Living it Up in Ardmore 






See More. Do More. Live More 


Ardmore 


i ne warmtn or small-town nospitality ana me excitement or 
big-city amenities give Ardmore an unmatched quality of life 


Southern Oklahoma s fastest-growing economy holds 
surprises for all: great parks, a wealth of restaurants, diverse 
shopping, and one of the clearest lakes in the Southwest. 


Ardmore Chamber of Commerce & Visitors Bureau 

410 West Main Street • (580) 223-7765 • www.ardmore.org 
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PARK PLACE 

Martin Park Nature Center had its officiai 
beginnings in August 1962, when the City of 
Okiahoma City bought the iand from Howard 
A. Johnson, a dairy farmer and cattie rancher. 
The park was named for Dr. J.T. Martin, the park 
board commissioner who advocated for the 
bond issues to buy the property. 
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An exploration of Martin Park’s creek 
beds will unearth a variety of natural 
treasures, like these clamshells. 


Trumpet honeysuckle 


The Martin Park Nature Center Observation 
Tower, which affords a close-up view of the 
branfhes'above, is a favorite spot for children. 




JOHN JERNIGAM 


RECREATION 


I T’S THE JOYS of childhood — the bright sun warm on the 
face, cool creek waters trickling over the feet, mud-stained 
clothes sure to upset Mom, and a sense of adventure that 
only comes from being in the great outdoors — that attract 
nearly 3,500 visitors per year to Martin Park Nature Center 
in north Oklahoma City. 

The city’s premier wildlife refuge, the park provides a lo- 
cal sanctuary for kids of all ages. “Martin Park is a place to 
explore,” says assistant naturalist 
Casey Wieczorek. “It’s a place for 
kids to get a wild feel but never 
feel unsafe.” 

Located between medical offices on 
the outskirts of Mercy Health Center 
and an apartment complex, Martin 
Park Nature Center looks more like a 
prime slice of commercial real estate 
than a forty-six-year-old outdoor 
refuge. On the contrary, Martin Park 
is a one hundred and forty-acre urban 
oasis, boasting three-and-a-half miles 
of family-friendly hiking trails that 
traverse lush creek valley and native 
grassland ecosystems. 

Owned and operated by the 
Oklahoma City Parks and Recreation 
department, the park is a far cry 
from traditional Bermuda grass fields 
dotted with towering playground equipment. Martin Park 
emphasizes conservation, preservation, and appreciation for 
natural habitats, with a mission of providing a pre-Land Run 
snapshot of Oklahoma City’s terrain. The park is home to a 
variety of wildlife — including deer, bobcats, coyotes, armadillos, 
owls, turtles, and snakes — and verdant foliage that flourishes 
along the banks of the park’s pond and streams. 

“Biodiversity is our bread and butter,” says park naturalist 
Neil Garrison. “The park is so diverse, I could never be so 
smug to say I’ve learned everything.” 

Garrison has been king of Martin Park’s forest since 1978, 
dedicating his career to maintaining the park grounds and edu- 
cating visitors on the importance of getting back to nature. 

“We live in a culture where we are blasted with an over- 
abundance of stimuli like television and billboards, and it 
isn’t long before we put up filters,” says Garrison. “When 
you come to a nature center, you have to dial out some of 
those filters. People are mesmerized when they pay attention 
to birds singing.” 

It isn’t hard to escape the busy commotion of the nearby 
Kilpatrick Turnpike upon entering Martin Park; visitors quickly 
transition to shady, secluded forest. The park also offers three 
trails — one ADA-designated — that can be easily navigated by 
most children and adults, even those toting all-terrain strollers. 
The trails wind through deciduous forest at the bottom of a 
stream valley and fields of native big bluestem, little bluestem, 
switchgrass, and Indian tallgrasses. 



“The central part of the park is the magnet,” says Garrison. 
“You have the sound of water moving, visual waterfalls, and easily 
accessible creek bottom bedrock.” 

The park’s three streams offer a unique aquatic habitat home 
to carp, catfish, perch, long-eared sunfish, largemouth bass, and 
soft-shell turtles, many of which make daily appearances un- 
derneath the park’s main bridge. The on-site pond attracts local 
bird life, including geese, northern cardinals, bluebirds, Carolina 
chickadees, and American robins, in addition to numerous species 
stopping in for the summer or winter. 

Aside from creatures of the water and air, the park also accom- 
modates people-shy animals in an off-limits area of the park, the 
back half of the property that acts as a reffige for owls, white-tailed 
deer, bobcats, and coyotes. 

A frequent part of the Martin Park naturalists’ daily reper- 
toire are visitor questions about slithering snakes. Garrison and 
Wieczorek cite snake lore among their most-requested topics, 
an interest brought up by everyone from school kids to senior 
citizen groups. 

“We don’t have any venomous snake species in the park,” says 
Wieczorek, who says rat, bull, garter, rough green, and diamond- 
back water snakes dwell on the property. 

“Martin Nature Park is a place 
to explore. It’s a place for kids 
to get a wild feel but never 
feel unsafe.” 

If snakes don’t attract crowds, the park hopes to increase visitor 
reach through recent renovations, which include a new paved 
parking lot expected to be completed in August, an outdoor 
amphitheater, covered picnic pavilion, updated visitors center, 
and improved handicap amenities, all ffinded from 1995 General 
Obligation Bond Issue monies. 

The improvements complement the park’s mission of educating 
children, providing facilities to accommodate weekday busloads of 
school kids, afterschool scouting programs, and weekend family 
groups seeking to utilize park resources. 

“The naturalists offer programs to expose children to every- 
thing from fungus to animal signs,” says Donna Mackiewicz, an 
administrator at Oklahoma City’s Girl Scout Redlands Council 
and member of Friends of Martin Park. “It is important to teach 
kids to use their senses through the outdoors, where you can see, 
feel, and touch.” 

“We are in the world-saving business. We have fun, play 
games, and talk about big ecological concepts like conserva- 
tion,” says Garrison. “For kids, a nature center is like a trip to 
Grandma’s farm. You are outside with wild animals and can 
explore muddy creeks. There is the lure of video games and 
television, but we offer a rarity that you no longer can get at 
home or in your neighborhood.” 
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i “Biodiversity is our bread and butter,” says Neil 

8 

1 Garrison. “The park is so diverse, I could never be 
so smug to say I’ve learned everything.” 


Going Green 




There’s no need for kids 
to be green with envy 
this summer if they join 
Martin Park Nature Center’s 
one-of-a-kind volunteer 
program, the GREEN earth 
GANG. Nine to thirteen -year- 
olds meet on Saturdays 
from 2 to 5 p.m. and spend 
two hours on volunteer 
activities like picking 
up litter and repairing 
birdhouses. After that, they 
explore the park with the 
help of a naturalist. No 
entry fees or reservations 
are required. 


A KID-FRIENDLY 
PROGRAM 
ENCOURAGES 
CONSERVATION 
THROUGH FUN. 
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NESTING INSTINCT 

A detour from Martin Park’s trail can Iea0 
to all sorts of surprises, but hiket^ beward^9|B%4,' 
Straying from the path ieads to encounters^ ^ 
with ticks and poison ivy, too. Here, under ^ 

the watchfui eye of a park naturaiist, a youjgfi 
visitor inspects a cardinai nest. ^ v^\ ' 
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“We are in the 
world-saving I 
business,” says 
Garrison. “We have 
fun, play games, 
and talk about 


MAKE RESERVATIONS FOR THESE 
UPCOMING EVENTS AT MARTIN 
PARK NATURE CENTER. 

July 5: Ma Nature’s 

Fireworks, 9 p.m. A family 
lightning bug hunt will light 
up the sky. $2 per person. 
August 9: Aqua Commandos, 
10 a.m., 1 and 4 p.m. 
Naturalists and guests will 
wade in for a hands-on 
look at Martin Park’s 
water environments. 


RECREATION 


Summer Fun 
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rtf9;^hjlclr(^^ requrred fdr^good 
ii/laftin Center ' 

a heathy way for^dults to 
^ burn off some steam, too. 


Martin Park Nature Center is located at 5000 
West Memorial Road. The park is open Wednesday 
through Sunday, 9 a. m. to 6 p. m. Admission is free, 
and park tours are available for $2 per person. Call 
ahead for tour reservations. (405) 755-0676 or 
okc.gov/Parks/martin _park. 


VISIT THE MEMORJAL. 

EXPERIENCE THE MUSEUM. 

FEEL THE HOPE. 





OKLAHOMA CITY 

NATIONAL 
MEMORIAL 
& MUSEUM 






7 






oklahomacitynationalmemorial.org 

Museum hours: Mon-Sat. 9am - 6pm Sun, 1 - 6pm • Grounds open all day, every day ■ Downtown at 6th & Harvey ■ 1 -8B8-542-H0PE 


ON Amehigan Soil 



You've seen the news. 

Now see the stories behind the news. 

when terrorism strikes, people around the world turn lo the media for 
informahon. Journalists bring breaking news, local needs and the 
courageous stories of those most offected to the masses. April 1 9, 1 995, 
wos the tipping point in a new era of news coverage. Laok inside whot it 
takes to report in a crisis today. 



By Vallery Brown | Photography hy Evan Taylor 


TULSA'S SHERWIN MILLER MUSEUM IS A WORLD-CLASS 
CELEBRATION OF JUDAISM. 


HOME, 

SHALOM 


HIS STORY BEGINS with a book. 
Five books, to be exact. They comprise the 
fundamental building blocks of a faith that 
numbers more than six million in the United 
States and five thousand in Oklahoma. 

Called the Five Books of Moses — Genesis, Exodus, 
Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy — these ancient 
texts are referenced in all of the worlds major religions, 
including the Muslim Koran, and comprise the Torah, the 
Jewish word of God. 

Its no coincidence, then, that Jews refer to themselves 
as “the People of the Book.” All too often, however, in 
Oklahoma, Judaism is a religion and 
culture marked by misunderstanding 
because of its smaller population. The 
Sherwin Miller Museum of Jewish 
Art in Tulsa is on a quest to demystify 
Jewish culture down to the challah and 
chemah — or, bread and butter. 

“We are a Jewish museum, but 
we recognize that we all come from 
the same place,” says Melissa Schnur, 
development director. 

Earlier this year, the museum was 
ranked third among the top ten Jewish 
Museums in the United States and Canada in Jewish Living 
Magazine. The Sherwin Miller was in august company: The 
United States Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washing- 
ton, D.C. and the BethTzedec Reuben & Helene Dennis 
Museum in Toronto ranked first and second. 

The buzz-worthy museum began much like a classic 
American rags-to-riches tale. 

“We started as a mom-and-pop-style museum in the 
B’nai Emunah Synagogue near Seventeenth and Peoria,” 
says Schnur. A collection of Judaica — art and artifacts 
relating to the Jewish faith — ^was housed in the synagogue 
from its inception in 1966 until 1998, when organizers 
began planning to move the collection, then called the 


Gershon and Rebecca Fenster Museum of Jewish Art, to 
a larger facility. 

In 2000, the museum was renamed for its first curator, 
Sherwin Miller, and four years later opened as the flagship 
component to the Fenster-Sanditen Cultural Center on 
the Zarrow Campus. The Sherwin Miller Museum of 
Jewish Art now includes the Herman and Kate Kaiser 
Holocaust Exhibition and displays on Jewish life, culture, 
and history. 

HE INITIAL STEP into the Sherwin Miller is 
awe-inspiring. In the south-facing windows of the 
entrance are three ornate two-story 
stained-glass windows that depict 
well-known stories of the Old Tes- 
tament, including a colorful scene 
of Abrahams sacrifice of Isaac from 
the book of Genesis. The colored 
glass in rose, blue, and other hues 
lends a soft light to the entrance. 
Abraham’s face, unlike the rest of 
the window, is painted, his reverent 
expression showing determination 
and heartache. 

“The first time I came into the 
museum, I felt so welcome,” says volunteer coordinator 
Cathey Wilson. “The Sherwin Miller is really the new 
jewel of Tulsa.” 

When Wilson says new, she means young. Compared 
to the Philbrook Museum of Art and Gilcrease, the 
Museum of the Americas, which opened in 1939 and 
1949, respectively, the Sherwin Miller is an infant. The 
large collection within its walls and the dedication of 
the staff, however, belies its youth. Like many of her 
coworkers, Wilson is not Jewish, and, as a testament 
to her love for the museum, she continually studies the 
Jewish faith and culture in order to better understand the 
art and history of the thousands of objects on display. 
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Near the Sherwin Miller s entrance is the museums first 
floor permanent exhibit, the Herman and Kate Kaiser Ho- 
locaust Exhibition. Often called the Shoah — the Hebrew 
word used to refer to the Holocaust — the exhibit confronts 
the root causes of the worst mass genocide in world history: 
hatred and intolerance. 

The Kaiser exhibit begins with a six-branched menorah 
that serves as a memorial to the six million Jews who died 
during the Holocaust and continues with a chronological 
account of events. The 1921 Tulsa Race Riots are included, 
too, in a poignant depiction of more regional atrocities. The 
displays aim is to illustrate that intolerance is a scourge with 
many, even local, fronts. Artifacts like a pair of dilapidated 
womens boots recovered from a ghetto in Germany bring 
home the reality of the times, and the exhibit becomes 
more familiar with interviews from Holocaust survivors 
living in Tulsa. 

“WeVe healed as a culture, and though diminished in 
number, we now have a big role to play,” says Arthur Feld- 
man, who has been at the helm of the 
museum since January 2007. “When you 
come to Tulsa, we want to be number 
three. Gilcrease, Philbrook, Sherwin 
Miller. We want to be on the list.” 

His vision for making the Sherwin 
Miller a top-tier museum-slash-destina- 
tion is through equal parts education 
and participation. The second annual 
Purim Mask Invitational in March, for 
example, brought together more than 
two hundred children, many of whom 
were not Jewish. The mask-making 
competition is rooted in the traditional Torah account 
of the Jewish queen Esther, who saved her people from 
destruction by disguising her identity. 

From his office on the museums second floor amid the 
Judaica, Feldman, along with curator Karen York, is plan- 


ning the Sherwin Millers ascent. Both have strong resumes, 
and if experience is any indicator of success, the museum 
is well on its way to becoming the cultural hub that York 
and Feldman envision. 

Feldman served as curator at the Renwick Gallery in 
Washington, D.G. and director of the Spertus Mu- 
seum in Ghicago. York spent time as the curator of 
the Montgomery Museum of Fine Arts in Alabama 
and as the curator of campus art 
for Indiana University. 

“I’m serious when I say the People 
of the Book,” says Feldman, who insists 
each exhibit be chronicled in booklet 
or brochure form. “If you don’t create 
a record, the show is lost.” 

Those are added to a collection of 
about five thousand pieces housed 
at the museum, not including the 
Fivingston Oklahoma Jewish Archive, 
kept on the first floor near Karen 
York’s small office in a storage area. 
The archive includes Jewish family, business, synagogue, 
and temple documents. Photos, memorabilia, and various 
other pieces of the past are filed and waiting to be organized 
and digitized when the Sherwin Miller has the manpower 
and money to tackle the mammoth project. 
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Museum executive director 


Arthur Feidman 



Graphic Depictions 

NOW SHOWING JWO SUMMER EXHIBITS BRING COLOR AND CULTURE TO THE SHERWIN MILLER. 


Kristallnacht: The Night of Crystal Death, through 
August 10. This terrifying and moving exhibit with 
art by Erwin Eisch depicts Kristallnacht— Wnom as 
the crystal night or night of broken 
glass — of November 9, 1 938. For the 
first time since Hitler took power in 
1 933, German Jews were arrested on 
a massive scale, and around 30,000 
were transported to concentration 
camps. Nearly a hundred Jews were 
killed that night, and thousands of 
synagogues, Jewish businesses, and 
homes were destroyed. 

Often considered the beginning of 
the Holocaust, the terrible night was etched into Eisch’s 
twelve-year-old consciousness. 


“Eisch was witness to the beginning of the 
end,” says museum director Arthur Feldman. “The 
angst emerged some fifty years later in the form of 
this art.” The end product is twelve 
vitreographic prints and two glass 
pieces that reflect the inner turmoil, 
guilt, and fear of a witness. 

The Jewish Graphic Novel, 
through August 17. Flipping 
through a comic book is a rite of 
passage for children the world 
over. Few would guess that the 
serial comics of the 1930s and 
1940s were largely culled from 
the imagination, artistic skill, and minds of 
Jewish teenagers. Superman, for example, was 


the brainchild of two 
Jewish teens from 
Cleveland. 

“These guys who 
grew up on comics 
eventually all grew 
up themselves,” says 
curator Karen York. “Starting in the 1970s, their 
stories wanted to grow up, too.” Enter Brooklyn-born 
Will Eisner, who in 1978 penned A Contract with 
God and Other Tenement Stories, the first important 
example of the comic book’s more mature relative, 
the graphic novel. 

Twenty-four novels and their original art will be 
on display at the exhibit, including the Pulitzer- Prize 
winning Mans, written by Art Spiegelman. 
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Among the museum’s treasures are three 1906 stained- 
glass windows, includitig a priceless Tiffany, that illuminate 
the lobby. They were purchased by a don(^ from a Houston 
synagogue, restored, and given to the museum in 1982. 






MUSEUM 


cc MANY JEWS DON’T REALIZE THEIR 
CUSTOMS ARE DIFFERENT FROM 


ONE CULTURE TO ANOTHER. 




“These are the records of an entire statewide community,” 
says York. Photos and documents dating from the first 
Jewish resident who arrived in Oklahoma in the 1870s 
to the present day are stored in green, acid-free boxes. Its 
no surprise, then, that the museum also is home to the 
Oklahoma Jewish Historical Society. 

York believes that as the Sherwin Miller gains in prestige, 
Oklahomans will appreciate the role the museum plays. 

“I grew up in Tulsa,” she says. “I want to bring Okla- 
homans things they’d never imagine would come here. 
Working with artists from places like Israel, Boston, and 
New York, we can do that.” 

If that niche is a story of the past untouched by other 
museums, the Sherwin Miller is living up to its buzz. 

“Where are the spaces between baroque art. Native 
American art, western art, landscape art, idealist art?” asks 
York. “Where do other museums not go where we can?” 
Aside from the Shoah, Feldman’s answer to this question 
comes in two more areas: Jewish history and culture and 
Jewish art, represented in the second-floor galleries. 


Straight Zarrow 

ON TULSA’S ZARROW CAMPUS, THE STAGES OF LIFE ARE CELEBRATED IN COMMUNITY. 

Located between Riverside Drive and South Lewis Avenue on East Seventy-first Street is the zarrow 
CAMPUS, where a handful of Jewish organizations have set up shop on nearly forty acres of lush 
Tulsa grounds. The campus, named in honor of its primary donor, Tulsa’s Zarrow family, is home to 
a series of interconnected buildings: the Sherwin Miller Museum of Jewish Art, Jewish Federation of 
Tulsa, Mizel Jewish Day School, Charles Schusterman Jewish Community Center, and Tulsa Jewish 
Community Retirement & Health Care Center. “We think of ourselves as the complete connection to 
the Jewish world,” says Jewish Federation of Tulsa’s executive director Barry Abels. 


“We want people to realize this is a treasure for Jews 
and the non-Jewish community,” says Feldman. 

On the second floor are the museum’s permanent ex- 
hibits that feature archaeological artifacts from as far back 
as 3200 B.C.E. — or before common era. At the Sherwin 
Miller, dating systems are B.C.E. and C.E., or Common 
Era, and are used in place of B.C. and A.D., which are 
rooted in a Christian point of view. 

Coins, pottery, and other relics from areas inhabited by 
the Jews also are displayed along a chronological timeline of 
Jewish history. Pieces like an intricately-sewn gold Yemenite 
wedding headdress and a dowry of silver coins framing 
the face are displayed to represent the Jewish life cycle. 
Other items include ritual objects such as hand-scribed 
Torah scrolls and a meticulously illustrated Torah. 

The second floor also is home to objects that illustrate 
the Diaspora, a displacement that resulted in a wide range 
of diverse Jewish cultures in areas like Morocco, Ethiopia, 
and Central Asia. Ornate and bright costumes from these 
Jewish cultures are represented here. 

“I can go to a synagogue in any of these cultures and 
read the prayer book,” says Feldman, “but I won’t under- 
stand the sermon. Many Jews don’t realize their customs 
are different from one culture to another.” 

This diasporic culture is what makes Judaism unique, 
he says. Still, “We have more in common than less.” 

I T IS NOT an exaggeration to point out that every 
line, nook and cranny, brush stroke, chiseled edge, 
and string in the museum can be traced to the scrolls 
on the second floor. 

Following custom, most Torah scrolls are never touched 
by human hands and are written on sewn-together pieces 
of parchment. Just one scroll, if spread out, would fully 
cover the second-floor gallery. The scrolls and their five 
books are written in square Hebrew script, and the 
stories told therein, like the museum, intersect many 
cultural lines. 

Diversity, art, history, and the common ties that bind 
are lessons that should be included in any good book. 
With its emphasis on the richness and history of Jew- 
ish culture, the Sherwin Miller Museum represents the 
opening of a new chapter in Oklahoma. 

The Sherwin Miller Museum of Jewish Art is located at 
2021 East Seventy-first Street in Tulsa. (918) 492-1818 or 
jewishmuseum. net. 
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Destination: Downtown Norman 
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Summer Breeze Concerts 


]uly 13 Beppe Gambetta, Guitar Virtuoso, Lion's Park 
]uly27 Son del Barrio, Saisa, Andrew's Park 

Aug. 10 Danny O'Keefe, Singer/Songwriter, 

Lion's Park 

Aug. 24 Hosty Duo, Rock-a -Billy Lion's Park 
Sept 7 Harry Manx, East Indian Blues, Lion's Park 
Sept 21 Byron Berline Band, Bluegrass, Andrews Park 

AH shows are free and begin at 7:30 p.m. 


The Performing Arts Studio 
www.thepas.01^ | 405-307-9320 


Make Norman Your 
Arts and Cultural Destination 


May 31 - Aug 24 

Science Exhibition; The Sam Noble 
Oklahoma Museum of Natural History 
presents an exhibit created by Project 
Exploration featuring full-scale replicas 
of one of the largest crocodiles that ever 
lived and Nigersaurus, a recently revealed 
sauropod that may easily have been its prey. 
For more information, visit www.snomnh. 
ou.edu/. 

July 4 

33rd Annual Norman Day Celebration; 

July 4th Celebration at Reeves Park. For 
more information, call 405.366.5472. 

July 11 - 12 

Midsummer Night's Fair; The Firehouse 
Art Center presents the 31 st Midsummer 
Night's Fair at Lions Park. For more 
information, call 405.329.4523. 

July 13 

*Summer Breeze Concerts; The 

Performing Arts Studio presents the 
Summer Breeze Concert Series with a 
performance by Beppe Gambetta at 7;30 
p.m. in Lion's Park. This event is free and 
open to the public. For more information, 
please call 405.307.9320. 


July 27 

*Summer Breeze Concerts; The 

Performing Arts Studio presents the 
Summer Breeze Concert Series with a 
performance by Son dei Barrio at 7;30 p.m. 
in Andrew's Park. This event is free and 
open to the public. For more information, 
please call 405.307.9320. 

July 31 - Aug 2 

*Theater; The Sooner Theatre's Young 
Producers present Fiddier on the Roof. 
Tickets; $1 0-adults; $5-children/students; 
group discounts available. For more 
information call 405.321 .9600 or visit 
www.soonertheatre.org. 

August 4 -8 

Children's Camp; The Little River Zoo 
presents the Junior Zookeeper summer 
camps final session from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. at the Little River Zoo. For more 
information, call 405.366.7229. 

August 10 

*Summer Breeze Concerts;The 

Performing Arts Studio presents the 
Summer Breeze Concert Series with a 
performance by Danny O'Keefe at 7;30 
p.m. in Lion's Park. This event is free and 
open to the public. For more information, 
please call 405.307.9320. 


August 24 

*Summer Breeze Concerts; The 

Performing Arts Studio presents the 
Summer Breeze Concert Series with a 
performance by The Hosty Duo at 7;30 
p.m. in Lion's Park. This event is free and 
open to the public. For more information, 
please call 405.307.9320. 

August 29 - Oct 4 

Exhibition; MAINSITE Contemporary Art 
Gallery presents Benjy Russei and Friends, 
opening reception from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m., 
August 29. For more information, visit www. 
mainsite-art.com. 

August 30 

Fun Run; The 23nd annual Brookhaven 
Run for runners of all ages will begin 
at 6;30 a.m. in the Brookhaven Village 
Shopping Center located at 36th Ave. and 
NW Robinson. For more information, call 
405.447.8445. 


*Denotes funding in part from NAC Hotei 
Tax Grant. 


For complete descriptions, visit www.NormanArts.org/events 
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Kick off your 

Route 66 Winery Tour 

IN Stroud! 

Stop in Stroud next time 
you’re on America’s Mother 
Road. With four wineries in 
town, and 13 more within 
a short drive, Stroud is the 
wine capital of Route 66. 



Oklahoma’s Winery and Grape Capital 
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1 . Temtoiy Celbrs, Stroud 

2. The Crape junction. Stroud 

3. StableRidge Vneyardii. Stroud 

4. The Wine Milage. 

5. topper Cellar. M W 

6. GrapeRaiKh. Db//e/j 

7. GwiifieldVi'iiiyari ihiitlier 

8. Mooiifcailiei's Wiim. Cuikk 


9. Natiira Vint^aids ftvps 
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1 1 . GJiiiioiiia %ie Coiipiy. UMti 

1 2. i’aisons 4 Wiiieiy, Skim 

1 3. .Spaite Vliieyfflid 4 Wiery. Simks 
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BIRD AND MAN COME^F 
TOGETHER YEAR-ROUND AT 
THE SUTTON CENTER, THE 
NATION’S PREMIER AVIAN 
RESEARCH FACILITY. 


PHOTOGRAPHY BY TOM LUKER 
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Eagle's Nest 

Top, Birds like this indigo bunting often 
die after being hit by automobiles. 

Sutton Center research director Michael 
Patten has long been interested in such 
environmental mortality and collected 
three years worth of data for his “Roadkill 
Project” during field work for the Sutton 
Center. Above, the George Miksch Sutton 
Avian Research Center 





Senior biologist Don Wolfe, whose 
work is focused primarily on the 
lesser prairie chicken, shares the 
enthusiasm of Sutton Center staff 
and volunteers who have dedicated 
their careers to the protection and 
conservation of birds in Oklahoma. 
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ENVIRONMENT 


Since 1999, the Sutton Center has studied the dwindiing number 
of iesser prairie chickens. Tagging the birds and tracking their 
movements has shown that whiie a high number of the birds are 
kiiied by predation, fence coiiisions — which occur during the prairie 
chickens’ attempts to evade predators at speeds of up to 70 miies 
per hour — account for at ieast 50 percent of deaths. To combat the 
probiem, Don Woife started a project to make fences more visibie 
by attaching trim pieces of white vinyi siding or, when feasibie, 
removing fences aitogether. Here, Candice Schamberger reieases a 
radio-tagged lesser prairie chicken into its natural habitat. 





Bird Brain 

Education programs are a major focus of the Sutton Center. The 
It’s All About Birds! program travels to schools throughout the 
state to teach students about Oklahoma’s avian world. Left, 
“Russell Crow’’ retrieves a dollar bill from a student in Blackwell. 
It’s All About Birds! includes a roster of trained owls, hawks, 
parrots, and other flying performers. 

Right, Christin Pruett prepares a scientific study skin, which 
traditionally is done by removing the insides of the bird and 
stuffing it with cotton. “They’re made from birds found dead. 

Most of them fly into windows or people find them by the side 
of the road,’’ says executive director Steve Sherrod. “All sorts of 
information can be gleaned from these samples.’’ 



OklahomaToday.com 



Well Preserved 

There’s more to the Sutton Center than prairie 
chickens. In another major project, voiunteers were 
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assigned to six hundred piots across the state to 
cataiog bird species they encountered during the 
winter between 2003 and eariy 2008. Their findings wiii 
comprise the Winter Bird Atlas, a companion piece to 
the Oklahoma Breeding Bird Atlas, reieased in 2004. 



ENVIRONMENT 



Big Bird 

In addition to his duties as research 
director at the Sutton Center, Michaei 
Patten is an assistant professor at the 
Okiahoma Bioiogicai Survey and an adjunct 
professor at the University of Okiahoma. 


Bottom right, the Sutton Center’s baid eagie 
repopuiation efforts began in 1984, when 
eagie eggs were brought to the state from 
Fiorida. By 2007, sixty-six nesting pairs 
were recorded in Okiahoma, far more than 
the center’s originai goai of ten pairs. 





Sutton Centfr execufivrarector Steve Sherrod heiped found the ' 
organizatioipn 1984. Bdftin Okiahoma City and raised in Lawton,^herrod’s 
interest in birds started aiA yaung age^’ve got pictures of me in the 
sandbox with a crow on mKKoul^f,’^ne says. “I’m interested in the 
diversity of iife on this piaa 
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The State’s Public Radio — KOSU — has added even more news and 
entertainment programs to the on-air schedule in response to listener 
surveys from around the state. The diversity of these programs continues to serve as 
YOUR connection to the world. KOSU is respected for its state news coverage, including full- 
time reporting on news at the state capitol in Oklahoma City; live severe weather information; 
and in-depth stories and features about Oklahoma’s arts and culture. For programming 
descriptions, please visit our website at kosu.org. 


With two of the largest public radio stations in the state, KOSU 
broadcasts at 100,000 watts on 91.7 Stillwater/Oklahoma City and 
on 107.5 Bartlesville/Tulsa, 24 hours a day. We also broadcast on 
101.9 in Okmulgee. 



The STATE’S Public Radio 


^ADIO^' 






COLLECTION CENTER FOR CREATIVE PHOTOGRAPHY/ANSEL ADAMS PUBLISHING RIGHTS TRUST 



"A true photograph need not be explained, nor can it be contained in words." —Ansel Adams 


C ulture 






White Branches, Mono Lake, California 


American Exposure 


An Ansel Adams exhibition brings the West to Tulsa, page 82 
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Culture: exhibit 


"The idea of wilderness needs no defense. It only needs more defenders." —Edward Abbey 



Snake River and the Tetons, Grand Teton National Park, Wyoming 


American Exposure | 

w 

I 

F rom vast terrains to < 

LU 

glowing skies, the beauty of the | 
western landscape was in good | 
hands with Ansel Adams. More | 
than one hundred of the legend- § 
ary photographer’s prints are on their way > 
to Gilcrease, the Museum of the Americas § 

o 

in Tulsa for a special exhibit, Ansel Adams: g 
A Legacy, which debuts August 14. S 

The featured works are on loan from the o 
Meredith Collection in Austin, Texas. Adams p 

o 

developed the prints at his Carmel Highlands d 
studio in California during the 1 960s and ’70s. ^ 
The photographs are presented in the small, 
intimate format that Adams envisioned — the 
largest measures eighteen-by-twenty-four 
inches — as opposed to the more common 
oversized reproductions. The collection includes 
some of Adams’ most famous images, such as 
the lonesome, hovering moon in Moonrise, 
Hernandez, New Mexico. 

Adams’ love of photography began during 
his first visit to Yosemite National Park in 1 9 1 6, 
when his father bought a Kodak camera. The 
San Francisco native spent most of his teen 
and young adult years training to be a concert 
pianist, but he always found himself back at 
Yosemite National Park, taking pictures. 

Eventually, he became a full-time photog- 
rapher who, while making a living through 
commercial photography, found time to 


capture snapshots of the unique landscape 
of the American West. Later in his career, 
he was able to dedicate himself fully to his 
artistic endeavors. 

Adams’ black and white images are noted 
for evoking an awe-inspired reaction to the 
sublime elements found in nature. 

“Today he has a very different recognition,” 
says Matthew Adams, Adams’ grandson and 
the president of the Ansel Adams gallery in 


Yosemite National Park. “He’s known beyond 
the photography world because photography 
is now accepted as fine art.” 

Adams also was a teacher and a conservation- 
ist. His involvement with the Sierra Club, an 
environmental organization, helped protect 
and preserve several wilderness areas. 

“The first thing he did every morning was 
read the paper and write letters to Congress 
or local officials on what they were doing 
right and what they were doing wrong,” says 
Adams. “It was his daily ritual.” 

In addition to environmental activism, 
Adams gave back to his field by teaching 
workshops and publishing instructional 
books for aspiring photographers. One of his 
techniques was the “zone system,” which gave 
photographers greater control of the outcome 
of their photos by visualizing the final shot. 
His death in 1984 left behind the legacy of 
a true visionary. 

“It is my hope that visitors come away with 
a renewed appreciation for the incomparable 
beauty of the American landscape,” says Gil- 
crease museum curator David Newell. “At this 
time when the future of the environment is 
so very precious, Adams’ works can serve as 
an added inspiration.” — Tiffany White 

Ansel Adams: A Legacy will be on display 
at the Gilcrease Museum August 14 through 
January 4, 2009. 1400 North Gilcrease 
Museum Road in Tulsa. (918) 596-2700 or 
gilcrease.org. 


People of Influence 

OKLAHOMA r0fl4KPH0T0GRAPHERS NAME THEIR FAVORITE LENSMEN. 

Evan Taylor 

Annie Leibovitz: "It’s the way she captures expressions and the lighting she uses. Her pictures invite you in, and you 
just want to sit and look at them. It makes you want to see more. ’’ 

John Jernigan 

Philippe Halsman: 7 had a chance meeting with him when I was a young, impressionable student. He told me 
that anyone can photograph the basics of individuals, but only a true photographer can capture the spirit. He 
inspired me to become a photographer. ’’ 

Yousef Khanfar 

Gordon Parks: "He was able to capture some of the most powerful images of our dark time during the Civil Rights 
movement. His images were about the most sublime moments of humanity, where you can see the believable 
and the unbelievable. Today, he is considered one of the most influential artists of the twentieth century. ’’ 

Shane Brown 

Wright Morris: "He was most active in the 1930s and ’40s photographing rural Nebraska. These photos were 

accompanied by text Morris wrote that always revealed some evidence of the character of the inhabitants as well 
as his personal history. Morris introduced me to the concept of regionalism in photography, something I aspire to 
adhere to with my own work. ’’ 
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FIFTEEN ARTISTS 


June 29 - September 21, 2008 


MUSEUM OF ART 
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Culture: MUSIC 


Great Salt Plains 
Boiling Springs 
Little Sahara 
Alabaster Caverns 
Black Mesa 
Beaver Dunes 
Roman Nose 
Gloss Mountain 
Rodeos 
Car Shows 
Golf 

Water Sports 

Sand Dunes 

Fishing 

Caves 

Museums 

Parades 

Festivals 

Birding 

Wildlife Trails 




Visit hundreds of attractions 
and events in Red Carpet 
Country this Summer! 

For d FREE Visitor's Guide, 

call (800) 447-2698 


OKLfltlOnf] 

niiTiVE mm 


TRAVELOK.COM I 800.652.6552 



REDCARPETCOUNTRY.COM 




I N JULY, OKLAHOMA will nod 
to the boom. If it’s anything like 
last year’s inaugural Rocklahoma 
music festival, the popula- 
tion of Pryor, Oklahoma, will 
increase fivefold as metal rockers and 
glam groupies hit the Catch the Fever 
Festival Grounds just north of town in 
Mayes County. 

The second annual Rocklahoma 
metal fest brings the City of Angels’ 
not-so-angelic, hair-teasing, guitar- 
thrashing rock stars of the 1980s to the 
400-acre festival site an hour northeast 
of Tulsa. 

Nearly one hundred bands on three 
stages are expected to crank up the 
decibel level for a global audience: 
Last year’s event churned out metal 
lovers from every continent except 
Antarctica, ten Canadian provinces, 
and all fifty states. 

With an anticipated minimum of 
35,000 festival-goers per day, Rock- 
lahoma has solidified its place as the 


Generation “X” 

THESE UP-AND-COMING TEEN IDOLS 
AREN’T JUST ANOTHER BOY BAND. 

The young rockers that make up the metal 
band crooked x are already riding a wave of 
success, and they just finished middle school. 

Forrest French, Boomer Simpson, Jesse 
Cooper, and Josh McDowell met while playing 
on a football team in 2004. They soon traded 
in their helmets for the stage, and now the 
fourteen-year-old sensations are opening for 
acts like KISS, Ted Nugent, and Alice Cooper. 

The Coweta-based band’s success is so 
widespread that those unfamiliar with their 
songs may have heard them without realizing 
it. The Crooked X song “Nightmare” is featured 
on the video game Rock Band, and last year 
they were finalists on the “Living Room Live! 
Kids” competition on CBS’s The Early Show. 

Crooked X is slated to perform July 1 2 
at the Rocklahoma festival, one of the only 
Oklahoma-based bands on the roster. 




"I am looking forward to BACHlahoma. We are gonna rock hard!" — rocker Sebastian Bach 



largest ’ 80 s metal festival of its kind in the 
world, not to mention one of the largest 
music festivals in the country. 

“This is like a high school reunion for 
some of these bands,” says Rob Miller, 
president of Event Marketing Group, the 
company charged with marketing and public 
relations for all Catch the Fever events. 
“This is their version of Woodstock.” 

Unlike the most recent incarnations of 
Woodstock, though, Rocklahoma — along 
with its counterparts Country Fever and 
Bikelahoma, both of which also take place 
at the same location near Pryor — is a rela- 
tively peaceful event with room enough 
for all, amenities and vendors galore, and 
security and planning to keep even Chopin- 
listening introverts feeling safe. 

Add to the mix four thousand campsites 
on festival grounds, cold beverages for young 
and old, Indian tacos, and enough fair-style 
food to make up a melody line, and it’s 
assured that Rocklahomans will remain 
rested, full, and entertained throughout 
the four-day event. 


CL 




Twisted Sister iead singer DeeiSniddr 
performed at the 2007 Rockiahoma. 


It s going to be continuous music the 
whole time,” says Miller, who promises 
more than just ear and eye candy for the 
audience. Attendees who are itching for 
a shot at rock stardom can participate 
in the interactive music video game 
Rock Band and show off their skills in 
virtual bands for crowds of onlookers 
and wannabes. 

With bands like Warrant, Tesla, and 
Jackyl on the bill as well as veteran 
rockers-turned-reality-stars Bret Michaels 
and Sebastian Bach wowing crowds, 
metalheads will have an opportunity to 
experience the music of the 1980 s and a 
little piece of Oklahoma all at the same 
time. For at least one weekend, Rockla- 
homa will be teasing and hair-spraying 
Oklahoma’s country roots. 

— Vallery Brown 

Rocklahoma is July 10 through 13 at 
the Catch the Fever Festival Grounds four 
miles north of Pryor on U.S. Highway 69. 
(918) 824-2288 or feverfest.com. 
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M.D. F.A.C.S. 
plastic & reconstructive surgery 
creating a beautiful reftection of you” 

405.751.L0VE(5683) 

11101 Hefner Pointe Drive, 
Suite 104 

Okiahoma City, OK 73120 
www.drtimiove.com 
CareCredit weicome 

Certified 

American Board of Plastic Surgery 
Fellow 

American College of Surgeons 

Q Member, American Society 
of Plastic Surgeons 
American Society for 
Aesthetic Plastic Surgery 
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Culture: MEDIA 



Visit Muskogee’s 
Historic Depot District 

just off Main Street 


See Merle Haggard’s Electric Guitar & Ronnie 
Dunn’s Boots, Jacket and Jeans; Hear the Music 
of Hoyt Axton, Vince Gill, Wanda Jackson, 
Benny Garcia, Jr, Toby Keith, Roger Miller, 
Carrie Underwood and more. . . 


401 S. 3rd Street • In the Frisco Freight Depot 
918-687-0800 • www.omhof.com 
Tues.-Sat. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. 



SUMMER EVENTS 

El Reno Fireworks Display 
July4; cityofelreno.com 

Luel^Star Casino f 

Fireworks Celebration J il| J 

Jnly4; luckystarcasino.com 


Canadian County 
Free Fair 
August 20-23 

canadiancounrvfair.com 


19 th Oklahoma 
Indian Nations 
Pow-Wow 
August 1-3 

c-a-tribes.ore- 


Appetite for the 
Arts Festival 
September 4 

elreno.org 


Tombstone Tales 
September 25-27 

fortreno.org 


Letts Hear It 
for the Books 


Billie Letts' fourth novel delivers adventure and awareness. 




A mong other sim- 
ple pleasures, summer 
months present oppor- 
tunities to sip iced tea 
and escape in a good 
book. Fortunately, Billie Letts, Tulsa 
native and best-selling author, has just 
the ticket with the publication of her 
fourth novel. Made in the U,S,A, 
“It’s about throwaway kids,” Letts 
says of her latest work, published 
June 19. “We have too many of 
them, and it’s something I’m very 
concerned about.” 

Made in the U.S.A. is a story about 
two children, a brother and sister, 
who struggle in foster care. “They 
don’t want to get caught up in the 
merry-go-round of life in foster care 
anymore, so they set out to find a 
place to call home,” says Letts. 

After spending nearly six years 
writing the story, Letts became at- 
tached to the children. 

“Every time I would put them in 
a horrible situation. I’d cry,” she says. 
“I hope they forgave me.” 

Even after escaping injustices in 
the foster care system, Lutie and Fate 
McFee continue to find themselves run- 
ning, all the way from South 
Dakota, through 
Las Vegas, 
and finally to 
a place Letts 
calls a “familiar 
location.” 

If Letts’ name 
isn’t familiar, it 
should be. Pier 
works have sold 
more than three 
million copies. Her 
first novel. Where the 
Heart Is, put Letts in 
the number-one posi- 


ign 

s 


tion on the New York Times Best Seller 
list and earned recognition from Oprah’s 
Book Club. In 2000, the novel received 
even more exposure as the subject of a major 
motion picture starring Natalie Portman 
and Ashley Judd. 

In addition to the success 
of Where the Heart Is, Letts 
has received critical acclaim 
for her short stories and 
her subsequent novels. 
The Honk and Holler 
Opening Soon and Shoot 
the Moon. 

— Rachel Wright 

Letts began a month- 
long book tour in Tulsa 
on ]une 19 and will 
visit Edmond, Okla- 
homa City, and 
Norman in July. 
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Summertime Distractions 

FINISHED THE BOOK, NOW WHAT? 

CONESTOGA, Oklahoma’s largest literary science 
fiction and fantasy convention, makes its twelfth 
stop in Tulsa July 25 through 27 at the Tulsa 
Radisson Hotel. The convention features an art 
show, panel discussions, writer workshops, a short 
film contest, and more, sftulsa.org/conestoga. 



THE MATT STANSBERRY BAND Of Edmond iS 
leaving lazy summer days to the rest of the 
world. The four-man band of college friends- 
turned-musicians returned to Oklahoma after 
a nearly sold-out tour in Japan in March and is 
set to release their second full-length album. 

We. Want. Change., in July. The album tackles 
political issues, coming-of-age struggles, and the 
belief that unity brings change. The rock band 
will headline the Peach Festival in Porter on July 
18 and join the Dfest lineup on July 25 and 26 in 
Tulsa, mattstansberryband.com. 



SAVING GRACE, created and produced by University 
of Oklahoma alumna and Oklahoma City native 
Nancy Miller, returns to Turner Network Television 
CTNT) on July 14. Its second season with Academy 
Award-winner Holly Hunter as Grace Hanadarko, 
a forceful investigator in Oklahoma City with a 
passionate approach to her work, looks to be 
as exciting as the first with love woes, visits 
from unusual angels, and of course, nail-biting 
suspense, turnerinfo.com. 
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TZre SCIENCE 

o/SuperCroc 

fiaturinzNIGERSAURUS’ 

'^May 31 through August 24 

' An exhibit created by Project Exploration 
^featuring full-scale replicas of one of the 
largest crocodiles that ever lived, plus 
Nigersaurus, a recently revealed sauropod that 
has never been viewed outside of Washington, 
D.C. Local exhibition is made possible by the 
Whitten-Newman Foundation. 










NEW 

PALEOZOIC 

GALLERY 


Experience more than 4 billion years of Earth's history! See 
life-size models of prehistoric animals, including ArthropfEura, 
a six-foot-long ancestor to the centipede that lived millions of 
years before the arrival of the dinosaurs. Explore a walk-through 
coal swamp forest and discover the alien plants and animals that 
lived in Oklahoma 300 million years ago. 


Sam Noble Oklahoma 
Museum of Natural History 

SN 

The University of Oklahoma 


2401 Chautauqua Ave. 

OMilrtonfl m 

405-325-4712 

nniivf ij 

www*£nomrih*ou*€du ^ 

iwtpiai' ^ 

Th e U rvl versity of Ok ta h oTtia is a n eq u a i oppo rtu n ity on. 

For accommodations on the basis of disability call 405'^325-471 2, 


OklahomaToday.com 


87 




Ooin Cameron "Universifu in 


ertormances 


N UNIVE 


Bring ike familiy for inflaiakle games, carniva u ames. 
\ fireworks, food and kirtkda^ cake! 

V FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT 

\ WWW.CAMERON.EDU/CENTENNIAL 
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Culture: LETTER from chandler 



"He who lets the goat be laid on his shoulders is soon after forced to carry the cow." —Italian proverb 


Godt Sc fisc 

Attending a country auction brings hack memories for our small-town columnist. 


Y FATHER, ROSS 
Hoover, lived the last 
half or so of his life just 
outside of Chandler. 

If his opinion hap- 
pened to be questioned, he always said, “I 
know what I’m talking about. I’ve been to 
two county fairs and a goat roping.” 

I have never been to a goat roping, but 
my husband John Calvin and I did recently 
attend a goat sale just outside Chandler. It 
was my first animal auction, a fine Saturday 
night’s entertainment with our granddaugh- 
ters, Grace and Elizabeth Myers, and their 
mother Mandy, my son’s wife. 

When I was newly married, my late hus- 
band, Paul, and I lived in New York state. I 
taught with a young woman named Meredith 
who was from around Boston. 

“This is as far west as I’ve ever been,” she 
told me once. She considered me, a girl from 
Oklahoma, to be a frontier woman. 

“I’m going to a boss auction tonight,” 
she said one day. “I guess you’ve been to a 
lot of them.” 

I asked her to say again where she was 
going. 

“A boss auction,” she repeated. When she 
saw that I still did not understand, she said, 
“A boss auction, you know, giddyup.” She 
was shocked to hear I had never attended 
such an event. 

At Countryside Auction, owned by Wayne 
and Karen Rozell, we saw one donkey and 
lots of goats. Living in town, we knew we 
couldn’t buy anything, but I was tempted. 

I’ve always had a fondness for goats. When 
our children were growing up, Paul and I 
lived on five acres just south of Chandler. 
I convinced him that a goat would work 
as a lawn mower and keep our place in 
pristine condition. It did not exactly turn 
out that way. 

The goat. Holiday, much preferred 
shrubs and flowers, but she was a great pet, 
following the kids everywhere and trying 
hard to get into the door of the house or 
car with them. 

Early on, still hoping for the grass thing, 
I chained her one summer day to an unused 


clothesline pole in our side yard. After a bit, 
the kids discovered Holiday in dire straits 
and screamed for me. The goat had wrapped 
herself around the pole. She lay before us, 
eyes rolled back in her head, green tongue 
lolled out, legs twisted into terrible, obvi- 
ously broken positions. I attacked the chain 
at the pole. 

Ben, Holiday’s principal caregiver, began 
to cry softly. Anna-Maria fell to her knees 
praying loudly, “God save our goat.” 

Ginny, the oldest, had the presence of 
mind to suggest I work on getting the chain 
off Holiday’s neck. I did, but still the goat 
appeared dead. We sprayed water in her face. 
I wondered why I was trying to revive her 
when her legs were so terribly broken. 

I think it was Ginny who ran for the saltine 


crackers. Holiday’s all-time favorite snack, 
and threw them down around her face. 
Holiday jumped up, absolutely uninjured, 
and proceeded to eat. 

I haven’t known a goat personally since 
I convinced Ben to sell Holiday when he 
was in high school by pointing out that he 
couldn’t take her to college. He used the 
money to rent a tux for the prom. Still, I 
love goats, and I think everyone should go 
to at least one goat auction. A person can 
do that in Chandler. 

While I was at Countryside, I remembered 
how my friend Meredith had come really far 
west to visit us after Paul and I moved back 
to my hometown of Chandler. She had only 
been here a day when she said, “Now I can 
see why you are such real people.” 
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Culture; MELTING POT 


"Some people march to a different drummer, and some people polka." — t/nknown 




T he smell of kielbasa sau- 
sage fills the air as the lights 
glint off the brass of a tuba. 
It’s Saturday night in Yukon, 
and the weekly polka dance 
at the Czech Hall is in full swing. 

Yukon has a rich history of Czech heri- 
tage dating to the late 1800s, when Czech 
immigrants first began to settle there. 
The Yukon Czech Fiall was founded in 
1899 by members of two Czech commu- 
nity organizations, Sokol and the Western 
Fraternal Life Association, as a gathering 
place for the community and to preserve 
Czech culture. 

Czech Hall has changed very little in the 
years since it was built, and it is still run by 
volunteers. According to Elaine Benda of 
the dance committee, the old-fashioned 
ambiance is intentional. 

“We want it to be familiar and not 
change because people love it,” Benda says. 
“I love it. I feel like it’s my second home.” 
That sentiment is popular among the 
dancers who frequent the Czech Hall. 

“I grew up dancing the polka,” says Eliza- 
beth Lyon, who has been attending dances 
there for two years. “My family is Slovak. 
Of course, Czech and Slovak traditions are 
very closely related, so dancing at Czech 


Czech This Out 

SIGNS OF OKLAHOMA’S DIVERSE CULTURAL ORIGINS HAVE LEFT THEIR MARK ACROSS THE STATE. 


Prague 

In 1 891 , Prague was founded when a family of Bohemians made a run for the Sac and Fox Reservation and named 
their new home after the largest city in what is now the Czech Republic. Today, Prague is home to the annual Kolache 
Festival, which takes place in early May. 


Yukon 

Called the Czech Capital of Oklahoma due to the large number of its citizens who claim Czech heritage, Yukon hosts 
the Oklahoma Czech Festival and crowns a Czech Queen every October. Yukon’s sister city is Krnov, Czech Republic. 


Oklahoma City 

Located in southwest Oklahoma City near Will Rogers World Airport, the Czech National Cemetery predates statehood 
and is still in use by Czech families today. 


Hall feels like home to me.” 

Polka music originated in what is now the 
Czech Republic around the mid-nineteenth 
century during the Bohemian period. The 
Saturday night polka dances at the Czech 
Hall started in 1930 and continue to 
attract a diverse crowd. 

Families with small children, high 
school students who have momentarily 
stowed their cell phones, elderly couples 
in ornate traditional outfits, and even 
a smattering of trained ballroom 
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dancers can be seen circling the dance 
floor on any given Saturday. 

Music is provided by two local bands, 
Masopust Polka Band and the Bohe- 
mian Knights, who play on alternate 
weekends. The bandleaders are of Czech 
descent, and they play primarily polkas 
and waltzes, occasionally throwing in 
variety dances like the flying Dutchman. 
The skill level of the dancers varies widely, 
ranging from professionals to those with 
two left feet. Benda says that’s part of the 
place’s charm. 

“The dances are easy to learn,” she says. 
“You can get out there right away.” The 
atmosphere is welcoming, and attendees 
frequently try out their own moves to the 
beat of the traditional music. “Some people 
will come out in a cowboy hat and do a 
two-step to the music,” Benda says. 

Dances are always open to the public; 
Czech heritage is not a requirement for 
admittance. In fact, part of the mission 
of the Czech Hall is preserving the Czech 
culture by sharing it with others. 

Lyon says, “I really appreciate being 
able to count on having a place to take 
my friends and show them why I love the 
polka, knowing that the people we meet 
there will always be friendly and eager to 
teach newcomers.” 

In addition to being a great way to 
learn about Czech traditions and customs, 
dancing at the Czech Hall is a unique way 
to spend a Saturday night. 

As Lyon says, “There’s nothing like 
kielbasa, beer, great music, and the 
chicken dance.” 

— Kassy Nicholson 

Dances are held every Saturday night 
from 8 p. m. to 11:30 p. m. at Czech Hall, 
205 North Czech Hall Road in Yukon. 
Admission is $5 for ages fourteen and up. 
Children are always free. (405) 324-8073 
or czechhall. com. 





% 


They 

AY 

BEAUTY 


IS IN 
THE EYE 
OF 
THE 
BEHOLDER 


WE SAY, Behold. 


Discover a new kind of beauty. The living 
painting that reflects a Native dance. 

The brilliance of a sunset mirrored in Clyde 
Lake. The majesty of a buffalo as he roams 
the wild plain. Witness the allure of history as 
it lives and breathes through period 
art, cultural relics and 
untouched countryside. 

Surround yourself with 
the beauty of a world 


that many have forgotten, but still exists 
in a place called Woolaroc. 

WELCOME HOME. 


Bartlesville, OK 74003 
Phone: (918) 336-0307 
Toll free: 888-WOOLAROC 

www.woolaroc.org 
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Oklahoma Events 



KAISER FOUNDATION 
PR1S1NTS««JIST1VAL KICK-OFF 

FUNDRAISER CONCERT! JULY 8 

CAIN’S BALLROOM, TULSA, OK 

Starting our 2nd decade with: 

Judy Collins, John Gorka, 
Country Joe McDonald, 
Jimmy LaFave, Ellis Paul 
Romi Mayes, Sam Baker 
Anthony da Costa 

AND MANY OTHERS! 




InatiohjilI 
IlMDOWMtlitl 
Iron THf ARTlI 

1^1 





2ND ANNUAL OSAGE NATI 

FILM FESTIV|i 

SEPTEMBER 13, 2008^"^ 

Movies i Workshops j Celebrities^ 

Film Contest & Cash Prizes^^ 

Entry Info & Application: 
www.osagetribe.com/tourism 

IRM. -lORM. I 

Pawhuska, OK 

(45 miles east from Ponca City & 28 | 

miles west of Bartlesville on HWY 60 - j 

Osage Heritage Trail Byway) i 



Contact Osage Tourism for a 
FREE Osage Nation Visitor Guide: 
(918) 948-5860 or 
chogan@osagetri be. org 

For more Osage Nation events, 
attractions, & group tours: 
www.osagetribe.com/tourism 


Jhfic o>ep(®s^vj 

di ni yo tli u na li s de Iv do di 

Pianting the Seed Corn for Our Chiidren’s Future 



3RD annual 


Cherokee National Holiday 

ART SHOW 


August 29-3i, 2008 • Tahiequah, Okiahoma 

Information: (918) 453-5536 
Or visit: www.cherokee.org 

Over $11,000 in Awards 

Sponsored by Cherokee National Holiday 


Artists may submit 
artwork through 
August 20, 2008 

CATEGORIES: 
Jewelry, Pottery, Paintings 
Graphics, Sculpture 
Bas ketry, Texti I es, Weavi ngs 
Diverse Arts 


)Cherokee Natie 





SHANE BROWN 



"A pair of six-shooters beats a pair of sixes." —Belle Starr 
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|ca City, Ohii 


The 101 Ranch memorabilia exhibit premieres at Gilcrease in Tulsa, page 94 
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Western History 101 

T here was once a place in 

Oklahoma where visitors could 
watch cowboys rope and ride, 
share a soda with a black bear, 
and even see an alleged Indian 
princess shoot spinning glass balls out of the 
air. That storied place was the 101 Ranch 
near Ponca City. 

An exhibit of the ranch’s memorabilia, 
101 Ranch: The Real Wild West, will be 
showcased at Gilcrease, the Museum of the 
Americas in Tulsa starting July 12. 

Colonel George Miller founded the 101 
Ranch in the late 1800s. After his death in 
1903, he passed it on to his sons, Joe, Zack, 
and George Miller. 

“At its inception, the 101 Ranch was the 
largest diversified farming and ranching en- 
terprise in the world,” says Anne Brockman 
of the Gilcrease. 

By the time Joe Miller started the 101 
Ranch Real Wild West Show in 1905, the 
estate consisted of 110,000 acres of leased 
Indian lands and had its own school, general 


store, hotel, newspaper, blacksmith, dairy, 
meat-packing plant, and oil refinery. 

“It was a city in itself,” says Brockman. 
“They even printed their own money.” 

Some of that currency will be exhibited at 
the Gilcrease, along with 3,700 other artifacts 
including costumes, show programs, photo- 
graphs, and several firearms including those 
of famed sharpshooter Princess Wenona. 



Born Lillian Smith, Princess Wenona was 
billed as the daughter of legendary Sioux 
chieftain Crazy Horse, and she stood by 
that claim throughout her career. 

Wenonas skill with a rifle was so renowned 
that she was invited to meet with Queen 
Victoria of England. Buffalo Bill Cody even 
offered a $ 1 0,000 prize to anyone who could 
best her in a shooting demonstration, a chal- 
lenge which even Annie Oakley declined. 

One of the most famous personalities on the 
ranch was Tony, the Millers’ captive black bear. 
Tony lived in a cage outside the ranch store, 
but he often was put on a chain when his cell 
was needed to confine drunken patrons. 

Tony never touched alcohol, but he liked to 
hit a bottle of another sort — soda pop. Visi- 
tors would buy soda especially for Tony, who 
would take the bottles gently between his big 
paws and finish them off in one gulp. Sadly, 
this addiction probably contributed to Tony’s 
death in 1931 from a kidney infection. 

The Gilcrease acquired the historic 101 
Ranch collection, valued at about $2 mil- 
lion, from Jerry and Ruth Murphey. Jerry 
Murphey, whose grandmother performed in 




Q2|rtl0QW|ll0 Bartlesville Convention and Visitors Bureau 

^ EME EOT ^PLORl^, PO Box 2366 • Bartlesville, OK 74005 • 877.273.2004 • 918.336.8708 • VisitBartlesville.com 


WESTERN HERITAGE 
WEEKEND 

Downtown Dewey 
09/20-21/2008 


TOMMIE FESTIVAL 

Downtown Dewey 
09/20/2008 


I WILD WEST SNOW 

I Prairie Song Pioneer Village, Dewey 
■ 09/21/2008 


OKLAHOMA INDIAN SUMMER 

Bartlesville Community Center 
09/12-14/2008 


WOOLAROC’S COW THIEVES 
& OUTLAWS REUNION 

V/oolaroc Museum & Wildlife Preserve 
09/13/2008 


FALL TRADERS ENCAMPMENT 

at Crystal Lake/Woolaroc 
10/3-5/2008 
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the Wild West show, began collecting relics 
from the ranch at age fifteen. 

In addition to fabulous costumes and rare 
photographs, the exhibition also will screen a 
number of films starring the ranch’s notable 
performers, such as the popular black rodeo 
star Bill Pickett and Tom Mix, who attracted 
the attention of Hollywood in 1 909 and went 
on to earn dozens of film credits. 

“The West was a very mythical place, 
and the movies brought it to life,” says 
Brockman. 

In the late 1920s, spurred by the deaths 
of two of the Miller brothers. World War I, 
and the Great Depression, the 101 Ranch 
began to decline. Zack Miller was ultimately 
forced to close it in 1939. 

Now, nearly seventy years later, Oklahomans 
can once again experience this jewel of the 
plains and marvel at the skill and spectacle of 
its performers. — Kassy Nicholson 

1 01 Ranch: The Real Wild West will run July 
12 to January 25, 2009, at Gilcrease Museum 
in Tulsa. 1400 North Gilcrease Museum Road. 
(888) 655-2278 or gilcrease.org. 


Anadarko 

Honor America Day July 4, Randlett Park. (405) 

247-6651 

0-Ho-Ma Lodge Ceremonial July 26-27, Indian City USA. 
(405) 247-5661 

American Indian Expo Aug 4-9, Anadarko Fairgrounds. 
(405) 247-6651 

Wichita Tribal Dance Aug 1 4-1 7, Wichita Tribal Complex. 
(405) 247-2425 

Bartlesville 

Bartlesville’s 4th of July Freedom Fest July 4, 
Washington Park Mall. (918) 366-8708 
Bartlesville Area Farmers Market July 5, 1 2, 1 9 & 26, 

Frank Phillips Park. (918) 333-7390 

Bartlesville Roundup Club Arena U S. 60 West. July 1 2, 
Roundup Club Play Day. July 31 -Aug 2, Green Country 
Rodeo. (918) 397-8107 

Disney High School Musical July 17-20, Bartlesville 
Community Center. (918) 336-0558 

Broken Arrow 

Blue Star Mothers Benefit Concert for Our Troops July 
4, First Baptist Church of Broken Arrow. (91 8) 857-9751 
Broken Arrow Roundup Club Playday July 1 3, Aug 3, 

Roundup Club Arena. (91 8) 697-1 436 
Read to Feed Book Fair Aug 1 -2, 31 5 W College. (91 8) 
251-7781 


Chickasha 

Grady County Fairgrounds 500 E Choctaw. July 1 9-24, 
Grand National Florseman Association National Events. 
July 27-28, Chickasha Rodeo. Aug 5, Outlaw Tractor 
Pull. Aug 9, Bluegrass Festival. Aug 28-30, Grady 
County Fair. (405) 224-6552 

Family Fun Festival July 4, Shannon Springs Park. (405) 
274-7547 

Our Diamond Miss 2008 Beauty Pageant July 26-31 , 
CFIS Activity Center. (405) 378-0250 
Mud Fest 2008 Aug 1 6, Chickasha Sod and Grass Farm. 
(405) 222-5433 

Muscle Car Ranch Auto Swap Meet & Concert Aug 

21-24, Muscle Car Ranch. (405) 222-4910 

Duncan 

Simmons Center 800 Chisholm Trail. July 1 1 , Crepes for 
Crape Myrtles. July 26, Dehydrator Bicycle Ride & Race. 
(580) 252-2900 

Stephens County Fair & Expo Center 2002 S 1 3th. 

July 1 4-1 8, Arts Explosion. Aug 8-9, Duncan Fishing & 
Tackle Show. Aug 20-23, Stephens County Free Fair. 
Aug 22-23, F&F Rodeo Producers Finals and Open 
Rodeo. (580) 255-3231 

Water Garden Pond Tour July 1 2, Citywide. (800) 
782-7167 

World’s Largest Garage Sale & Summer Fest July 
18-19, Fuqua Park. (580) 255-3644 


The Landmark Experience 


FRANK liOYD WRIGHT'S 
ONLY SKYSCRAPER 

Bartlesville, Oklahoma 

EXPERIENCE 

Docent-led tours of Wrighfs restored interiors. 

Call 91 8.336.4949 for times and reservahons, 

EXPLORE 

Classic 20fh century dinnerware at the current exhibition 
Setting the Table: Designs in Mid-Century Dinnerware. 

Galleries open Tuesday through Sunday. 

ENJOY 

Exquisite dining and spectacular views from Copper 
Restaurant -I- Bar. Call 918.336.1000 for reservations 
and information. 

This National Historic Landmark is located in downtown Bortlesvilie, [ust 45 minutes 
North of Tulsa. 

VISIT PHICETOWER.OJiG/OK AND SIGN UP FOR OUR BI-WEEKLY EMAIL NEWSLETTER 



CELEBRATING 


SI 

YEARS 

1956-2006 


510 DEWEY AVE.. BARTLESVILLE, OK • 918.336.4949 


PRICETOWER.ORG/OK PRICE TOWER ARTS CENTER! 

FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT ARCHITECT 
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It s Only Rock and RoU, But I Like It 

Tulsa sDfest attracts international acts while unearthing local talent. 


L iving the rock-and-roll 

lifestyle can be expensive. For up- 
and-coming musicians, the costs, 
both financial and psychological, 
of touring and vying for recognition in the 
music industry can sap artists of all their 
creative energy. For music-lovers, ticket 
prices at the big summer festivals can be 
prohibitively high. Dfest in Tulsa is trying 
to change all that. 

Dfest is a two-day music conference and 
festival founded to promote Oklahoma’s 
music scene. 

“We started the event to drum up support 
for our band,”says Angie DeVore-Green, chief 
operating officer of Dfest. “We threw a little 
concert with twelve local bands from every 
genre and called it DiversaFest.” 

In 2006, DeVore-Green and her husband 
Tom, Dfest’s CEO, decided to set their own 



band. Ultrafix, aside and focus solely on 
Dfest, promoting Oklahoma music and its 
artists full time. 

Of course, Dfest offers plenty of ear candy. 
This year’s headliners include the All-American 


Rejects, the Roots, Paramore, and Helmet, 
but those acts are just the beginning. Dfest 
features 136 bands this year, and as always, 
at least half of them are required to be Okla- 
homa artists. 

“It’s amazing because we’re exposing people 
to all this young, emerging talent, and the bands 
get to play for anywhere from hundreds to 
thousands of people,” says DeVore-Green. 

The keynote speaker for the conference is 
Martin Atkins of Invisible Records, the former 
drummer for the band Ministry and author 
of TouriSmart: And Break the Band. 

— Kassy Nicholson 

Dfest is July 25 and 26 at the Crowne Plaza 
Hotel and various music venues in the Blue 
Dome District in Tulsa, 100 East Second Street. 
A two-day pass for all music venues is $30 in 
advance or $40 at the door, dfest.com. 



Nowhere Else But Weatherford! 

Grab a bite of Route 66 in Weatherford, Oklahoma. 
Shop one of Oklahoma’s finest downtown retail 
districts. Relive our nation’s history at the Stafford 
Air & Space Museum and the Heartland Museum. 
And spend the night at your choice of comfortable, 
modern lodging facilities. You’ll find room to roam 
and plenty of western Oklahoma hospitality. 


* Ekfi E^7 > WKrihfhHd, CX 7M9& 

1-800-725-7744 

www.weatherfordchamber.com 


TravelOK.com 


greatplainscountry.cbm 


OKlfltlOflfi 
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Edmond 

Kickingbird Golf Club 1 600 E Danforth. July 1 9-20, 
Kickingbird Classic. July 26, Aug 16, Family Fun Night. 
(405)341-5350 

LibertyFest July 1 -4, Citywide. (405) 340-2527 
Farmers Market July 2-Aug 30, Festival Market Place. (405) 
359-4630 

Concert in the Park July 3-Aug 7, Hater Park. (405) 
359-4630 

LibertyFest Parade July 4, Downtown. (405) 340-2527 

Pelican Bay Summer Sizzler Movie Nite July 1 0, 24, 
Pelican Bay. (405) 21 6-7655 
Will Rogers Follies July 1 0-1 2, 1 7-1 9, Mitch Park 
Amphitheatre. (405) 249-7477 
Summer Blast at Camp Edmond July 21 -25, July 28-Aug 
1, Mitch Park. (405) 359-4630 
BCI Girls National Basketball Tournament July 24-27, 
Multiple Edmond gyms. (405) 340-2816 
Gone Fishing: Edmond Fish & Tackle Exhibit July 28-Aug 
29, Edmond Historical Society & Museum. (405) 340-0078 
Krazy Daze July 31 -Aug 2, Downtown. (405) 249-9391 
Beat the Heat Aug 8-1 0, 1 5-1 7, Edmond Soccer Club. (405) 
348-2255 

Arcadia Lake Swap Aug 9, Spring Creek Park. (405) 
216-7470 

El Reno 

El Reno GrasCar July 5, 1 9, Adams Park. (405) 226-0404 
Ghosts of Fort Reno Tour July 1 9, Aug 1 6, Fort Reno Visitor 
Center. (405) 262-3987 

Annual Anniversary & Homecoming Celebration Aug 1 3, 

Bethel AME Church. (405) 422-2075 
Canadian County Free Fair Aug 20-23, Fairgrounds. (405) 
262-0683 



Pop Culture 

A RENOWNED POP-UP BOOK ARTIST SHARES HER SECRETS. 

Many think of pop-up books as nothing more than a child’s plaything, but others see them as 
something more. “Just because something is made for kids doesn’t mean it’s not art,” says Allison 
Meier, development coordinator for Untitled ArtSpace in Oklahoma City. In August, the non-profit gallery 
hosts a Pop-Up Structure Workshop and Artist Talk with Carol Barton, an internationally exhibited artist 
and author of The Pocket Paper Engineer. 

Workshop participants will develop an understanding of the mechanics of paper engineering. “We 
focus on how people can use standard materials in a different way,” says Meier. More than just a way 
to interact with literature, Barton’s creations challenge adults to embrace the delight and surprise they 
felt in youth. — kassy Nicholson 

The Free Artist Taik with Caroi Barton is August 8 at 6:30 p.m. The Pop-Up Structure Workshop 
is August 9 and 10, Untitied ArtSpace, 1 Northeast Third Street in Okiahoma City. The cost for the 
workshop is $225, and space is iimited. (405) 815-9995 or 1ne3.org. 





Located on Interstate 40, 
just east of Oklahoma City, 
Shawnee boasts a 'Vorld- 
class'" casino, a college- 
town environment, unique 
shopping, dining and 
entertainment venues. 
Visit online today and 
start planning your trip 
to Shawnee! 


online today for 
your chance to 


Get 


International Finals Youth Rodeo 
July 14-19, 2008 

Heart of Oklahoma Quilt Festival 
September 5-6, 2008 

Southern Winds Film Festival 
September 11-14, 2008 


[ e a t r 0 I 0Uaho_ra o ' i 

ONTIER 
WJNTRY 

WWW. okto u nsm . co m 


oitLionn 


www.travelok, com 


- www.visitshawnee.com 405.275.9780 
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500+ FARM AND RANCH ATTRACTIONS, VACATIONS & EVENTS 





NUYAKA CREEKWINERY 


Sample a rich variety of locally produced, 
handcrafted fruit and berry wines while en- 
joying lavish country scenery and a welcom- 
ing atmosphere. Specializing in elderberry 
wine, renowned for its therapeutic benefits. 
Thursday through Monday,! 2:00 p.m. to 
5:00 p.m. 



Appointments and Directions, call: 
918-756-8485 or 918-756-7568 
www.nuyakacreek.com | Bristow, OK 



OUR FIELD OF DREAMS RANCH 

Located on 65 rolling acres in Central Oklahoma, just minutes south of 1-40 and 40 minutes east of 
Oklahoma City, Our Field of Dreams has been raising a variety of alpacas for almost fifteen years. 

See how a real alpaca ranch operates and meet some of nature's most adorable domesticated 
creatures. Visit the showroom where home-spun alpaca fleece is available for purchase. 


Qur “FfeCC “Dreams 

For appointment and directions, please call or email: 
405-273-9234 | Cell: 405-202-9967 
alpacagal@aol.com | www.ourfieldofdreamsalpacas.com 



THE PEACH 
BARN & ORCHARD 


TERRITORY CELLARS 


WOODS & WATERS 
WINERY 


Shop for the season's freshest produce 
and enjoy delicious homemade Porter 
peach fried pies and sundaes. Our on-site 
market sells homegrown Porter peaches, 
vegetables and fruits, jams, salsas, 
dressings, Amish cheese and butter, gifts, 
pecans (Oct.-Dec), and much more! 


The Peach Bam 
&^^^hard 


Corner of Highways 69 & 51 b 
Porter | 918-686-0440 
www.thepeachbarn.com 


Our new facility overlooks 2,000 three- 
year- old Cabernet and Muscat vines and 
several guesthouses. Private parties and 
meetings are already a specialty as are 
dinners with limited seating and specialty 
menus. All of the wines produced this 
year have Oklahoma Centennial labels. 


O.T. 





N.oftheTurnerTurnpikeon Hwy.99 | Stroud, OK 
918-987-1800 | 918-968-2575 
www.territorycellars.com 


Caddo County's first and largest commercial 
winery was established in 1998. Set among 
600 acres of rolling hills, trees, and ponds, 
it's the largest vineyard in Oklahoma, 
featuring 11 varieties of wine grapes. 
Tasting room open daily M-F 1 to 6pm. Be 
sure to join us for food and wine at The 
Winery Bistro, Sat-Sun 11am to 6pm. 

WOODS^WATERS 


RR3 Box 160C | Anadarko, OK 
580-588-2515 | woodsandwaterswinery.com 
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Enid 

Running of the Rats July 1 2, 608 N Independence. 
(800) 749-5054 

Santa’s Showcase in July July 1 2, Hoover Building, 
Fairgrounds. (405) 414-0627 
South Pacific July 18-26, Gaslight Theatre. (580) 
234-2307 

American Legion National Regional Tournament 

Aug 14-18, David Allen Ballpark. (580) 548-7941 

Eufaula 

4th of July Fireworks Spectacular July 4, Eufaula 
Cove. (918) 689-2791 

Midsummer Thunder Motorcycle Rally July 24-27, 
Belle Starr Park. (918) 689-4747 
Whole Hog Days July 25-26, Downtown. (918) 
689-2791 

Indian Community Powwow and Homecoming 

Aug 29-31 , Eastside Ballpark. (918) 689-5066 

Grove 

Civic Center 1 720 S Main. July 4, Cajun Festival. 

July 1 9, Aug 1 6, Cruise to Grove. Aug 29-31 , 

Jana Jae’s Fiddle Camp and Music Festival. (918) 
786-8896 

Guthrie 

Lazy E Arena 9600 Lazy E. July 3-6, Team Roping. 
July 1 0-1 2, Roy Cooper’s World Champ Junior Calf 
Roping. July 1 7-20, World Barrel Racing Show. Aug 
2-3, Lazy E Dressage Classic. Aug 16, Endurocross 
Motorcycle Racing. Aug 22-23, PBR Bullnanza. Aug 
29-31 , The Wrangler Heartland Tour Barrel Racing. 
(405) 282-3004 

A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the 
Forum Aug 22-31 , The Pollard Theatre. (405) 
282-2800 

Jenks 

Oklahoma Aquarium 300 Aquarium Drive. July 7-1 1 , 
1 4-1 8, 21 -25, 28-Aug 1 , Summer SeaCamps. July 
1 4, Scout Day. Aug 28, Homeschool Day. (91 8) 
296-3474 

Miami 

Quapaw Tribal Powwow July 4-6, Quapaw Tribal 
Grounds. (91 8) 320-9186 

Fourth Annual Buffalo Bike Run July 18-19, Buffalo 
Run Casino. (918) 542-7140 

Oklahoma 8-Man Coaches Association All-Star 
Game July 1 9, NEC A&M College. (91 8) 542-8441 
Ottawa County Fair Aug 17-23, Miami Fairgrounds. 
(918) 542-1688 

Ottawa Tribal Powwow Aug 29-31 , Ottawa Tribal 
Grounds. (91 8) 674-2553 

Muskogee 

Happy Birthday i^erica Fireworks Display July 3, 
Love Hatbox Field. (918) 684-6302 
Law Enforcement Day July 1 9, Three Rivers 
Museum. (91 8) 686-6624 
Muskogee Farmers’ Market 10th Annual Salsa 
Contest July 26, Market Square. (918) 686-6939 

Norman 

Fred Jones Jr. Museum of Art 555 Elm. July 1 -6, 
Hung Liu: Now and Then. July 1 -Aug 1 7, China: 
Insights. July 1 -Aug 31 , Highlights From the Adkins 
Collection. July 1 -Aug 31 , Tradition in Transition: 
Russian Icons in the Age of the Romanovs. (405) 
325-4938 

Junior Zookeepers Camp July 1 -Aug 8, Little River 
Zoo. (405) 366-7229 

The Science of SuperCroc! Featuring Nigersaurus 

July 1 -Aug 24, Sam Noble Oklahoma Museum of 
Natural History. (405) 325-4712 


July/August 2008 
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~]~he ^ erntory features a serene residential development with numerous lots 
available to suit your specific needs. (Complemented by a championship 1 5-hole golf course 
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*C~~he erritory is now offering C^tay and Play packages.* 
pormore information^ contact /\ndrea at 50.^/^. 00/5 
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Events 


suite: home Oklahoma 

I. Canadian river bottom 

a ribbon of early morning light 

rests softly on a backbone ridge in the distance 

my shoes are stained with red clay 

the rain crow calls, and if i listen closely, 

I can hear inside his lonely voice a dim memory 
i ask him to show me the way home 

II. wewoka 

i remember being startled by seeing my brown face 
reflected in the dime store window 
superimposed on packages of bed linen 
marked down for the white sale 


Norman Day Celebration July 4, Reeves Park. (405) 
366-5472 

31st Midsummer Night’s Fair July 11-12, Firehouse Art 
Center. (405) 329-4523 

Amateur Athletics Union 13 and Under Girls 
Basketball July 11-19, Lloyd Noble Center. (405) 
366-8095 


III. at the stomp dance grounds 

for Cynthia Johnson 

we sit in the arbor on a cool misty evening 

a red flower dances in a shimmering water glass 

the sun’s glare has softened, 

its rays round themselves on the horizon, 

reaching across the sky to illuminate 

the shiniest thread of a spider’s web 

suspended in time above the table 

Jeanetta Calhoun Mish of Norman is a PhD stu- 
dent in American Literature at OU. Her new poetry 
collection, Work Is Love Made Visible, will be 
published by West End Press in fall 2008. Another 
of Mish ’s poems appears on page 1 04. 


Summer Breeze Concert July 1 3, Aug 1 0, Lion’s Park. 
(405) 307-9320 

Air Supply Concert July 26, Riverwind Casino. (405) 
322-6464 

Benjy Russel and Friends Aug 29-31 , Mainsite 
Contemporary Art. (405) 292-8095 
Brookhaven Run Aug 30, Brookhaven Village. (405) 447-8445 


Oklahoma City 

JRB Art at the Elms 281 0 North Walker. July 4-26, Karl 
Brenner Landscape Paintings and Paula Willis Jones 
Paintings. Aug 1 -30, Bill Rabon, Dorothy Moses, and 
Barbara Broadwell. (405) 528-6336 

National Cowboy & Western Heritage Museum 1 700 
NE 63rd. July 1 -6, Being Buffalo Bill: Man, Myth, and 
Media. July 1 -Aug 31 , Prix de West Invitational Art 
Exhibition. July 26, Celebrating the National Day of the 
American Cowboy. (405) 478-2250 

State Fair Park 1-44 & NW 1 0th. July 11-13, The Original 
Free RV and Boat Show. August 2-9, AQFIYA World Youth 
Championship Quarter Florse Show. (405) 948-6704 

4th of July Celebration July 4, Downtown. (405) 
235-3500 

Excursion Trains July 5, 1 9, Aug 2, 1 6, 3400 NE Grand 
Blvd. Oklahoma Railway Museum. (405) 424-8222 

Back to School Bash Aug 1 6, Washington Park. (405) 
424-5243 

Arts Festival Oklahoma Aug 29-31 , Oklahoma City 
Community College. (405) 682-7576 

Pawhuska 

Downtown Main and Kinekah. July 4, Freedom Celebration 
Parade. July 1 5, Cavalcade Street Dance. (91 8) 

287-1208 

International Roundups Clubs Cavalcade July 15-20, 
Fairgrounds. (91 8) 846-2270 

Ponca City 

Freedom Festival July 4,Take Ponca. (580) 767-0430 

Fly-in Breakfast July 5, Aug 2, Ponca City Airport. (580) 
767-0470 

Jumbo Radio Controlled Fly-in July 12-13, GOOFS Field. 
(580) 765-0757 



tJ 
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Oklahoma Junior Rodeo July 1 8-1 9, Rodeo Grounds. (91 8) 
765-4400 

Grand National Motocross Races July 20-26, AMBUC 
Race Park. (580) 762-3635 

101 Ranch Wild West PRCA Rodeo Aug 7-9, 1 01 Rodeo 
Grounds. (580) 765-5549 

NBRA National Boat Racing Championships Aug 15-17, 
East Lake Ponca. (580) 762-241 4 

Pryor 

Independence Day Celebration July 4, Football Field. (918) 
825-0157 

American Cowboy Trade Days and Celebration July 
25-27, Whitaker Park. (91 8) 825-01 57 

Shawnee 

Heart of Oklahoma Exposition Center 1 700 W 

Independence. July 4, Red, White, and Blue. July 1 4-1 9, 
International Finals Youth Rodeo. Aug 8-9, Triangle Horse 
Sale. Aug 23, NBHA Barrel Racing. (405) 275-7020 

All About Us Marriage and Relationship Program Aug 2, 

Gordon Cooper Technology Center. (877) 435-8133 

Stillwater 

Payne County Expo Center 451 8 Expo Cir E. July 1 3-1 9, 
International Junior Brangus Show. July 24-26, Sooner 
State Dairy Show. (405) 377-1 275 
Boomer Blast July 4, Boomer Lake. (405) 747-8070 
Artists Opening Reception July 1 1 , Multi Arts Center. (405) 
533-8539 

Idella Lohmann Ballroom Dance July 1 1 , July 25, Parks 
and Recreation Armory. (405) 372-6046 
Krazy Daze July 17-20, Citywide. (405) 743-3697 
Making Handcrafted Paper July 19, Homeplace Gardens 
and Herb School. (405) 612-0481 


Bilingual Storytime July 21 , Stillwater Public Library. (405) 
372-3633 

Tulsa 

Expo Square 41 45 E 21 st. July 1 2-1 3, R.K. Shows. 

July 15-18, Palomino Horse Breeders of America 
YouthWorld Championship Horse Show & Sale. July 
26, PHBA World Championship Horse Show. July 
30-Aug 3, American Buckskin Registry Association. 
July 31 -Aug 3, Tulsa Summer Classic. Aug 8-1 0, 

IICOT Powwow of Champions. Aug 8-1 7, Reichert 
Celebration. Aug 20-24, National Snaffle Bit 
Association. Aug 22, Monster Truck and Tough Truck 
Races. Aug 23-24, Oklahoma Pinto Horse Association. 
Aug 29-31 , Oklahoma Palomino Exhibitors Association. 
(918) 744-1113 

Fair Meadows Race Track 4705 East 21st. July 3-6, 
July 10-13, July 17-20, July 24-27, Fair Meadows 
Horse Racing. (918) 744-6999 

Rendezvous 2008 July 1-13, Gilcrease, the Museum of 
the Americas. (918) 596-2700 

RiverWalk Crossing 300 Riverwalk. July 1 -Aug 31 , 
Summer Concert Series. July 11-12, Reggae Fest 
2008.(918) 296-7121 

River West Festival Park 2100 S Jackson. July 4, Tulsa 
FreedomFest ’08. July 1,8,15, 22, Starlight Band 
Concert. (918) 596-2001 

Tulsa Performing Arts Center 1 1 0 E 2nd. July 5, Cairde 
na Gael. July 5, Jeff Shadley’s Tribute to Frank Sinatra. 
July 11-12, Rosa Parks: A Simple Act of Courage. 

July 1 1 -1 9, Are We There Yet? July 1 3, The Gospel 
According to Luke. July 17-19, Cafe Aman. July 
18-26, HonkyTonk Angels: Bubba’s Revenge. July 
1 9, 1 964, the Tribute. July 20, Uptown Horns. July 
25, Brad Morris: Father/Son. July 25, Dance of the 


Heart II: Celebrating Black Dance in America. July 26, 
Sleep With My Guitar. July 26, Steve Lancaster’s Art of 
Magic and Hypnosis. July 27, Guitars Gone Wild. July 
27, India: An Enigma. Aug 1 , Janet Rutland: This Thing 
Called Love. Aug 1 -3, Aug 7-9, The Chosen. Aug 1 -9, 
Footloose. Aug 2, Tinkerbell Dies Again. Aug 3, Trio 
Spiritoso: Divertimento. Aug 9, The Red Alert: By the 
Pale Moonlight. Aug 22-23, Our Favorite Things. (918) 
596-7122 

Annual Oklahoma State H.O.G. Rally July 3-5, Tulsa 
Marriott Southern Hills. (877) 501-1464 

Summer’s 5th Night July 3-Aug 28, Utica Square. (91 8) 
742-5531 

The Drunkard and the Olio July 5-Aug 30, Tulsa 
Spotlight Theater. (918) 587-5030 

An Evening With Ween July 1 2, Cain’s Ballroom. (91 8) 
584-2306 

2008 Built Ford Tough Series July 1 8-20, Tulsa 
Convention Center. (918) 596-7177 

Out & About 

ALTUS Great Plains Stampede Rodeo, Aug 21 -23, Altus 
Rodeo Arena. (580) 471 -2422 

ARCADIA Arcadia Heritage Festival & Rodeo, Aug 29-31 , 
Arcadia Municipal Park. (405) 396-2899 

ARDMORE 4th of July Fireworks, July 4, Lake Murray State 
Park. (580) 223-6601 

BIXBY Country Western Dance for Adults, July 26 &Aug 23, 
Bixby Community Center. (918) 366-4841 

BLACKWELL July 4th Celebration, July 4, Memorial Park. 
(580)363-4195 

BLUEJACKET Fireworks Display & Entertainment, July 4, 
Panther Park. (918) 784-2382 

BRAGGS Greenleaf State Park. July 4-6, 4th of July Blowout. 
(918)487-7125 





Produced in cooperation with the Oklahoma Tourism & Recreation Department. 
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Gifts For Your Inner Okie. 


yrRANGt 

STATE 

liV 


Strange State 
$24.00 



Frankoma Trivet 
$9.95 



Oklahoma Rising DVD 
$19.95 



Celtic Firestone 
$34.95 


Order using the enclosed order form, 

OR ORDER ONLINE AT OklahomaToday.COM. 

( 405 ) 230-8450 • 1 - 800 - 777-1793 


Storyteller 

for louisa ellen exendine sanderson 

i drive toward the arms of the Canadian river 
it calls to me, jealous of the hudson 
murmuring beneath my window 
through long winter nights 

in Oklahoma an owl waits silently 

amid the rubble of my grandmother’s house 

her face shines out from its eyes 

its wings brush the cracked edges of memory 

the tires hum, an intermittent rain sequins the windshield 
and a shy moon hides behind a veil of black clouds 
radio stations fade with the passing miles 
and an urgent wind impels me westward 

grandmother 

you were silenced before you could 
begin to tell me the stories 
i am coming home 
i am listening everywhere 
for your voice. 


— Jeanetta Calhoun Mish 


BRISTOW Celebration of National Day of the 
American Cowboy, July 26-27, City Park. (918) 
367-6762 

BRISTOW Route 66 Car, Truck, Bike & Tractor Show, 
Aug 30, Main St. (918) 367-0111 
BUFFALO Celebration in the Park, July 4, Celebration 
Park. (800) 642-1883 

CARNEGIE Kiowa Gourd Clan Powwow, July 2-4, City 
Park. (580) 654-2300 

CHANDLER 4th of July Family Celebration, July 4, 
Tilghman Park. (405) 258-0673 
CHECOTAH Honey Springs Battlefield Site. July 18, 
Memorial Run. July 19, Memorial Service. (918) 
473-5572 

CLAREMORE 4th of July Celebration, July 4, 
Claremore Lake Park. (91 8) 341 -8688 
CLEVELAND Freedom Celebration, July 5, Feyodi 
Park. (918) 358-2131 

CONCHO Oklahoma Indian Nations Powwow, Aug 1 -3, 
Parade Grounds. (405) 422-1890 
CYRIL 4th of July Freedom Fest, July 4, Keith 
Coleman Park. (580) 464-241 1 
DAVIS Arbuckle Mountain 4th of July Jam, July 1 -5, 
Arbuckle Mountain Park. (405) 665-5226 
DAVIS Summerfest 2008, July 4, Wolf Field. (580) 
369-2402 

DEL CITY Greater Oklahoma Bluegrass Music Society 
Jam, July 12 & Aug 9, Oklahoma Country Western 
Museum & Hall of Fame. (405) 485-2370 
ELK CITY Fireworks Display, July 4, Ackley Park. 

(580) 225-0207 

ELK CITY PRCA Rodeo of Champions, Aug 29-31 , 
Beutler Brothers Rodeo Arena. (580) 225-0100 
FORT GIBSON 1840s Independence Day, July 4, Fort 
Gibson Historic Site. (918) 478-4088 
FOSS Christmas in July, July 11-12, Foss State Park. 
(580) 592-4433 
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FREDERICK World War II Airborne Demonstration Team 
Open Hangar Day, July 26, Frederick Airport. (580) 
335-2126 

FREEDOM Selman Bat Watch, July 10-Aug 2, Alabaster 
Caverns State Park. (405) 424-0099 
GORE Fireworks Extravaganza, July 4, Lake Tenkiller 
Dam. (91 8) 457-4403 

GRANITE 4th of July, July 4-5, City Park. (580) 
535-2116 

HENRYETTA Annual Living Legends Rodeo, Aug 
31 -Sept 1 , Nichols Park. (91 8) 652-3331 
HULBERT 4th of July Celebration, July 4, Western 
Hills Guest Ranch and Sequoyah State Park. (918) 
772-2046 

LAWTON Lawton-Fort Sill Birthday Celebration, Aug 2, 
Elmer Thomas Park. (580) 581 -3471 
MANGUM Antiques Classic Street Rod Show, Aug 2, 
Courthouse Square, Downtown. (580) 782-2444 
OKMULGEE Invitational Rodeo, Aug 8-9, Claude Cox 
Arena. (91 8) 758-1 01 5 
PAULS VALLEY 4th of July Celebration and 

Extravaganza, July 4, Wacker Park. (405) 238-1 238 
PAWNEE Pawnee Bill Memorial Rodeo, Aug 7-9, 
Lakeside Arena. (91 8) 762-21 08 
POTEAU Celebrate America Country Style, July 4, 
Downtown. (91 8) 647-91 78 
RENTIESVILLE Dusk ’til Dawn Blues Festival, Aug 
29-31 , U.S. 69 North, Dklahoma Blues Hall of Fame. 
(918)473-2411 

SALLISAW Bikers & BBC, Aug 2, Library Lawn. (91 8) 
775-6241 

SAPULPA Royal Jazz Festival, July 24-26, Martha’s 
Corner & Liberty Park. (91 8) 227-51 51 
SMITHVILLE J-D Trail Riding Camp. July 4-6, J-D 
Independence Day Trail Ride. Aug 30-31 , Labor Day 
Weekend Trail Ride. (580) 244-7261 
TAHLEQUAH Cherokee National Holiday-Heritage Arts & 
Crafts Show, Aug 29-31 , Cherokee Heritage Center 
& various locations. (91 8) 456-6007 
TISHOMINGO Fourth of July Parade and Festival, July 4, 
Main Street and Pennington Park. (580) 371 -2175 
TONKAWA 4th of July Celebration, July 4, Blinn Park. 
(580) 628-2220 

TUTTLE Ice Cream Festival, July 4, Schrock Park. (405) 
381-4600 

VIAN Run for the Clovers Box Turtle Race, July 5, 
Tenkiller State Park. (918) 489-5641 
WAGONER Fiddlers Festival, Aug 22-24, Western Hills 
Guest Ranch. (91 8) 772-2545 
WILBURTON Fireworks Cver Lake Carlton, July 4, S.H. 2 
North, Robbers Cave State Park. (91 8) 465-3400 
WOODWARD Elks Rodeo, July 16-19, Crystal Beach 
Arena. (580) 256-9885 
WOODWARD County Fair, Aug 24-28, County 
Fairgrounds. (580) 254-3391 
YUKON Freedom Fest, July 3-4, Yukon City Park. (405) 
350-8937 


Visit oklahomatoday.com or 
travelok.com for more listings. 


Dates and times are subject to change; please confirm 
before attending any event. The Events Guide is a free 
service published on a space-available basis. To be con- 
sidered, please mail a notice of the event that includes 
date, place, address, and both a contact telephone 
number and a phone number that can be published. 
Notices must arrive at Oklahoma Today at least three 
calendar months prior to publication (i.e., November/ 
December 2008 events must arrive by August 1). Events 
Guide, Oklahoma Today, 1 20 North Robinson, Suite 600, 
Oklahoma City, OK 731 02. Fax: (405) 230-8650. Email: 
eventsguide@oklahomatoday.com. We cannot take 
listings over the telephone. 



For nearly 70 years, GRDA lakes have been the backdrop for thousands of 
family memories: picnics by the lake, that first attempt at skiing, and fishing 
with grandpa. Our comprehensive iake and ecosystems management efforts 
help ensure the lakes will be part of the next generation's memories. 


See where it all began? 
Visit historic Pensacoia Dam 


FREE TOURS; Memorial Day through Labor Day, 
everyday (inclLiding holidays), 9:30 a.m. - 4:00 rm. 


GRDA's Tour Office 918.782.9594 x3808 or tours@grcta.ccm. Tour information during 
rest of the year 91S.256.5545 x4444. Listed ort the NattortBi Register of Historic Races. 


GRDA 


Grand RivSff Dam AUthoriiy 


rdacom 



LUeloorru. SumruH, UUuJh X)uZ> 

RMELON PATCH SEASON 

Come enjoy fresh, juicy watermelon, run through our giant sprinkler, 
drop a hook in our pond for some fun catch & release fishing, ride a 
pony or visit our furry friends in our petting zoo. WeMl also be 
offering our first “You Pick 'em** fruit and vegetable venture. 
Fresh from the farm, pick your own fruits or vegetables 
and enjoy them on your table today! 

fi^Dch 


Thu-Sat 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. I Sun 1 to 9 p.m. 

720 Henney Road I Arcadia, OK 
(405) 396-0909 I parkhurstpumpkinpatch.com 


OklahomaToday.com 
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"We must be free not because we claim freedom but because we practice it." —William Faulkner 


July Grill 



Don’t own a bike? 
Rent one from OKC 
Rides, which has 
a variety of bikes 
for all ages and also 
provides helmets and 
locks, okcrides.com. 


Todays the last 
day to enjoy hot 
dogs, homemade 
ice cream, and, of 
course, horse riding 
at the J-D Indepen- 
dence Day Trail 
Ride in Smithville. 

9 a.m. 


A 7 

Wake up! This 
Monday morning, 
grab a latte and an 
E^head Bagelwich 
and enjoy the free 
Wi-Fi at the Red 
Cup in Oklahoma 
City. 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
redcupok.com. 



◄ 14 

Join Buffy and 
4 Joe at Eskimo 
I f y Joe’s 33rd 
Anniversary 

in Stillwater for a 
week of food and 
giveaways. 1 1 a.m. 
Through July 20. 


8 

Tween music stars 
the Jonas Brothers 

will play at the Ford 
Center in Oklahoma 
City to the squeals 
of thousands of fans. 
Treat the youngsters 
or secretly treat 
yourself 7 p.m. 


► 20 

Todays the last 
day to see Hugo’s 
hot-air balloon 
festival. Balloons 
Over Hugo, at the 
Agriplex. This year 
promises more enter- 
tainment and even 
more balloons. 



15 

Dancing in 
the street? The 
Cavalcade Street 
Dance in downtown 
Pawhuska is open 
to all who want 
to boogie through 
town to live country 
music. 8 p.m. 


27 

The Coalition of 
Christian Cowboys 
will celebrate the 
National Day 
of the American 
Cowboy at Bristow 
City Park with 
parades, food, and 
music. 9 a.m. 


28 

Going on all month, 
the Craig County 
Free Fair has live- 
stock shows, exhibits, 
and nightly events 
at the Craig County 
Fairgrounds. 9 a.m. 
Through August 2. 


22 

Jog off all those 
summer hot dogs 
on the Oklahoma 
River Trails, found 
on the north and 
south banks of the 
river in Oklahoma 
City. Skaters are 
always welcome, too. 


29 

Cool off and fill 
up with a delicious 
fruit smoothie or 
sandwich from 
Crave, the newest 
culinary hot spot at 
Feadership Square 
in downtown Okla- 
homa City. 8 a.m. 


Need a pick-me-up? 
Coffee Slingers 
in Oklahoma City 
serves everything 
from espresso to 
hibiscus tea. Pop over 
for some Big Sky 
muffins. 7 a.m. to 
8 p.m. 


Okemah, home of 
Woody Guthrie, will 
host the eleventh an- 
nual Woody Guthrie 
Folk Festival. Acts 
like Jimmy FaFave 
and Ali Harter are 
on the bill. 1 p.m. 
Through July 12. 


Get out! Moore’s 
annual outdoor 
festival. Art in the 
Park, kicks off with 
plenty of food, fun, 
and entertainment 
at Buck Thomas 
Park. 5 p.m. 
Through July 4. 


16 

Giddyup and head 
over to the Tulsa 
Fairgrounds for the 
PHBA World 
Championship 
Horse Show. There’s 
both a youth and 
open division. 8 a.m. 
Through July 26. 


23 

Organic is in. Good 
Earth Health Foods 

in Edmond carries 
everything from or- 
ganic food to natural 
beauty supplies 
for the inner tree- 
hugger in everyone. 

9 a.m. to 7 p.m. 


30 

It may not be the 
current summer hit, 
but save those eight 
bucks and see a free 
movie instead at the 
Downtown Fibrary’s 
Wednesday Night at 
the Movies in Okla- 
homa City. 6 p.m. 


17 

Don’t be a monkey 
wrench. Head 
over to Oklahoma 
City to see the Foo 
Fighters performing 
at the Ford Center. 
7:30 p.m. 


By Tiffany White 




From Bricktown’s 
4th of July Cel- 
ebration to Tulsa 
Salutes Freedom, 

everyone is celebrat- 
ing the nation’s 
independence. Grab 
a sparkler and hit the 
nearest party. 

A 11 

For a weekend of art 
and art education, 
families can head to 
Norman. Midsum- 
mer Nights Fair 
2008 at Finn’s Park 
includes a section 
just for kids. 6 p.m. 


24 

Jazz enthusiasts, take 
note. The Sapulpa 
Royal Jazz Festival 

at Martha’s Corner 
and Fiberty Park 
kicks off today with 
plenty of food, tunes, 
and crafts. 6 p.m. 
Through July 26. 


31 

All for one, and one 
for all! The Three 
Musketeers hits the 
Myriad Gardens 
Water Stage in Okla- 
homa City for the 
Shakespeare in the 
Park series. 8 p.m. 
Through August 29. 


18 

Tulsa’s popular arts 
and crafts show An 
Affair of the Heart, 
featuring antiques, 
collectibles, and 
delicious treats starts 
today at the Tulsa 
Expo Center. 9 a.m. 
Through July 20. 


T 25 

Barbecue cook-offs, 
pork sandwiches, 
parades, and 
carnivals — Whole 
Hawg Days in Eu- 
faula is guaranteed 
to have everything 
but live pigs. 8 a.m. 
Through July 26. 


12 

For piano duels and 
aching sides, head 
over to Stooges 
Comedy Club and 
Piano Bar in Okla- 
homa City for laugh- 
out-loud fun. Fridays 
and Saturdays, 7 to 
9 p.m. 


19 

For a touch of spine- 
tingling history. Fort 
Reno Ghost Tours 
are a perfect fit. Visi- 
tors are led through 
historic buildings 
while listening to 
spooky tales and 
urban legends. 7 p.m. 


26 

Get out your rubber 
boots. Mudstock 
Oklahoma at Sparks 
America Camp- 
ground features ATV 
racing, rock climbing 
and nighdy bands. 

21 and over only. All 
day. Through July 27. 
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This year ts truly amaziig with the Museum's new giant 1 2,000-square-foot 
Oklahoma Centeitiial Castle Maze, now open* Four mazes interbdc to form^ 
one large maze as guests twist and turn through the challenging exhibit. 









Events 


"If you saw a heat wave, would you wave back?" —Stephen Wright 



It s up and away at 
the Hot Rod Car 
andHot Air Bal- 
loon Festival. More 
than a hundred bal- 
loons will soar over 
Cherokee Casino s 
Will Rogers Downs 
in Claremore. 9 a.m. 


T 7 

Rusde up the cattle 
and head out to the ' 
Pawnee Bill Memo- 
rial Catde Drive. It 

starts fifty miles from 
Pawnee and will 
stampede through 
downtown in the 
afternoon. 


Natures juicy treat is 
the star of the Rush 
Springs Watermelon 
Festival at Jeff Davis 
Park. The seed- 
spitting contest and 
Watermelon Queen 
coronation are key 
events. 9 a.m. 


By Melissa Masters 


The American 
Indian Expo at 

the Anadarko 
Fairgrounds includes 
parades, a dance 
contest, a princess 
contest, and talent 
presentation. 10 a.m. 
Through August 9. 


6 

All breeds will 
howl for Barker & 
Friends Natural 
Pet Treats. Made 
in Edmond ftom 
whole-grain flour, 
these bones are sure 
to make tails wag. 
naturalbarker.com. 


T 1 

What a crock! Nor- 
man ceramics artist 
Birthe Flexner’s 
Danish-inspired 
kitchenware pottery 
is both stately and 
functional, birthe- 
flexnerpottery. com 


2 

Come to downtown 
Mangums Antiques 
Classic Street Rod 
Show to see many 
antique and classic 
street rods. Mustangs, 
pickups, motorcycles, 
bicycles, and mini- 
trucks. 9 a.m. 


4 

Saddle up, little 
buckaroos. The Ford 
AQHYA World 
Youth Champion- 
ship Quarter Horse 
Show is at Okla- 
homa City’s State 
Fair Arena. 8 a.m. 
Through August 9. 


10 

On Family Day at 
Big Splash Water 
Park in Tulsa, the 
whole family can 
catch some thrills on 
the Silver Bullet or 
take it easy on the 
Fazy River. $12.95. 
Noon to 6 p.m. 


▼ 11 

Girls just wanna have 
fun at the Drillers vs. 
Rockhounds game 
at Drillers Stadium 
in Tulsa. On Ladies 
Night, gals receive 
free nail care, mas- 
sages, and discount 
concessions. 7 p.m. 


12 

This Wild West is 
all fun and games. 
Before summer ends, 
ride the Wildcat or 
get drenched on the 
log ride at Frontier 
City in Oklahoma 
City. 10:30 a.m. to 
8 p.m. 


13 

Surprise your family 
and friends with cus- 
tom Made-in-Okla- 
homa Baskets to 
Treasure. From food 
to sports, they’ve 
got the perfect gift 
package, basketsto- 
treasure.com. 



15 

Outlaws will try 
their luck with the 
bulls and bucks 
at the Oklahoma 
State Prison Rodeo 
at the Oklahoma 
State Penitentiary in 
McAlester. 6:30 p.m. 
Through August 16. 


16 

With exhibits and 
plenty of livestock, 
the Hughes County 
Free Fair at the 
Hughes County 
Expo Center in 
Holdenville will 
surely be a blast for 
all involved. 10 a.m. 


17 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


It’s a day for the great 
outdoors at the Old 
Setders Picnic 
at Doby 
Springs Park 
in Buffalo with 
fishing, sack races, 
and a nature hike. 
Noon. 



24 

Enter the Big Boun- 
ty No Limit Hold 
’em Tournament at 

Creek Nation Casino 
in Tulsa and win $20 
for each person you 
beat. 7 p.m. 

31 


Listen in on Tues- 
days on the Triangle 

in Sand Springs. 

The free concerts at 
Charles Page Triangle 
Park feature a variety 
of musical acts. 

7:30 p.m. Through 
August 26. 


25 

No trip to Science 
Museum Okla- 
homa in Oklahoma 
City is complete 
without some 
star-gazing at the 
planetarium show. 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. 


Funnel cake junkies 
unite at the Cana- 
dian County Free 
Fair at the El Reno 
Fairgrounds. The fair 
includes rides, live 
shows, and arts and 
crafts exhibits. 6 p.m. 
Through August 23. 


27 

An evening of ropin’ 
and ridin comprises 
the Will Rogers 
Memorial Rodeo at 
the American Legion 
Arena in Vinita. The 
festivities begin with 
a parade. 1 1 a.m. 
Through August 30. 


Cowboy gear is a 
necessity at the Great 
Plains Stampede 
Rodeo at the Altus 
Rodeo Arena. The 
event begins with 
bull riding and tie- 
down roping. 9 p.m. 
Through August 23. 


Stillwater will rock 
on at the Tumble- 
weed Celebration 
at the Tumbleweed 
Concert Arena. Local 
and national acts will 
perform outside for 
thousands of fans. 
Through August 23. 


What’s better than 
cake and ice cream? 
Stop by the old- 
fashioned Ice Cream 
Social at Spencer 
Historical Society’s 
Ben Black Park and 
sample some of the 
creamy stuff 6 p.m. 


28 

Visitors can play 
softball or stickball or 
just enjoy the food at 
the Choctaw Nation 
Capital Grounds in 
Tuskahoma at the 
Choctaw Labor 
Day Festival. 6 p.m. 
Through September 1. 



◄ 30 

Say so long to the heat 
at the Labor Day 
End of Summer 
Party at Greenleaf 
State Park in Braggs. 
Cruise by wagon or 
boat and join in a 
sing-along. All day. 
Through September 1. 
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Grand Lake O' the Cherokees 


NORTHEAST OKLAHOMA'S 


GRIND LAKE 
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Marketplace 


"Who is the potter, pray, and who the pot?" — Omar Khayyam 


By Jake Adamson 

Gone to Pot 



Four Oklahoma ceramic artists get their hands dirty. 


FORM AND FUNCTION 

Potter Kenneth Ashby (580/886-3566) of Canton has been 
exhibiting his traditional stoneware at art shows across the country 
for nearly twenty years. Basin with lid, $45. Stephanie Brudzinski, 
a.k.a. Earth Mama (405/348-3444 or earthmamastudio.com) uses 
strictly natural elements to produce earth-friendly artifacts with 
a spiritual ambiance. Incense burner, $19; flower vessel, $22. 


Ardmore native Kathy Livingston (580/220-4413 or luckykatpot- 
tery.com) creates functional and funky pieces using multicolored 
glazes and organic patterns. Curled dish, $49; cross, $59. Collin 
Rosebrook (405/525-3017) is an internationally published ceramic 
artisan and sculptor who offers a full schedule of classes at his studio 
and gallery, Paseo Pottery. Scissortail platter, $1,250. 
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JIM ARGO 


Where Are You? 0 K L A H o M A today quiz 


"cir*cus, n. A place where horses, ponies, and elephants are permitted to see 
men, women, and children acting the fool." —Ambrose Bierce 



A Tl^J B UTE TO 
Alt SHOWMEN 
UNDER CODS 
Etc TOP 


This cemetery is its divn kind q, 


FROM TUSK TIL DAWN 
Legend has Iflfbt more 
elephant trainers are 
hurled here than in any 
other place in the world. 



Where Were They? 

A TIME CAPSULE IS EXCAVATED IN FORT SUPPLY. 


Residents of Fort Supply caught a glimpse 
of days gone by when a time capsule was 
unearthed on the grounds of the Northwest 
Center for Behavioral Health. 

The capsule’s exhumation on May 20 marked 
the one hundredth anniversary of one of the 
state’s first mental health facilities, which was 
called the Oklahoma Hospital for the Insane 
when it first opened in 1908. 

Buried in 1958, the capsule was assembled 
by hospital employees as part of their fiftieth 
anniversary celebration. At that time, the facility 
was known as Western State Hospital. 

The name of the institution is not the only 
thing that has changed over the last half- 
century. A list of medications found inside the 
capsule illustrates how much technology and 
a clearer understanding of mental illness has 
improved mental health care. 

Among the items recovered from the sealed, 
eight-foot-long metal tube were photos, 
clothing, a variety of paperwork, and periodicals, 
including a pristine copy of Oklahoma Today 
from Spring 1958. 


A PRANCING PACHYDERM 
MARKS the final resting place 
of some of the nations most 
colorful entertainers. 

• Located in a town known as 
Circus City, USA, this section of the cemetery, 
reserved strictly for circus folk, is cordoned 
off by elephant-shaped cornerstones. 

The memorial cemetery was established in 
1961 by John Carroll, an elephant trainer who 
worked with the Carson & Barnes and Kelly 
Miller circuses, both of which still make their 
winter home in this small Oklahoma town. 


The first performer was laid to rest in I960, 
and the most recent was interred in 2005. 

Etchings of clowns, musicians, aerialists, 
and circus animals adorn many of the grave 
markers, depicting the various talents of the 
people buried below. Several remarkable 
headstones are scattered throughout the 
grounds, including large stones in the shape 
of a wagon wheel, a big-top tent, and even a 
nine-foot-tall likeness of a ringmaster. 

Although no two monuments are alike, the 
inscription “With It and For It,” a common 
expression among troupers, can be found 


on a number of graves. Can you name this 
exotic burial ground and the town in which 
it is located? — Jake Adamson 

Three winners will receive an Oklahoma Today 
T-shirt. Mail entries with name and town to 
''Where Are You?”, P.O. Box 1468, Oklahoma 
City, OK 73102 or send to WhereAreYou@ 
oklahomatodaycom no later than July 18. 

Last issues answer is the Golden Driller at 
Expo Square in Tulsa. Winners are Tom Biles 
of Tulsa, Allison Jistor of Collinsville, and Ann 
Whitehouse ofSapulpa. 
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Discover lawton-Fort Sill, Oklahoma 


Summers in Lawton Fort Sill offer a beautiful playground full of celebration for all to 
enjoy. During the day, immerse yourself in the natural beauty and history of this wild 
frontier; then fill your nights with family fun at one of our many summer events. 
Search for wildlife and other special features of the night at one of the ' 


UPCOMING EVENTS 


"I Love America" Celebration 

ElmerThomas Park 
July 4 

Under Cover of Darkness Tour 

Wichita Mountains Wildlife Refuge 
July 12, 19, 26 

"School House Rock" 

Lawton Community Theatre - John Denney 
Playhouse 
July 18,19, 20 

Lawton's 107th 
Birthday Celebration 

ElmerThomas Park 
August 2 

Lawton Rangers PRCA Rodeo 

LO Ranch 
August 6-9 

Thunder in the Wichitas H.O.G. Poker Run 
August 9 

Stars Over the Wichitas 

Wichita Mountains Wildlife Refuge 
August 29, 30 


•00.872.4540 


★ ★ ★ 



HEARTLAND FLYER -k YOUR STYLE OF TRAVEL 


H eartland Flyer is the most effortless way to travel Offering first-class comfort, spacious surroundings, and 
friendly service, Heartland Flyer makes five convenient stops between Oklahoma City and Fort Worth, 
with connections to routes throughout the United States. Whether youVe traveling for business, fun, or just for 
the scenery, your journey is our pleasure. Whatever your style. 





Information 

WWW.HEARTLAKDFLYER.COM 

Reservations 

1-800-USA-RAIL orAMTRAK.COM 




